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Principalôs Report 

Iôm a strong supporter of State School Education and am 

proud to say that I work in an excellent state school, just like 

the ones you might have seen on the TV and in the Herald/Sun 

lately. You know, the ñEvery child, every opportunity to 

shineò ads? Sometimes though, we suffer the slings and 

arrows of being part of a massive bureaucracy that doesnôt 

always act in the best interest of its main clients, our children. 

We are faced with just such a circumstance at the moment 

with the implementation of the disastrous P-2 online 

assessment which I will explain below. Iôm not sure how 

much the fancy advertising was but I can only imagine it 

would have been more than enough to fund schools to 

properly implement the assessment program. We can also only 

wonder what has happened to the extra $100 per primary 

student that was given to the state government in the last 

federal budget that we were assured would directly appear in 

school budgets. Not a sign of it here I have to say and based 

on our recent 2010 planning, no sign on the horizon either. 

Perhaps this is another result of existing within a massive 

bureaucracy. 

 

P-2 online assessment  

I believe I should explain to parents why programs in the P-2 

grades will be disrupted over the coming weeks. This week 

and over the next couple of weeks, Prep ï 2 teachers at this 

school and at every primary school in Victoria will be 

conducting the P-2 English Online assessments for all students 

in years prep to 2. This has come as a result of a government 

directive late last term. The testing has been mandated on very 

short notice and without any consultation with principals, 

professional associations, teacher unions or schools. The 

assessment is conducted by classroom teachers one-to-one 

with each student and each test takes, at best, 30-45 minutes 

and often much longer. The testing is supposed to be 

conducted online but the DEECD computer system has 

completely failed to cope and so teachers in most schools have 

resorted to paper testing rather than sit through the 3 to 10 

minutes of wait time for each of the multitude of pages of the 

test to load. This of course means that data will need to be 

entered later, creating more cost and more lost time. Each 

teacher needs to be replaced in order to conduct the testing and 

so Tyabb will spend several thousands of dollars on 

replacement teachers as will most other schools around the 

state. This is money that was otherwise committed to more 

valuable student programs and which has had to be redirected 

to the testing without consideration for our School Councilôs 

annual budget process. Teachersô responses so far have 

indicated that the testing is of little value to them in either 

informing their teaching or providing relevant data for school 

reports. Each grade teacher will spend anywhere between 2 

and 4 days of valuable instruction time out of the classroom to 

conduct these government mandated tests. Whilst they should 

be teaching your children, they will instead be conducting 

tests solely it seems to provide the government with data.  

 

Other programs such as language support and reading 

recovery will also be disrupted to ensure the implementation 

of the testing program. Principals, teachers and school 

communities are rightly angry over the implementation of this 

program and the millions of dollars of school funds that 

schools across the state have had to spend in order to ensure 

its implementation. Parents too, should be angry at this ill-

considered and unnecessary disruption to the education of 

your children. It has been poorly planned, unsuccessfully 

implemented and severely under-resourced with only a few 

meagre dollars being doled out to a few of our very poorest 

schools. The matter will certainly be discussed at our School 

Council meeting on Monday night. Please call me at school if 

you wish to discuss this further. 

On time and ready  to  learn  

As a reminder to the note that was sent out on Monday, over 

the next few weeks we will be having a concerted campaign 

on lateness. I will be checking all late slips and letters will be 

going to some parents who are consistent offenders. I would 

appreciate it if everyone could make every effort to ensure 

punctuality each morning so that children have the best chance 

of taking advantage of the learning opportunities offered. The 

rooms are open and supervised at 8.50am each morning ready 

for a prompt 9am start to the day. 

Enrolments 2010  
Enrolments for 2010 are very strong and we could begin next 

year with just over 400 students. Some year levels are near 

full, especially at the junior level, and so it is important that 

anyone who is considering enrolling for 2010 does so very 

soon or there may not be positions available. Similarly if you 

will not be returning to Tyabb next year, please let us know 

because we may have someone who wants a place. The earlier 

we have this information, the better we are able to cater for 

everyoneôs needs. 

Grade Requests 2010  

Already there have been parents making enquiries as to which 

teachers will be in what grades or roles next year so that they 

can make requests for particular teachers. Please know that it 

is my firm policy NOT to take requests for particular teachers. 

