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186 Mornington-Tyabb Road, Tyabb 3913

Covid update

•

As you will know from our regular correspondence we
have had multiple staff and students test positive to
covid. We wish our students and families all the best
as they recover and cope with the challenges of
isolation. Multiple cases emphasise the need to
continue to maintain covid safety measures:

•
•
•
•
•

Staying home if unwell
Monitoring for symptoms
Regular RAT testing
Regular hand hygiene
Face masks for staff and year 3-6
Ventilation through open windows, doors and
air purifiers
• Physical distancing
•
•
•
•
•
•

We thank our students, staff and parents for following
these safety measures and for contacting us at
school when a child/student tests positive. This
allows us to alert the community that there has been
a case in a year level and that parents should
monitor for symptoms.

Department guidelines
There have been many changes to Department of
Education Guidelines in relation to the management
of schools during the pandemic. The latest guidelines
reflect the further easing of restrictions but a level of
caution as we monitor the impact of children
returning to school on Covid case numbers.
The new guidelines allow schools to now run extracurricular and other out-of-classroom activities
including camps, excursions, sport, music, the arts
and tours but ask that these be delayed or
restructured for the first 4 weeks while we settle back
in to school and assess and monitor the spread of
the virus in the school community.
In planning these activities (which includes the
running of assemblies) schools must conduct a risk
assessment and consider the following:
•

The number of Covid cases in their school
community
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Limiting activity to the smallest possible cohort
size (e.g. a single class group,)
Limiting activity to outdoor spaces
Holding the activity as infrequently as possible
Delaying and rescheduling the event
Staggering of groups who participate
Holding the activity in larger rooms with strict
physical distancing
For camps and excursions, schools should
consider current levels of COVID-related
absences in their school communities and
staffing pressures that may be associated with
the conduct of the activity.

As we begin to reintroduce activities we will conduct
a risk assessment and make a decision whether to
delay the activity or restructure its format. For
example, we are delaying assemblies as the number
of Covid cases increases each day and the risk level
is too high to have large numbers of students in the
hall at one time. We will monitor our case numbers
and change this once safe to do so.
DOGS AT SCHOOL POLICY

Whilst Tyabb Primary School
understands that many families
keep dogs as pets, it is important
to respect that many people are
allergic or uncomfortable around
dogs. We appreciate that most pet
dogs are tame and friendly but
some can behave unpredictably when excited and this
can lead to accidents such as falls and dog bites.

To ensure that our school remains a safe and
inclusive place for everyone, pet dogs are not
permitted on school grounds, unless special
permission has been granted by the Principal.
Special permission may be granted for educational
purposes eg. Classroom visits from the Guide Dog
Association. With permission from the Principal,
students may bring their pets for ‘show and tell’ (eg
puppies, birds, guinea pigs) and teachers may have
classroom pets after a risk assessment has been
completed. We thank you in anticipation of your
support.
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school leaders
During the ‘start up’ program it is reinforced that all of
our Year 6 students are school leaders and role
models to the younger year levels. The beginning of
the year also brings with it an opportunity for our
senior students to take on leadership positions
across the school. I congratulate the following
students who have been appointed to leadership
positions for 2022:
SCHOOL CAPTAINS
Thomas and Abby

COOLART HOUSE
CAPTAINS
Xander and Charli

ICT CAPTAINS
Issy, Ella, Olivia

JUNIOR SCHOOL
COUNCIL

SPORT CAPTAINS

Shilah and Tyson

Indi and Charlie

BENTON HOUSE
CAPTAINS

GREEN TEAM

Amelia and Alexis

Huon and Will

CAPTAINS

JONES HOUSE

SCIENCE CAPTAINS

CAPTAINS

Seth and Logan

Sam and Chloe

BAXTER HOUSE
CAPTAINS
Max and Evie
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MUSIC CAPTAINS
Indy and Grace
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Reading rocks and so do you!

