Newsletter
Edition 19— 19th November 2020
186 Mornington-Tyabb Road, Tyabb 3913

Principal’s Report
Enrolments and grades for 2021
Enrolments for 2021 have been very strong with 71
new preps and several new students going to other
grades. We will begin next year with approximately 420
students which is fabulous. If you will not be returning
to Tyabb next year, please let us know as we will soon
begin working out grades and this may have an impact
on the grade structures we have planned. The earlier
we have this information, the better we are able to
cater for everyone’s needs.
We have already had parents making enquiries as to
which teachers will be in certain grades for next year
so they can make requests for particular teachers.
Please know that it is our policy not to take requests
for particular teachers. The placement of children in
grades is a complex task, taking into account the
academic and social characteristics of each child,
friendship groups and special circumstances. These
decisions are well thought out and will not be changed
once allocated.
I must stress again that once grades have been
worked out and students are informed we will be
consistent and not make any changes.

TRANSITION
It is always an exciting time of the year when we begin
to prepare our children for the following year, this
includes our new 2021 preps. Given the current
restrictions our transition process for our new preps
has been very different this year. We usually open the
doors to everyone and have children and parents visit
on several occasions. Unfortunately there are
restrictions in place which limit the number of children
and adults on site. We are currently only allowed
transition groups of 10 ( including children and adults)
with no overlap of groups. With 71 preps this has
resulted in timetabled visits throughout the day on
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Thursdays and Fridays. Not the way we would like to
do things but the best we can do given the
circumstances.
We really look forward to actually meeting our new
preps this Thursday and Friday for their first visit.
Fingers crossed that we can have normal visits
towards the end of the year.

Our Grade 5’s have already started their transition into
next year with an inquiry unit around leadership which
involves a number of leadership workshops where they
learn about public speaking, organisation, team work
and responsibility.
We are also about to begin the process of selecting
our Grade 6 student leaders for next year. Our Grade 5
students are currently writing letters or speeches to
apply for positions that are available. We are going to
have a very difficult task ahead as there are many
worthy students.
In order for our students to have a smoother transition
into 2020 we will once again be running two sessions
in December for all students to meet their new teacher
and have some time with their new class. These
transition sessions will take place early in December.
The aim of these sessions is to take away some of the
anxiety and build their excitement by meeting their new
teacher and classmates.

Traffic Concerns
We have had several parents call the school concerned
about the safety of a couple of parents and their children
who are walking and riding through the moving traffic of
the drive through. This sounds extremely dangerous
especially given that the children are extremely young
and on balance bikes. If you park on the gravel or further
along Mornington Tyabb Road, please walk across the
oval and paths in the reserve to get to your car.
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Traffic Concerns

Remembrance day

As more people head back to work and our roads
become busier please take care and obey the road
rules:


Please do not stop and wait in the middle of Jones
Road for a spot. If there is not a parking spot please
keep moving along to see if there are spots further
on. If there is not a spot continue along Jones
Road, turn around and come back for another
attempt.



Obey all parking restrictions and signage including
NO STANDING zones. Parents are not permitted to
park opposite the school and crossing this road is
extremely dangerous for both you and your child.
NO STANDING zones are there to keep people
safe and are fully enforced .



Obey the 5 minute parking rule at the front of our
school between 3.30 – 4.00pm. Stress to your child
to ‘watch and wait’ so you do not need to get out of
the car to look for your child. A speedy changeover
of cars improves the flow of traffic.



Please avoid walking through the traffic of the drive
through. If you are parked on either side of the
gravel walk along the oval until you get to your car
and then cross over. If you are parked further along
Mornington Tyabb Road walk across the oval and
along the paths in the reserve until you get to your
car. Walking or pushing prams/bikes through
moving traffic can be very dangerous.