Certainly there are a very small number of children who may 

have particular social or academic needs and these will be 

considered when deciding grade placements. These requests 

should be submitted to me in writing during November when 

we are allocating children to grades. Please also note that we 

do not have confirmed grade allocations for teachers until at 

least mid-December so donôt start asking teachers which grade 

theyôll have next year. They probably wonôt know and are not 

allowed to tell you anyway! Factors such as the employment 

of new teachers, mean that there may even be uncertainties 

about grade allocations even during the Christmas holidays. 

The placement of children in grades is a complex task, taking 

into account the academic and social characteristics of each 

child, friendship groups, composite grade arrangements and 

special circumstances. A change of grade after they have been 

allocated is normally difficult and rarely accommodated.  
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Please understand that allocations are arranged with the best 

interests of each child in mind. This may or may not coincide 

with your personal preferences as a parent 

Cycling success  

Congratulations to Chloe Lindridge who competed last 

weekend in the State Schools Road Cycling Championships. 

Chloe, a member of our school HPV team, came 6
th
 in a field 

of 25! Fantastic result Chloe! 

Epilepsy Trivia Final  

Congratulations to our teams who competed in the Epilepsy 

Foundation Trivia final last Sunday. They all had terrific 

results in a very strong competition. Best of all, they said they 

had a fantastic day! Well done to all of the teams and thank 

you to the parents and staff who took time out of their 

weekend to travel over to Monash University for the event. 

Walkathon  

What a shame the weather was so bad for our Walkathon Day. 

The parade was fantastic though, and thank you to all of the 

parents and children who put so much effort into the amazing 

array of costumes. We were finally able to complete the 

Walkathon on Tuesday and so now the hard work begins of 

collecting all those sponsor pledges. There are plenty of prizes 

just waiting to be given out so get cracking and get your 

sponsorship forms in everyone! 

World Teachers Day  

On a closing note, Friday October 30 is World Teachers Day. 

Below are a few quotes that I ñGoogledò that might inspire 

you to take the opportunity to thank a teacher for the vital role 

they play in the lives of your children. 

I like a teacher who gives you something to take home to think 

about besides homework. ~ Lily Tomlin as "Edith Ann" 

The dream begins with a teacher who believes in you, who 

tugs and pushes and leads you to the next plateau, sometimes 

poking you with a sharp stick called "truth." ~ Dan Rather 

If a doctor, lawyer, or dentist had 40 people in his office at 

one time, all of whom had different needs, and some of whom 

didn't want to be there and were causing trouble, and the 

doctor, lawyer, or dentist, without assistance, had to treat 

them all with professional excellence for nine months, then he 

might have some conception of the classroom teacher's job. ~ 

Donald D. Quinn 

A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his 

influence stops. ~ Henry Brooks Adams 

A teacher is a compass that activates the magnets of curiosity, 

knowledge, and wisdom in the pupils. ~ Ever Garrison 

Teaching is not a lost art, but the regard for it is a lost 

tradition. ~ Jacques Barzun 

And on a lighter noteéé 

Often, when I am reading a good book, I stop and thank my 

teacher. That is, I used to, until she got an unlisted number. 

~Anon 

 

Greg Lacey 
Principal  

Have a great week everyone!  

 

 

Missing  

ST Kilda long sleeve AFL top size 6  

or maybe 8.  

Missing since footy day taken from basket 

outside 3S. Named ñAllyò 

 

Forward Dates  

October   

Monday 26
th
 School Council Meeting 

26
th
-30

th 
October Swimming Program prep/3/4 

$50 due by 26/10/09 

Monday 26
th
  State Athletics 

November   

Tuesday 3
rd
 Melbourne Cup Day 

Tuesday 10
th
 District Rugby Day 

Wednesday 11
th
 Remembrance Day 

19
th
-20

th 
Nov HPV, Maryborough 

Monday 23
rd
 School Council Meeting 

Thursday 26
th
 Triathlon 

December   

Friday 4
th
  PFA Disco 

Thursday 17
th
 Grade 6 Graduation 

Friday 18
th
 Term 4 ends 

 

 

From the APôs desk 

 

Student Well Being Conference ï continued! 