Mobile phone policy

The Victorian Government takes the safe and
responsible use of digital technologies, student safety
and wellbeing, and the development of social skills
and positive behaviour, very seriously. On this basis,
the Minister for Education, announced that a mobile
phone policy would be mandated in all government
schools. As stated by the Minister, this policy will
remove a major distraction from our classrooms, so
that teachers can teach, and students can learn in a
more focused, positive and supported environment.
Evidence suggests that children who read for
enjoyment every day develop a broader vocabulary,
increased general knowledge and a better
understanding of other cultures. In fact, reading for
pleasure is more likely to determine whether a child
does well at school and is successful in their future
years. The more you read the better you will be at it.
Teaching children to read should be a strong
partnership between home and school. At school we
are constantly modelling reading, teaching reading
strategies, reading novels to children, exposing them
to different text types, giving them opportunities to
read independently, with small groups and providing
feedback about how they can improve. But your child
needs your help as well to reinforce the important
strategies taught at school and build a love for
reading by reading each night.
As we have done in the last couple of years, we will
celebrate when a student reaches 100, 200 and 300
nights of reading. Classroom teachers will have
charts up in their classroom to show when children
reach the important milestones and Mrs Howden will
give a special reading award to every child that
meets the 100, 200 and 300 night reading target. We
are committed to providing the best education for
your children but we can’t do this alone. We look
forward to your in helping your children to read.
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Whilst the Victorian Government acknowledges that
we live in a technology-rich world where mobile
phones are an important communication tool,
research has found that mobile phones can be
disruptive in classrooms and open to misuse at
school. The unregulated presence of mobile phones
in classrooms can undermine students’ capacity to
think, learn, remember, pay attention and regulate
emotion. At recess and lunchtime, opportunities for
students to communicate with each other face-toface or be involved in physical activity are also
valued, rather than students being focused on a
mobile phone, particularly when they are using it to
engage with social media.
All schools are required to have a local school policy
on mobile phones that reflects this requirement and
which provides details for the implementation of the
policy at their school. This policy requires that
students who choose to bring mobile phones to
school must have them switched off and securely
stored during school hours, including recess and
lunchtime. Please refer to the following copy of our
Mobile Phone Policy and all of our school policies on
our website at tyabbps.vic.edu.au

Page 3

MOBILE PHONE POLICY – STUDENT USE
PURPOSE
To explain to our school community the Department’s and Tyabb Primary School’s policy requirements and
expectations relating to students using mobile phones and other personal mobile devices such as smart
watches, at school or during school activities.

SCOPE
This policy applies to:
• All students at Tyabb Primary School and,
• Students’ personal mobile phones and other personal mobile devices brought onto school premises during
school hours, including recess and lunchtime. This policy applies to students at school and during school
activities eg camps.

DEFINITIONS
•

A mobile phone is a telephone with access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or without a
physical connection to a network. For the purpose of this policy, “mobile phone” refers to mobile phones
and any device that may connect to or have a similar functionality to a mobile phone such as smart
watches. At this stage, Smart watches may be worn as a watch but all telecommunication must be turned
off during school hours.

POLICY
Tyabb Primary School understands that students may bring a personal mobile phone to school, particularly if
they are travelling independently to and from school.
At Tyabb Primary School:
•

Students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored
during school hours. At Tyabb Primary School mobile phones will be handed to classroom teachers on
arrival and securely stored. Smart watches may be worn as a watch but all telecommunication must be
turned off during school hours.
• Exceptions to this policy may be applied if certain conditions are met (see below for further information).
• When emergencies occur, parents or carers should reach their child by calling the office.
Personal mobile phone use
In accordance with the Department’s Mobile Phone Policy issued by the Minister for Education, personal
mobile phones must not be used at Tyabb Primary School during school hours, including lunchtime and
recess, unless an exception has been granted. Where a student has been granted an exception, the student
must use their mobile phone for the purpose for which the exception was granted, and in a safe, ethical and
responsible manner.
Secure storage
Mobile phones owned by students at Tyabb Primary School are considered valuable items and are brought
to school at the owner’s (student’s or parent/carer’s) risk. Students are encouraged not to bring a mobile
phone to school unless there is a compelling reason to do so. Please note that Tyabb Primary School does
not have accident insurance for accidental property damage or theft. Students and their parents/carers are
encouraged to obtain appropriate insurance for valuable items. Refer to the Tyabb Primary School’s
Personal Property Policy and the Department’s Personal Goods policy.
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Where students bring a mobile phone to school:
•

