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Principal’s Report 

 

Welcome to term 3 and a special welcome to our new 

families, Faith (Prep K), Dyman (2H) and Nicholas (4GW) – 

Isabella (Prep M) and Zac (2H). I am sure you will enjoy your 

association with our terrific school and this wonderful 

community. I have to admit, I‟m still struggling with the cold 

after returning from the 9
th

 Congress of the International 

Confederation of Principals (ICP) in Singapore. It was an 

outstanding conference involving 1500 Principals and school 

administrators from more than 40 countries. I heard some 

amazing speakers and also had the opportunity to visit a 

couple of Singaporean schools. It is always interesting to see 

other schools but particularly in a place like Singapore. They 

have managed so well to produce a harmonious and 

prosperous nation in such a multi-cultural environment with 

significant populations of four major ethnic groups, the 

Chinese, the Indian, the Malay and the Eurasians. It is obvious 

from the impassioned and eloquent speech by the Singaporean 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, by the articulate and thought 

provoking keynote presentation by Professor Kishore 

Mahbubahni from the National University of Singapore, by 

the incredible professionalism and commitment seen in the 

school staff and the joy for learning evident in the children, 

that education is extremely high on their agenda. Whilst 

having many significant cultural differences, they met many of 

the same challenges as we do in Australia but met them with a 

level of optimism and promise for the future rarely seen. 

 

Highlights from Singapore 

Singapore sits on a piece of land not much bigger than the 

Mornington Peninsula, 47km wide and 23km from top to 

bottom. It houses 4.84 million people and yet it never seems 

crowded. It‟s clean, safe, exciting – modern but with great 

respect for its history. The people are delightful; the service 

faultless, the food eclectic and the weather is always warm. 

There are many highlights in the country itself but I‟d like to 

talk about one particular highlight from the conference. It was 

a 27 year old keynote speaker called Michael Furdyk, a young 

American entrepreneur who turned early success with his own 

companies like MyDesktop.com into a burgeoning career in 

consultancy for many of the worlds Fortune 500 companies. 

This alone is a “You Can Do It” story worthy of note, until 

you hear that now he has turned his back on high profit to 

begin a not-for-profit organisation called TakingITGlobal.org, 

the aim of which is to “Inspire, Inform and Involve” young 

people in global issues. It is a story worth finding out about so 

can I suggest you Google Michael Furdyk and check out the 

TakingITGlobal.org website. 

 

Welcome back Kerry 

It was great to welcome back Kerry Quigley on Monday after 

a lengthy absence from illness. Kerry is still not completely 

recovered and so, at this stage she has returned on a part time 

basis. As she regains her strength and vitality, she will 

gradually increase her time fraction. We are so glad to see her 

back and wish her a speedy recovery.  

 

Whizz Fizz bizz 

Late last term, some year 5 girls decided that making home-

made “whizz fizz” (sherbet) and selling it, might be a good 

way to make some pocket money. They apparently sold some 

to children here at school. Although seemingly an innocent 

and innocuous business showing admirable entrepreneurship, I 

am concerned that their little business was so successful. Not 

from the point of view that I wanted them necessarily to fail in 

their first foray into the business world but more from the 

standpoint of the customers who, trusting as they are, bought 

the bags of confectionery without really knowing much about 

it. There was, in fact nothing wrong with the “whizz fizz” but 

I have spoken to all of the children in year 3 -6 about 

“personal safety” and the choices they might make. As far as I 

know, no children below year 3 bought the product but I will 

be asking teachers to discuss the same sorts of issues with the 

younger children in a broader sense. I would encourage 

parents to reinforce this message at home. Product safety is 

something we just can‟t take for granted. Children need to 

think carefully about the choices they make about what they 

eat and where it comes from. It will be a valuable lesson as 

they grow older and one that we need to continually reinforce. 

 

Early Childhood Research 

Forum 

On Tuesday of next week, the Prep teaching team and I head 

off to the city to present at a DEECD research forum. As I 

have mentioned before, we have been leading research into 

school transition/readiness processes along with several other 

schools in our local cluster. At the forum, we will present the 

results of our research and plans for the future to a large 

audience of teachers, school administrators and DEECD 

officials. The DEECD is very supportive of this kind of 

practitioner-led research and are very interested in our 

conclusions. 

 

Prep enrolments 2010 

With enrolment tours this week and Enrolment Information 

Night on Monday, plans for 2010 are well underway. Demand 

for enrolment for Prep 2010 has been very strong. I would 

encourage all current Tyabb families to enrol Preps for 2010 

as soon as possible in enrolment week so that we have a clear 

idea of numbers to plan accordingly. 