As with everything this year we have had to adapt to a
new way of doing things. This year Mrs McCarthy
conducted a whole school assembly to explain the
significance of this day and ensure that we paid our
respect to those who fought and died in conflicts since
World War 1. We listened to "The Last Post", observed
one minute of silence and finished with a bugle playing
the "Reveille". Our School Captains, Bethany and
Tadhg laid a wreath at our oak tree. Thank you to Mrs
McCarthy for organising a beautiful ceremony and
thank you to our students for their lovely manners and
showing respect.

By doing the right thing we help to ensure the safety of
our children and their families.

New rugby jumper
Great news! The year 5 & 6
Rugby Jumpers have arrived and
can be purchased directly from
Beleza in Somerville.
Beleza has a 2020 VIP Sale until
Thursday 17th December with
10% off most school clothing.
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR 2021
Starting Dates
Wednesday 27th January—Teachers return only
Thursday 28th January—Pupil Free Curriculum Day
Friday 29th January—Grade 1– 6 students start school
Monday 1st February 2021— 2021 Preps begin school at 9.00am.
Please note that preps do not attend on Wednesdays until after the Labour Day weekend ( Monday 9th March)

Curriculum days 2021
Wednesday 27th January—Teachers return only
Thursday 28th January—Pupil Free Curriculum Day
Tuesday 9th March – Pupil Free Curriculum Day (day after Labour Day)
Friday 28th May – Pupil Free Curriculum Day - Assessment & Reporting

School camps for 2021
Camp Name

Cost 2020

Dates

Grade 3 Somers Camp

220

Wed 21st – Fri 23rd July

Grade 4 Phillip Island

332

Wed 17th – Fri 19th March

Grade 5 Camp Rumbug

315

Wed 21st – Fri 23rd April

Grade 6 Camp Woorabinda

230

Mon 1st – Fri 5th Feb

2021 Victoria School Holidays and Term Dates

Period

Start

Finish

Length

Term 1

Thursday, 28 January 2021

Thursday, 1st April 2021

9 weeks

Please note that this is a curriculum
day and students from 1-6 begin

School Holidays

Friday 2nd April 2021

Sunday, 18th April 2021

Term 2

Tuesday, 19th April 2021

Friday, 25th June 2021

School Holidays

Saturday, 26th June 2021

Sunday 11th July 2021

Term 3

Monday, 12th July 2021

Friday, 17th September 2021

School Holidays

Saturday 18th September

Sunday, 3rd October 2021

Term 4

Monday, 4 October 2021

Friday, 17th December 2021

2021/2022 Summer School
Holidays

Saturday, 18th December
2021

Tuesday, 30th January 2021
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Bicycle Lock Competition

We were informed earlier this month that our school had won 20 bike locks as a result of parents mentioning Tyabb PS on a
website. Thankyou to all those parents who took the time to mention us.

“We are thrilled to announce Tyabb Primary School as a winner of the Bike Locks Giveaway! An amazing 444 entries
from 107 Primary Schools entered the Aus Lock & Safe Bike Lock Competition. Such an amazing result from so many
school communities.”
We have decided to run a competition for all students to enter for a chance to win one of these bike locks. Below are ten
questions associated with bicycles. Answer the questions on a piece of paper (you can print off this page or write on a plain piece
of paper), remember to also include your name and grade.
We will put all correct entries into a hat and draw 20 winning entries at assembly on Monday 30th November.

ALL ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE END OF THE SCHOOL DAY ON FRIDAY
27TH NOVEMBER
Question 1: What year was the Penny Farthing invented?
Question 2: What is the name of the venue the bicycle races take place? Hint, it starts with V.
Question 3: What is a three wheeled bike called?
Question 4: Australian laws are that you must wear what item when riding a bike?
Question 5: The rock band Queen had a song titled: “I want to ride my ……………”
Question 6: Approximately how many bicycles are manufactured worldwide each year?
Question 7: When you are safely using a supervised crossing do you ride your bike or walk your bike?
Question 8: The most famous bike race in the world was in established in 1903, what is it’s name?
Question 9: What does BMX stand for?
Question 10: Name three types of bikes.
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Welfare