Once on school grounds students are not permitted to use their phones. This applies to before and after
school while in the school grounds. (The use of a mobile phone includes calls, SMS messages, recording
audio, photographs or video, listening to music, games and accessing the internet and all other features.)
• If a child needs to use their mobile phone before or after school while they wait for parents, they must
ask permission and be supervised by a teacher.
• Mobile phones are to be given to the class teacher on arrival in the morning for safe storage until the
end of the day when they will be returned. Mobile phones must be labelled with the student’s name or
recognisable identification.
• Tyabb Primary School will provide secure storage. Secure storage is storage that cannot be readily
accessed by those without permission to do so. In most cases this will be a lockable cupboard, drawer or
filing cabinet inside the teacher’s office.
Enforcement
Students who use their personal mobile phones inappropriately at Tyabb Primary School may be issued with
consequences consistent with our school’s existing student engagement polices e.g. Student Wellbeing and
Engagement Policy, Welfare and Discipline Policy or Bullying Prevention policies. If a student uses a mobile
phone contrary to this policy, it will be confiscated and held by the Office until a student’s parents/carers
come to collect the device. Parents will be contacted to inform them of the phone’s confiscation.
At Tyabb Primary School inappropriate use of mobile phones is any use during school hours, unless an
exception has been granted, and particularly use of a mobile phone:
• in any way that disrupts the learning of others,
• to send inappropriate, harassing or threatening messages or phone calls,
• to engage in inappropriate social media use including cyber bullying,
• to capture video or images of people, including students, teachers and members of the school
community without their permission,
• to capture video or images in the school toilets, changing rooms, swimming pools and gyms,
• during exams and assessments.
Exceptions—Exceptions to the policy:
•

•

May be applied during school hours if certain conditions are met, specifically,
 Learning related exceptions
 Health and wellbeing-related exceptions; and
 Exceptions related to managing risk when students are offsite.
Can be granted by the principal, or by the teacher for that class, in accordance with the Department’s
Mobile Phone Policy

Note: An example of health and wellbeing related exceptions may include: a student with diabetes may use
their mobile phone to monitor their blood sugar.
Camps, excursions and extracurricular activities
Tyabb Primary School does not permit the use of mobile phones or personal devices on camps, excursions
and extracurricular activities unless there are exceptional circumstances such as those listed above and
approval by the Principal/Assistant Principal has been granted.
Exclusions
This policy does not apply to:
• Out-of-School-Hours Care (OSHC).
• Travelling to and from school.
• Wearable devices for health related conditions.
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At Tyabb Primary School we have a small but fully
stocked library. Each grade is rostered to visit the
library each week, hear a story, learn about the latest
authors and books and borrow books to bring home
to read and share with their families.
In addition to this, each classroom has their own mini
library. These classroom libraries are fully resourced
with a variety of fiction and non fiction material for
your children to use during classroom reading
sessions and enjoy when they finish their work.
Children do not need to wait once a week to access
reading material as they are surrounded by books to
use .
We are continually looking for new material for our
classroom libraries. If you are cleaning up and your
children have grown too old for their books please
consider donating them to the school. We ask that
books be of a good quality and in good condition.
Please drop them in to the office. Thank you!
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What’s Happening
Term 1
Please note that this page will be updated each newsletter as new events are scheduled
Thursday 17th February

Closing date for School Council nominations

Monday 21st February
Thursday 3rd March
Thursday 10th March

School Council Meeting
District Swimming—selected students only
Closing of School Council ballot

Monday 14th March

Labour Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 16th March
March 16th March

Preps commence full time
Southern Peninsula Division Swimming - selected students only

Wednesday 23rd —25th March
Monday 28th March
Friday 8th April

Grade 4 Camp Phillip Island
School Council Meeting
Last Day Term 1

CSEF (CAMPS, SPORTS,
EXCURSION FUND)
If you have a Centrelink Health Care
Card or Pensioner Concession Card you
may be eligible for CSEF for your child.
Please come to the office to fill out a
form.

Yearbook 2021
We have received another
delivery of the 2021 yearbooks.
If you would like to order one
come to the office. Cost is $15.

If you have previously applied through
Tyabb Primary we will reapply on your
behalf for this year.
Applications for this year close on 26th
April 2022

Thank you
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Office Reminders
Please contact Sue, Karen, Sara or Cathie if you have any questions

Camps, Sports, Excursions Funding (CSEF):
Every Victorian child should have access to the learning opportunities that exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
(CSEF) is provided by the Victorian Government to ensure that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important,
educational and fun activities. School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the outdoors; excursions encourage a deeper
understanding of how the world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are part of a healthy curriculum. The Department
of Education and Training administers the CSEF to assist eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
Although administratively the fund is received through the school, the full amount is intended for the benefit of the eligible student.

On the first day of term one (28th January 2022) or the first day of term two (26th April 2022), a parent or legal guardian of a student must be an
eligible beneficiary of one of these cards:
• Centrelink Health Care Card; Pensioner Concession Card; Veterans Affairs Gold Card
If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in 2021, you do not need to complete an application form in 2022 unless there has been a
change in your family circumstances. Your child's school will apply for the CSEF on your behalf. You will only need to submit an application form
in 2022 if any of the following changes have occurred:
• new student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools in 2022 or you did not apply at the same school in 2021
• changed family circumstances: such as a change of custody, change of name, concession card number, or new siblings commencing at
the school in 2022.
Schools are able to accept and process applications up until the end of term two each year.
In 2022 the CSEF will be allocated to the camp for students in grades 3-6 and excursions/incursion for students in P-2.