Paula Barratt was the second keynote speaker at the Well 

Being Conference. She is a Clinical Psychologist who is the 

founder of the Pathways Health and Research Centre in 

Queensland. She was also fascinating!  Her topic was risk and 

protective factors in childrenôs emotional development.  

Paula identified four risk factors that can hinder a childôs 

emotional development: 

Á Temperament sensitivity - One out of every five people 

have been found to have very sensitive temperaments. You 

can tell these children from a very early age, as they often 

have trouble settling to sleep, hate loud noises or changes 

to routine, worry about things, can be perfectionists, etc. 

Á Threat focussed attention ï These people look for the 

negatives in their day and are often are described as ñglass 

half emptyò.Brain development ï This was incredible. 

Current brain research is finding that the brain is much 

more ñplasticò than previously known, meaning that at any 

point in life it can still change, as long as you aerobically 

exercise daily and keep learning new things. It becomes 

harder as you age, but it still works! The vulnerability of 

the teenage brain was not something I had really thought 

about: next to in uterus, the teenage period is the biggest 

period of brain development. She said the frontal lobe was 

less developed at 14 than it was at 8! And if you have a 

teenager, you could probably predict that the frontal lobe is 

responsible for empathy, thinking through actions, 

responsible decision making, etc.  

Á Traumatic life events ï These become a risk factor when 

there are multiple traumas in a personôs life. 

But the good news was that there are many more protective 

factors that can help a childôs emotional development: 

Á Attachment and affection with another living being ï 

unconditional love. And for some people this can be with a 

cat or a dog!  

Á Cognitive style ï are you a glass half full or half empty 

style of thinker? 
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Á Family ï extended family plays an important part in our 

emotional development 

Á Sleep ï Primaries need 9 ½ to 10 hours sleep a night, 

teenagers 9 ¼ and adults 8-9 hours. This is increasing 

being shown to be a critical factor in peopleôs well being. 

Á Daily exercise ï an hour a day of real movement 

Á Diet ï reduced sugar and salt. Did you know that one can 

of soft drink has 4x the amount of sugar that a child can 

metabolise in one day? 

Á School or work ï a connection to the community each day 

Á Prevention programs, like the You Can Do It program that 

we run at TPS. 

Not sure if you have found all this pretty boring, but Amy 

Dzur and I learnt so much at the Student Well Being 

Conference, and wanted to share!!!! 

 

Kerry Quigley  

Assistant Principal 

 

Library News  

 

I was quite surprised to see that 159 students had 

overdues amounting to 408 books out of the school 

library. There were also 77 readers overdue. So you can 

understand why I felt it necessary to send home overdue 

notes last Friday. If you would like to discuss any of the 

items on your childôs list I am available before, during 

and after school on Wednesdays and Fridays. 

If you are going on family holidays please do not take 

the library books from school. 

Books sometimes need repairs, so if your child borrows 

a book that needs repairing please send it to the library. 

Normal household sticky tape is not very good for 

repairing ripped pages as the glue contains acid which 

eats into the pages, making repairs harder. We 

understand that the books are constantly being borrowed 

out and are not going to be in mint condition. 

We also have lots of new books which need covering, so 

if you can help with this, it would be greatly appreciated. 

Just Drop in and speak to Yashmin. 

Thanks for your continued support of the library 

 

Trish Creely ï Library Teacher 

Yashmin Beaumont ï Library Technician 

 

 

 

 
CANTEEN TERM 4 

 
Canteen will be open for SNACKS at Lunch Time only 

every Friday for Term 4. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports arena  

 

ZONE ATHLETIC CARNIVAL.  

We had 7 students represent our school at the 

Zone Athletic Carnival at Ballam Park, on Friday 

9
th
 October. Congratulations to Kaila, 5

th
 in 10 

year girls 800m, Erin, 5
th
 in both 11year girls 

hurdles and shot put, Leigh, 5
th
 in the 11 year 

boys hurdles, Rebecca, 4
th
 in the 12 year girls triple jump and 

5
th
 in the high jump, Georgia, 3

rd
 in the 12 year girls 200m and 

5
th
 in the 800m, Molly, 8

th
 in the 12 year girls 1500m and 

Daniel, 6
th
 in the 12 year boys long jump. Well done everyone.  