Cyber Safety Warning
Since returning to face-to-face learning, our students at Tyabb Primary School have been happy and keen
to be with their friends. In my role the biggest concern that I have—after communication with a lot of
parents and students—is online platforms.
It is understandable that many parents allowed their children to join online platforms during the remote
learning period to help with the social connectedness that children so desperately needed. However, now
that the children are seeing their friends on a daily basis it is becoming evident that they are then going
home and continuing to chat to friends via a range of platforms.
In a previous newsletter I have mentioned the ages required for students to safely be on particular online
platforms—e.g. Facebook, Snapchat and Tik Tok are for children aged 13+.
We do not recommend children using social media platforms for 13+.
These ages are suggested by cyber safety experts due to the nature of how people communicate on
online platforms and the issues that can arise. A particular level of maturity is required and primary
school aged children do not possess that maturity (generally speaking).
One particular online platform that seems to have become very popular this year is Roblox.
This platform is causing issues across the school with students coming each day worried and upset that
they have been communicated with negatively by other students in the school. It is totally up to parents
to decide which social media their children use at home, but can it please be suggested that your child is
in an open space during their use of these platforms where you can monitor what is being said to them
and what they are saying to the other children using the platform?
If you haven’t already done so, it is suggested that you click on the link below and read through very
important information to ensure that your child is safe.
https://www.familyzone.com/anz/families/blog/roblox-parents-review
One particular section that concerned me was:
Why is it such a risk to children?

The social interaction amongst players is an issue with this online platform. The purpose of Roblox is for players to
interact and make friends. This is achieved by wandering around the online world and stopping to talk with other
players within an unmoderated chat feature. Like any online multiplayer game, there is little to no control over the
types of people or age limits of those playing the game. Despite the fact that strict chat filters can be activated blocking inappropriate words and phrases - children are still susceptible to being targeted by online predators.
Roblox appeals directly to children under 12, easy targets who lack the ability to discriminate between appropriate
and inappropriate requests. The game invites players to explore imaginary worlds of all kinds.
"The chat function poses a real danger to children playing this popular game,"
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Welfare
P R A C T I C A L A DV I C E F O R
S TA R T I N G S E C O N DA RY S C H O O L
Moving from primary to secondary school, or high school, is a big transition. It can be a time full of fun,
excitement and new experiences, but can also be challenging or worrying for some children. You can
help by making sure your child is prepared and feels supported.

It’s common for kids to have some challenges with the transition to high school. One in three children say
they found the transition difficult. These difficulties usually resolve during the first year.
Going to high school: what to expect
Children often have mixed feelings about starting high school. They might be:

excited about new friends, subjects and teachers

Nervous about learning new routines, making new friends or even wearing a new uniform

Worried about handling an increased workload or being bullied
You might also worry about these issues, and about whether your child will have the confidence and skills
to handle them.
These worries are all normal. Secondary school also means a move from the familiar to the unknown,
and a whole new way of doing things.
Relationships
Your child will need to meet new peers and make new friends, and establish or re-establish their position
within a peer group.

Schoolwork
Your child will need to adapt to new teaching and assessment styles, cope with a wide range of subjects,
adjust to having different teachers in different classrooms, become more responsible for their own
learning, manage a heavier study and homework load, and learn a new and more complex timetable.

Getting around
Your child will have to adjust to a new school campus, find their way around, get to class on time with the
right books and materials, and possibly cope with new transport arrangements.
When children are making the move to high school, parents have the biggest influence on how smooth
the transition is. Your child’s friends do influence how your child feels about the move, but your support
has longer-lasting effects.

Tyabb Primary School Bulletin: 19th November 2020
‘From little things, big things grow’

Page 6

Welfare
Preparing to start high school
You can help to ease any worries your child has about starting secondary school by preparing your child in
the months and weeks before term begins.
Here are some ideas for dealing with practical issues:



Make sure your child attends the statewide orientation programs in the last term of primary school.
If your primary school doesn’t run a transition program, find out what transition services and
supports your child’s new high school offers.