Year 6 museum excursion 

I‟m really looking forward to heading off to the Imax cinema 

and the Museum with the year 6 students. I don‟t get the go on 

many excursions these days so I was pleased to receive the 

invitation. The year 6‟s are a terrific group of children and I‟m 

sure we‟ll have a great day! 

mailto:tyabb.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.tyabbps.edu.au/
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Year 3 camp Somers 

Best of luck to our year 3 students who head off to Somers 

camp next week. It‟s always a great camp, an exciting start to 

their school camp experiences. Hopefully, the weather warms 

up just a little for them! 

HPV “Team Tyabb” 2009 
Selections are complete and we start in earnest this term. We 

will have a team meeting with riders and parents early in the 

term to plan the year ahead. The dates for which we are 

planning are, the weekend of 12
th

 and 13
th

 September for the 

Maroondah Grand Prix event and the 19
th

 – 22
nd

 November for 

the RACV Energy Breakthrough at Maryborough.  

The team this year is: 

Chloe  Scott  

Rebecca  Sam  

Jessica  Matt  

Rebekah  Jake  

Taylor  Ned  

Georgia  James  

Kayleigh Lochlan  

Chloe  Zac  

Molly  Tarquinn  

Amber  Abby  

Hannah  Michaela  

Brianna  

Cycling policy 

Tuesday 30
th

 June must have been a very slow news day for 

the local Fairfax newspaper, the Westernport trader. Why else 

would “journalist” Jo Winterbottom have produced an 

amateurish and ill-conceived article on our cycling policy that 

was inaccurate and pointless? Of course, I‟m never surprised 

by the lack of concern for the truth or ethics by local 

newspapers. However, it does beg the question as to why 

parents would have their faces and those of their children on 

the front page touting an issue that has already been dealt 

with, in full knowledge that we were only awaiting the July 

School Council meeting to ratify the new policy? Why would 

members of our school community have our school dragged 

across the front papers of this slipshod country rag by a 

journalist grasping at straws in a desperate attempt to further a 

career in the “high-powered” world of community news? 

Let‟s highlight the inaccuracies in the article and place some 

truth in print. In the article, it was suggested that parents were 

“protesting”. Let‟s place some perspective on this statement. I 

must admit, I haven‟t seen any protesting parents outside the 

school nor have they been in my office. In the nine years I 

have been in this school, three families have met with me 

regarding our cycling policy, particularly on the issue of 

young children (those below year 4) riding with parents. Each 

time, the parents were invited to write to School Council 

and/or present their views at Council for consideration. Each 

time this has occurred, the policy has been reviewed at 

Council at length and, in the first two circumstances, the 

current policy has been ratified. More recently, Kylie Hosking 

(I will use names in this case since the parents were happy to 

have their name published in connection with this issue) 

accepted the invitation to attend School Council and present 

her views. Far from protesting, she offered a reasoned, 

impassioned and well-researched case for change which was 

appreciated and well received by members of the Council.  It 

was decided that we should have further discussions on this 

issue, particularly given the excellent work prepared by Ms 

Hosking in relation to potential guidelines for parents and a 

policy framework. It was then decided by Council for a 

member to meet with Ms Hosking to discuss the issue further 

with a view to formulating a policy and the matter was taken 

up by the School Council‟s Traffic Safety Committee. This 

was done and, at the last meeting, it was decided to completely 

rewrite the policy, including allowing younger children to 

cycle with responsible adults within certain guidelines. This 

was clearly communicated and thus my bemusement at the 

appearance of the pointless article in the local paper. My only 

conclusion is that the article was opportunistic, deliberately 

mischievous or simple grandstanding by whoever was 

responsible for it – or maybe a combination of all of the 

above. So what other inaccuracies are there in the article? 

Well let‟s go through it. Is anyone “protesting”? Clearly, not. 

The names of two parents were listed as “leading the charge”. 

Only one of those parents, Ms Hosking, has ever approached 

me or Council about the cycling policy. It was also stated that 

“the council has so far refused to change the policy”. Clearly 

untrue and this fact was clearly stated to the reporter and 

known by parents prior to the article going to press. The whole 

premise of the article had no basis in fact. Further, it should be 

noted that School Council is not influenced in its decision 

making by emotive front page articles, especially in regard to 

policy affecting the safety and well-being of our children.  A 

new policy will be presented to the July School Council 

meeting for approval. It is extensive, based on solid research 

and fair to all. Most of all, it has the safety of our children as 

its prime objective. It will be interesting to see who takes 

advantage of this opportunity once the new policy is in place. 