Prep Uniform Pack
Parents of Prep students who are receiving the CSEF in 2022 are invited to contact the office for a Prep Uniform Pack application form to be sent
home. You must have applied for and be approved to receive CSEF before you apply for the Prep Uniform Pack.

Absences:
Parents are asked to contact the school by 9.30 each morning if their child/ren will not be attending school on the day by:
• completing an absence through Sentral
• phone (leaving a message on the voicemail)
Future absences can be sent to the school in a note eg holiday
If the school has not been contacted by 9.30, your child will be marked ‘absent unexplained’ and the school will follow up by phone or text. To
avoid unnecessary follow up, please let the office know of your child/ren’s absence by 9.30am on the day.

Centrepay:
Families who receive a Centrelink benefit can pay their account by instalment through Centrepay. Please contact the office if you are interested in
discussing your instalment plan by Centrepay and an application form will be sent home for you to complete and return. There is no cost to the
family.

Camps/Excursion/Incursion Payments & Permission Forms
Please return and pay for activities by the due date on the permission form or your child will not be able to attend. If your child is not attending a
particular event please write on the permission form ‘Not Attending’ and return to the school immediately.

Personal and Contact Details:
It is crucial that the school has your up to date information on file at all times. If you change your personal or contact details please let the school
know immediately via the Sentral app, email or phone.
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Welfare
Welcome to the 2022 school year! Students have been working on building teams in their classrooms to decide on class rules,
expectations and many other exciting parts of starting a new school year, with a new teacher and new peers. All grades have
settled very well and working together and individually to be the best that they can be.
Teachers have continued to present work around our school’s core values of: Respect, Safety, Responsibility, Integrity and
Optimism. As a reminder to our parents, please find below our school values and our expectations associated with each value.
Tyabb Primary School Values
RESPECT

Whole School Rules and Expectations
We show this value by:
Being kind and caring

To act in a way that shows you care for yourself, others and the environment.

Accepting and including others
Actively listening
Using good manners
Following staff instructions

SAFETY

Caring for property / environment
We show this value by:
Respecting personal space

To behave in a safe manner. To protect yourself and others from injury, risk or danger.

Keeping hands and feet to ourselves
Using equipment as instructed
Walking inside and undercover
Respecting school boundaries

RESPONSIBILITY

Following staff instructions
We show this value by:
Being persistent and trying our best

To take care of someone or something. To
make good choices and accept the consequences of your actions.

Bouncing back and being resilient
Being organised and ready to learn
Finishing what we have started

INTEGRITY

Making good choices and accepting the consequences of your actions
We show this value by:
Doing the right thing

To do the right thing and be kind, caring, honest and trustworthy.

Helping others
Being kind, caring and trustworthy
Being honest and telling the truth
Accepting and including others

OPTIMISM

Taking responsibility for our actions
We show this value by:
Striving to be our best

To always strive for your best and display a
positive attitude.

Having a positive attitude
Encouraging and supporting others
Believing you can do it!
Enjoying school and making the most of opportunities
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Welfare
VISITING PSYCHOLOGIST / COUNSELLOR

In 2022 we are fortunate enough to once again have the services of Liz Russell (ER Psychology) for our
students. Liz has been an amazing support for students throughout the last three years.
Liz will be continuing to offer her services on a weekly basis at Tyabb. The students accessing this
service at the school require an up to date Mental Health Plan to access up to 10 sessions with Liz. Some
students require less than 10 sessions. These sessions are held at the school during school hours.

If you feel that your child would benefit from the services of a psychologist/counsellor, please do not
hesitate to make contact with Kris Grinsted Assistant Principal / Welfare co-ordinator. Please read the
information below as to the services that are offered.