Involve your child in decision-making. For example, you could try talking together about school
uniform decisions, transport to and from school, and subject choices, if they’re offered.

Here are some ideas to deal with mixed feelings and worries:





Talk with your child about what they’re most looking forward to and what they’re worried about.
Really listen when your child shares his or her feelings about secondary school.
Listen to your child’s worries, but also get them to look at the positive things about the move. For
example, you could highlight the new opportunities your child will have by talking about
extracurricular activities your child could choose at the new school.
Talk with your child about friendship worries. For example, you could ask what your child’s friends
are saying about secondary school. You could also talk about how your child might keep in touch
with old friends and make new friends at high school.

During the transition to high school
Here are some ideas to help with the practical side of the transition to high school:



Try to arrange for a parent, grandparent or other close adult to be home before and after school for
the first few weeks of transition.
Find out the name of the teacher responsible for your child’s overall care, attendance and social and
academic progress. This person might be called a home-room teacher, home-group teacher, year
advisor or pastoral care teacher. Make personal contact with this person as early as possible to
introduce yourself and ask questions.

Try to make your home as comfortable for study time as possible. For example, make sure your child has

a quiet place to study, away from distractions such as the TV or a mobile phone. When the internet is
necessary for study, you might want to keep an eye on the websites your child is using.
These ideas might help with worries about getting to know people and making new friends at high
school:



Find out whether there’s a buddy system at your child’s new school and encourage your child to be
involved in it.
Let your child know that new friends are welcome in your home. Encourage your child to invite new
friends over, or be ready to transport your child to their houses.
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Help your child explore new opportunities. Learning a musical instrument, trying a new sport or
joining a drama class are great ways for your child to meet other kids and get involved in school
activities.

You could try these suggestions for handling emotional ups and downs:





Be prepared for early ups and downs. Adjusting to change takes time, but if things don’t stabilise
after the first six weeks, talk to your child’s home-room teacher in the first instance.
Remind your child that it’s normal to feel nervous about starting something new – for example, you
could share how nervous and excited you feel when starting a new job.
Talk to other parents to check whether your child’s experiences and feelings are similar to those of
others. Sporting and school events are a good place to meet other parents.
Try to make sure your child eats well, gets plenty of physical activity and gets plenty of sleep. The
change to secondary school is likely to make your child more tired at first.

Your feelings about your child starting high school
Your child’s transition to secondary is a big change for you too. Your relationship with your child’s primary
school might be ending, and you’re likely to have a different sort of relationship with your child’s
secondary school.
It’s OK for you to have mixed feelings about these changes.
Talking to other parents, particularly those who have gone through high school transition, often helps. It
might ease your mind to know that many children find things a little hard at first but settle in during the
year.
Also, other parents who are experienced at the school can often answer small questions and give you
helpful tips about how things work at your child’s new school.
And don’t be surprised to find that your child doesn’t want you to be as visible at their secondary school
as you might have been during the primary years. Remember that they’ll still need your support outside
of school, and that it’s all part of the way they develop greater independence.

Signs your child might be having difficulty
Signs your child might be struggling include:
 a lack of involvement in the new school
 little or no talk about new friends
 refusal to talk with you about school
 little or no interest in doing homework
 low confidence or self-esteem – your child might say she’s dumb or stupid
 no desire to go to school, or refusal to go
a drop in grades or academic performance.
If your child is having trouble, don’t wait for things to improve on their own.
Try to get your child talking about how their feeling, let them know that their feelings of worry and
discomfort are normal, and see whether you can work out some strategies together. Also consider
speaking with your child’s teacher, guidance counsellor or GP.
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BOOKLISTS
Reminder that booklist order forms are required back by Friday 20th November.
Payment of the booklist is due by Friday 4th December. If you have any concerns in regards
to the payment please contact the office. Also check if you have any credit on your account
in case you were credited if your child didn't get to go on camp and you had paid.