 

SWIMMING PROGRAM  

Children in Prep, grade 3 and grade 4 will 

commence their swimming program at the 

Somerville YMCA Swimming Centre next week, 

on Monday 26
th
 to Friday 30

th
 October. Please 

remember to return your permission envelopes and swimming 

achievement forms, if you havenôt yet done so, even if your 

child is not going to assist with planning. Have fun everyone!  

 

SUMMER LIGHTNING PREMIERSHIP  

Unfortunately, with all the rain we had last week, our Summer 

Lightning Premiership Day that was scheduled 

for last Thursday was cancelled, however, our 

girlsô and boysô basketball teams were playing 

on Tuesday at Balnarring PS. We will have 

some reports next bulletin. All other students will have their 

money refunded this week.  

 

P.E. CLASSES.  

With the weather warming up again, please try to remember to 

bring a bottle of water to P.E classes, together with hats and 

appropriate footwear!! 

 

Kathie Toft. 

  

 

 

 
2010 BOOKLISTS 

Just to let families know that Booklists for 2010 were  
sent home last Week.  

Must be returned by 30
th

 October, Thank You. 
Please note pre-payment-creditcard/cheques not  

activated until 4
th

 December, 2009. 
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Music Program  

Dates To Remember For Music and Choir Students  

 

Instrumental Concert  

Thursday 3 rd  December evening 

 

Elderly Visit  tentative date  

Wednesday 9 th  December all day  

 

Carols By Candlelight at  

Somerville Fruit Growers Reserve  

Sunday 13th  December.  

 

 

 

Music Payments   

Payments are now due for Semester 2  

Music Lessons and Instrument Hire .  

 

 

Parents and Friends 

Association  

 

Last Wednesday we had half  of our annual 

walkathon. The completion of the walk was 

done earlier this week.  Although it rained,  

it didnõt damper the spirits of all our fantastic 

children who came dressed up in their  òNations of the 

Worldó costumes. They were fabulous!   

 

 

Thank you to all the children, parents 

and teachers who supported this event.  

The walkathon is PFAõs biggest event 

and we could not do it without you all.  

Thank you so much.  

  

Carol Faska 

PFA President  
 

 

SUMMER LIGHTNING PREMIERSHIP  

 

Grade 5 & 6 were unable to attend the 

Summer Lightning Premiership last Thursday 

15th  October, due to the inclement weather. 

Unfortunately rescheduling is not an option. 

The permission envelopes and money were 

sent home on Tuesday with the children.  
 

 

WEBSITE SURVEY REMINDERS 

 

Parents just a reminder to send in any Website surveyõs you 

have floating around at home, the committee would like to get 

onto this as soon as possible.  

Thank you. 

 

 

Out of School Hours Care  

Each week seems to bring another birthday 

celebrationéé.Lots of fun. 

 

Last week we had an interesting visit from Lorna from 

Australia Post ï Hastings. This week we have had the 

opportunity to spend some more time outside. Lots of skipping 

& games on the green court. Painting has been a popular past 

time too. 

 

Our lovely OSHC Rose that was planted in the office garden is 

blooming beautifully for the second time. 

Very creative Lego construction goes on every day. Thanks 

for the return of the surveys. They have provided some 

interesting comments. 

 

REMINDER: BOOKINGS AND CANCELLATIONS 
Before School Care must be cancelled before 8am. 
After School Care must be cancelled before 9am otherwise 
the normal fee is charged. 
 

OSHC Phone :  5977 4219 
Mobile :   0428 120 202 
 

Please note: Late pick up fee applies after 6.30pm. 
 

OSHC HOURS 
Before School Care  7.15-8.45am 
After School Care   3.30-6.30pm 

 

Increased numbers this term especially Thursday afternoon the 

most popular day of the week for bookings.Thanks to the 

bookings ï Thursdays often require an increase in staff and of 

course extra catering!  

 

Enjoy this welcome Spring Weather. 

 

Deidre, Marlene, Sharron, Hollie, Jeannie and Lianne. 

 

 

"vegemaniaò dvd orders 

 

Orders of DVDôs placed before the school 

holidays are now available for pick up from 

the office.  

 

The DVDôs can be picked up by parents or a 

letter is required to accompany your child 

if you wish the DVD to be sent home.   

 

  