Liz Russell
B.A., Post Grad Dip. (Psych), M. Psych (Health), MAPS
Registered Psychologist & Director at ER Psychology
Fully registered as a psychologist with the Australian Health Practitioner Registration Association (AHPRA)
since 2008, Liz has completed a Master’s degree in Health Psychology at Monash University, and also a
Supervised Practice Plan in Darwin and Melbourne.
Liz has 18 years of counselling experience, and has worked with adults, adolescents and children in
individual and group settings. In addition to seeing private patients at ER Psychology located at the
Humphries Road Medical Centre, Liz provides on-site psychological therapeutic care to children ranging in
age from 5 – 11 years, at several Peninsula based primary schools.
Liz has worked with a range of presenting problems including health related concerns, chronic pain,
depression, anxiety, stress; loss of confidence, poor self-esteem, adjustment disorders, grief and loss, and
behavioural disorders.
Liz’s approach to presenting problems is to examine the biological, psychological, and social components
that underpin the issues presented by clients. She takes an integrative approach to counselling, and mainly
uses client-centred, cognitive behavioural, and strength based therapies.
Liz visits the school on a regular basis and has been very proactive in helping a number of students at Tyabb
PS over the past three years.
She has a passion for helping children and her professional approach to a range of requests from parents
has been outstanding.
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Star Students
Week 2, 7th February

PA

na

PB

na

PC

na

1A

Callum

1B

Quinn

1C

Jemma

2A

Riley

2B

Sammy

2C

Ariana

3A

Lola

3B

Kayla

34A

Thyssen

4A

Liam

4B

Ruby

5A

Henry

5B

Juliette

6A

Heidi

6B

Ruby
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Star Students
Week 3, 14th February

PA

Taite

PB

Penny

PC

Rupert

1A

Tait

1B

Isabelle

1C

Hunter

2A

Abby

2B

Alyssa

2C

Maya

3A

Leo

3B

Lachlan

34A

Grace

4A

Harper

4B

Braxton

5A

Matilda

5B

Harlow

6A

Sienna

6B

Tom
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Values Awards

Respect

Safety
Integrity

Responsibility
Optimism

Our Value in focus is RESPECT.
Students at Tyabb Primary School display the value of Respect by:
‘Acting in a way that shows you care for yourself, others and the environment’
Congratulations to the following students who were the Values award winners:
*** some students were not present for the photo

PA Taite

PB Logan

PC Patrick

1A Callum

1B Beau

1C Quinn

2A Oliver

2B Tyson

2C Lacey

3A Emeline

3B Mason

3/4A Zane

4A Makayla

4B Darcy

5A Ethan

5B Tahlia

6A Sienna

6B Indy
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Green Team News
We are excited to say the Green Team is back with a vengeance in 2022. We have many exciting ideas and
plans to help us learn about, and support the environment and sustainability.
We are looking for families who are willing to look after our chickens on the weekend and over the end of
term holidays. Please refer to the chicken roster for term 1 and 2 below. Please contact Mrs Bartlett via email
karina.bartlett@education.vic.gov.au or pop in to see her in Grade 1C, room 6, if you can lend a hand or have
further questions.
If you would like to be in the weekly raffle to win a dozen eggs, come and see Mrs Bartlett at recess or
lunchtimes in room 6. Raffle tickets cost just $1.

Term One Chicken Roster 2022

Weekends
th

Week 3 – Saturday/ Sunday 12/13 Feb

Families
Thiele family

Week 4 – Saturday/ Sunday 19/20th Feb

Week 5 – Saturday/ Sunday 26/27th Feb

Thiele family

Week 6 – Saturday/Sunday 5/6th March

Week 7 – Saturday/Sunday/ Monday 12/13/14th March
(Labour Day Weekend)
Week 8 – Saturday/Sunday 19/20th March

Thiele family

Week 9 – Saturday/Sunday 26/27h March

Week 10 - Saturday/Sunday 2/3rd April

Week 11 – School Holidays from 9-24th of April
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Specialist News

Welcome back to the new school year. Just a couple of reminders/
housekeeping re uniform and art smocks.
A reminder for all children to bring a NAMED art smock that will be stored in a
tub at the art room. Art is always fun but sometimes very, very, very messy.
It needn’t be a purchased smock- one of your old t-shirts or shirts works well
too.

A reminder too to label all your child’s school uniform and belongings with
their name so if it is lost or misplaced it is easily returned to them. Many
jumpers, windcheaters, vests, lunch boxes, drink bottles, sports equipment and
rugby jumpers appear in lost property and sit idle for a long time because they
are not named. We endeavour to look through the lost property on a regular
basis but cannot possibly return items that are not named.
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February
PREP
Oliver
Jesse
Kaleb
Connor
Archer
Elise

Leevi
Jack

GRADE ONE
Timothy
Beau
Theo
Max
GRADE TWO
Abby
Sam
GRADE THREE
Ellie
Stephanie

Jaden
Nate
Leo
Isabella
Jack
GRADE FOUR
Lolita
Bella
Ayla
Brodee
GRADE FIVE
Indyanah
Ruby

Hannah
Isla
GRADE SIX
Harriet
Lenny
Shilah
Isabella
Oliver
Ella
Millie
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Community News
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