 

 

Greg Lacey 
Principal 

 

 

 

Forward Dates  

july  

Thursday16th Prep Tours 

Friday 17
th

 Grade 6 Excursion to City 

Monday 20
th

 Prep Information Evening 7pm 

Monday 20
th

 Grade 6 Natural Disaster Expo 

  

20
th

-24
th

 July Enrolment Week 

22
nd

-24
th

 July Year 3 Camp Somers 

Monday 27
th

 School Council 7.30pm  Staffroom 

Tuesday 28
th

 Alpha Production King Arthur $6.50 

August  

5
th

-7
th

 August Year 4 Camp Phillip Island 

Thursday 13
th

 Zone Winter Sports 

Friday 14
th

 House Athletics Gr 4-6 Ballam Park 
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From the AP’s desk 

 

 

 

 
It was fabulous to be back at school on Monday!  Tyabb 

Primary School is such a welcoming place to be:  so 
many children came up to welcome me back and to ask 

how I was ï you should be so proud of how thoughtful 
they are!  A huge thank-you to the whole school 

community for all your ñget wellò wishes, cards, food 

and gifts ï what a wonderful place to work!  It was 
certainly a bit of a shock to be so ill last term, but I am 

hoping to be back at school full time very quickly. 
 

 Please let Diane in the office know if you need to 

contact me ï she can make an appointment, or get me 
to call you if you have any issues. 
 

Kerry Quigley 
Assistant Principal 

 

Art Room 

 

Term three in the art room will be busy, as usual, but 
with a theme of ñItôs a Jungle Out thereò. This will tie 
in with the book week theme later in the term of 
ñBook Safariò. There will be many different activities 

based around this theme. The preps, ones and twos will be painting 
this week and it is a timely reminder for those children who STILL 
havenôt got some sort of protective clothing to wear in art. I do have 
some spares that children use but ideally they should have their own. 
Please ensure that it is named clearly so it can be returned if it gets 
into my spares by mistake. If your child has lost their smock please 
feel free to wander in and check my spares. 
 
Often your child will use materials in the art room that makes their 
hands dirty or appear stained. Usually this is easily removed with a 
good scrub at nightly bath or shower time. We only have access to 
cold water in the art room, which is not ideal for thorough cleaning. 
Food dye is one that only seems to wash off after a good scrub and 
soak! Many times I get funny looks from shopkeepers as I stop off on 
my way home for bread and milk. 
 
I went off to Zart Art, one of my suppliers, in Box Hill last Friday and 
saw the display of tribal faces completed by our grade 3 and 4 
children earlier in the year. Many teachers, artists and students view 
the gallery each term and ñborrowò ideas from what they see there. 
Zart also send a publication out to each and every school in the state 
full of good ideas, and the Tyabb work is again featured here. I felt 
very proud to see their work on display and hope they feel the same 
too. Any parents of children displayed that would like to go, Zart is 
open until 12 on a Saturday morning and is in Lexton St Box Hill. 
I have also changed the displays in the front office and in the art 
foyer, as well as the art room, over the holidays, so please pop in 
and see some really nice work completed by all grade levels over the 
last few weeks of term. 
 

Sharon Wright. 

Sports Arena 

 
HOUSE ATHLETIC SPORTS. 

The focus, traditionally in term 3, is „Athletics‟ and this year is 

no different. Children have already started training for the 

field events in their P.E. classes and I encourage 

them to participate at Fitness Club on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings to increase their fitness levels. 

Our House Athletic Carnival for children in grades 

4-6, will be held at Ballam Park, Frankston on Friday 14th 

August and the District Competition on 10th September. 

Notices will be coming out shortly. Please let me know if 

parents can help out on the day.  

 
FITNESS CLUB. 

Fitness Club will still be operating this term, starting up again 

next week. Special thanks to Mrs. Foulds who helps record 

laps each Tuesday and Thursday mornings. It was great to see 

the increase in attendance numbers towards the end of last 

term, particularly those trying to achieve distances 

for their certificates. They will be awarded at 

assembly next week.   

 
LIGHTNING PREMIERSHIP. 

Our grade 5/6 students played sport at the end of last term 

against all the schools in the Hastings District, in a Lightning 

Premiership Championship.  

It was a bit of a chilly start to the day, but the weather cleared 

to fine conditions at most venues and the kids had a great day. 