School Photos 2020 – Tyabb Primary School
Annual school photos have been taken by Arthur Reed Photos.
To view the images of your child and order photos, you will need to register online.
1.
2.
3.

Go to https://order.arphotos.com.au
Enter the 2020 image code for your child (from their personalized flyer)
Fill in your email and mobile details

That’s it! You’ll be notified by email/SMS when 2020 images are ready to view and purchase.
In the webshop you can view the photos taken of your child and customize your photo package; Choose ANY
layout, ANY image and choose a digital image download which includes ALL of their 2020 portrait images.
Even if you registered last year, you need to register again this year to link your child’s images for the
current year with your details.
Once registered, please wait for notification that 2020 images are ready to view before making your
purchase. All photo orders will be sent directly to the address you provide when ordering.
To be notified when 2020 images are ready to view – Register Online Now.
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To support members of our community throughout the Christmas season, we are
hoping to create a food hamper in each grade. The local group, Mums Supporting
Families in Need (MSFIN) have started the idea of the ‘Reverse Advent Calendar’. In the
lead up to Christmas, instead of receiving a treat each day, we will be collecting different
items to fill a hamper. The hope is that we will eventually have 18 food hampers to give
to families in need.
Your child’s classroom teacher will send you an email with more information on what to
bring.
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Star Students are being presented weekly via Webex for
the remainder of the year . Our captains will read these
out at Assembly each Monday afternoon. Certificates
will be given to students after the assembly.

November
PREP
Rogue
Indi
Thomas
Zachary
Ace
Jazmine
Leni
GRADE ONE
Mila
Jai
Bodhi
Ryder
Duke
Benny
Finn
Isla
Jasmine
GRADE TWO
Ruby
Leo
Liam
Oliver
GRADE THREE
Chloe
Harlow
Issy
GRADE FOUR
GRADE FIVE
Lachlan
Heath
Sophie
Jacob
Rebecca
Lara
GRADE SIX
Emma
Madden
Zanthe
Phoenix

MONDAY 9TH

MONDAY 16TH

NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER

PA

Oliver

PA

Leni

PB

Samuel

PB

Teddy

PC

Matilda

PC

Cienna

1A

Nate

1A

Blake

1B

Leo

1B

Oliver

1C

Benny

1C

Jewel

2A

Bella

2A

Jennifer

2B

Jolie

2B

Indy

2C

Mahli

2C

Arthur

3A

Willow

3A

Ava

3B

Chase

3B

Alarah

4A

Bella

4A

Huon

4B

Xavier &
Cooper

4B

Jessica

5A

Rylee

5A

Spencer

5B

Bella

5B

Lola

6A

Tom

6A

Lukas

6B

Rohan

6B

Sharnie

6C

Jacob

6C

Ashlyn

Jacob
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Community News
Great news! The year 5 & 6 Rugby Jumpers have arrived
and can be purchased directly from Beleza in Somerville.
Beleza has a 2020 VIP Sale until Thursday 17th
December with 10% off most school clothing.
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Community News
Ritchies Exciting News!
Our Fundraising Partner Ritchies IGA, are launching their new
Ritchies Card, incorporating the Community Benefit Program
and this will not only benefit our organisation, but also all our
members.
The program now has an App for both IOS and Android smart
devices. For those members who don’t have a smart phone,
or would like a physical card, this option is also available and
can be linked to the App.
Every month, our organisation will receive 0.5%* of our
members’ spend in Ritchies Stores PLUS our members will
receive special offers and member only specials via the App.
*T&C’s
apply
ritchiescardterms

see

https://www.ritchies.com.au/

Featuring monthly promotions, cheaper prices for you, Collect
and Win, as well as games and lots more fun things to do, this
is a great opportunity to support our club.
You can download the Apps by scanning the QR codes below or search for Ritchies in the Apple App Store or Google Play.
Your Club President
John Smith
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