A special thanks to the parents who took on coaching, 

managing and umpiring roles- Kim McKinney, Kerry Stueven 

and Sue Harris (Netball), Wayne Foulds and Sam Richardson 

(Soccer), Dave and Craig McKinney (Soccer refereeing). It 

was also great to see so many of our supportive and 

encouraging parents just there, cheering on our Tyabb teams. 

Thanks!! 

Congratulations to all our kids for their determination and 

sportsmanship shown in their respective teams and Best 

wishes to our girls‟ and boys‟ soccer teams who both won 

their competition. The girls‟ are playing Eastbourne P.S. today 

and the boys‟ will be challenging Sorrento P.S. next week.  

 
SPORTS REPORTS 

Volleystars 

On the 18
th

 June the vollystars went to Crib Point Primary 

School for the Lightning Premiership. First we played 

Hastings (A) team the score was 0 to 3 sets in their favour. 

The next game was against Crib Point we won by three sets. 

Then we played Tyabb Rail and they won we also played 

Balnarring unfortunately we didn‟t win any of the games but 

we all had fun and all played well. 

 

Volleyball 

On Thursday 7
th

 May, both grade five classes went to Hastings 

West Park Primary School to play a sport of our choice. 

I played volleyball with my team Kaitlin Read, Bethanie 

Raich, Emma Sapkin, Ahslea Ellis, Emily Cannon, Madeleine 

Trickey and Bailey Barr. 

The score was 3 to 1 in their favour. 

The top players were Bailey, Bethanie and Emma. My team 

and I would like to thank Mrs Toft for organizing the day, Mrs 

Miller from West Park Primary School for coaching and the 

bus driver (Mr Danks) for driving us there. 

Thank You By Claudia 5J 
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Football 

On the 18
th

 June the grades 4‟s, 5‟s and 6‟s went to Hastings 

to play football. 

Our first game was against West Park we put up a good 

fight… but we lost. Our second game was a bye so we can‟t 

comment. 

Our third game was aginst the big bodies of Somers. 

Unfortunately we lost. Our fourth game was against 

Balnarring A team. We couldn‟t believe it they were better 

than the B team…we lost. 

Our lost game was aginst Crib Point we had a good chance but 

we let them get away. So we ended up on the bottom of the 

ladder. 

 

Kathie Toft. 
  

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE 
FOR 2nd SEMESTER, 2009. 

To claim the above allowance for the second half of this year 
you must hold a 

Centrelink Pensioner Concession / Healthcare Benefit 
Card 

valid as at 13th July, 2009 (first day of term 3). 
Please call at the office with your card 

to complete a claim form 
 if you did not claim in semester 1. 

 
Those who received the allowance for the first semester need 

not complete a claim form as Centrelink will verify 
your eligibility.  

Please inform us if you are no longer eligible to claim. 
 

If you are unsure please contact 
Diane at the office. 

 
Applications must be lodged at the school office by 

Friday, 31st July, 2009. 

Late applications cannot be accepted. 

 

Music Program 

School Production  

Term 3  

Date:  Monday 7 th  September,2009  

Time: Matinee 12.00   

Night Performance 7pm  

Place: Frankston Arts Centre  

 

If  you can help out in any way please 

contact your childõs teacher or Mrs Wyatt. 

Êsets   ÊProps ÊMake-up     

ÊCostumes Êmaterials (big cupboard boxes 

etc.)  
Thank you 

Merran Wyatt, Music Teacher 

 

Out of School Hours Care 

Welcome back to a brand new term. 
We hope everyone had a great break to recharge the batteries. 
 
As the weather can be very cold at this time of the year a reminder 
that the children must wear a jacket or jumper if we venture outside.  
A beanie can be worn if the wish. 
 
A thankyou to Lianne Yaghmoor for filling in for Deidre while she has 
been away. 

REMINDER: BOOKINGS AND CANCELLATIONS 
Before School Care must be cancelled before 8am and After 
School  
Care must be cancelled before 9am otherwise the normal fee 
is charged 
OSHC Phone:5977 4219 
Mobile No.: 0428 120 202 
 
Please note: 
Late pick up fee applies after 6.30pm. 
OSHC HOURS 
Before School Care  7.15-8.45am 
After School Care   3.30-6.30pm 

 
Have a great term everybody. 
 

Marlene, Lianne, Sharron and Hollie 

Grade 6  

Natural Disaster Expo  

 

Date:   Monday, 20
th

 of July  

Time:   11:30 am until 4:30 pm  

Venue:  Rooms 13 and 14  

 

 
 

Come along and look at the brilliant 

models, projects and power point 

presentations that the students have been 

working on this term.  


