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Principalôs Report 

 

Changes  

There have been some changes around the school since the 
last bulletin ï things happen quickly around here!   
Firstly Greg Lacey picked up a position as an Acting Regional 
Network Leader (RNL) for a 10 week period.  He is covering 
Long Service Leave positions for 2 RNLs so will get to know 
about 50 schools in two different areas.  RNLs have 
responsibilities for overseeing around 25 schools each, 
checking student learning outcomes, planning for 
improvement, and dealing with a multitude of issues.  This is a 
fantastic experience for Greg and I am sure he will enjoy it 
immensely. 
There will be an expression of interest advertised for the Acting 
Principal position at Tyabb PS for this 10 week period.  The 
Acting Principal will start on 31 March, the last Tuesday of 
term.   Until then I will act in the role and Carole Howden and 
Chris Slater will assist me as Acting Assistant Principals.  So 
there is a bit of office swapping happening! 
There is also a new face around the school ï Caroline Conner 
has been appointed as an Integration Aide for the duration of 
the year.  Welcome to Tyabb PS, Caroline! 

Building the Education Revolution  

The other big thing happening around the school at the 
moment is Building the Education Revolution.  This is a federal 
and state government initiative, designed to provide 21st 
century school facilities around the country.  This is part of the 
governmentôs economic stimulus package, committing $14.7 
billion over the next 3 years.  It aims to support Australian jobs 
and enhance and modernise school facilities.  A number of 
different projects are eligible:  construction of new libraries, 
new multipurpose halls, and construction of classrooms and 
refurbishment of existing facilities.  The timeline is VERY short 
and we had to submit our application last week ï I will keep 
you posted! 

Water Safety Week  

We had a fabulous Water Safety Week last week, after a rocky 
start.  Mondayôs program was cancelled as it was too windy to 
be safe for the students, but the rest of the week was great.  
Year 5 and 6 students participated in many water activities, 
including practising rescues, snorkelling and surf skis.  The 
behaviour of the students was exemplary, as we expect, and 
we had comments from other beach goers about the students 
and how wonderful the program was.  Our 5th day, the Surf 
Carnival day, will be rescheduled to Term 4.  
 

Traffic Management Subcommittee  

Just a brief update on a subcommittee that has formed from 
School Council this year:  Cameron McDonald is leading a 
Traffic Management team that has already been involved in  
talks with Mornington Peninsula Shire Council, Vic Roads and 
local members of parliament.  There will be an opportunity for 
the school community to have their suggestions heard and 
hopefully there will be some resolution to our traffic 
management woes. 

Reminder from mornington police  

A reminder from the Mornington Police that while they 
understand that parking and traffic issues at peak times are 
difficult they request that you remain tolerant and have student 
safety uppermost in your mind. The police have informed me 
that they will be randomly patrolling around our school. 

Leadership C ourses  

Year Six students are currently participating in some excellent 
Leadership training courses.  We have so many students who 
have leadership potential at Tyabb, so the Year Six teachers, 
Kris Grinsted and Debbie Hamilton, have designed a program 
that every single student can participate in.  Some students 
have attended a Leadership Day at HiSense arena, some at 
Toorak College, some at Frankston Arts Centre (on 30th 
March) and some in a classroom based program.  This is a 
terrific initiative and we thank parents for their support. 

Community Water Grant  

A Community Water Grant project has been finalised this term.  
We were successful in an application for funding to install a 
stormwater harvesting system to replace mains water used for 
toilet and urinal flushing in the main building.  It is estimated 
that around 340000L of mains water will be saved with this 
project!  Now all we need is rainé.. 

Reminder ï Dogs at School  

Just a quick reminder about walking your dogs to school ï 
please do not bring your dog into the school grounds, for the 
safety of our students. 
This will be the last bulletin before the holidays ï have a safe 
and happy Easter and a lovely, relaxing holiday with your 
children. 
 

Kerry Quigley 
Acting Principal  

Forward Dates  

april   

Friday 3rd Free Dress Day for World Vision Child 

Friday 3rd Last Day of Term Dismissal 2.30pm (no 

assembly) 

  

Monday 20th Term 2 Commences 

Friday 24th-30th Swimming Program Years 1 & 2 $50 

(Deposit $20) 

mailto:tyabb.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.tyabbps.edu.au/
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Library News  

 

Chris Milne Visit 

There is an order form at the library for anyone who 

missed out on purchasing a book from Chris Milne. 

Chris will sign the book for you, just let him know 

on; the order form. 

Must be returned to school by Wednesday 1st 

April. 

Cheques are to be made out to ï Milne Books 

 

Many thanks to our wonderful book covering Mums 

Sharon McKinna and Susie Leenstra. If you have 

found any library books at home can you please 

send them along. 

Thanks 

Sue Gibson and Yashmin Beaumont 
 

Parents and Friends 

Association  

Thank you to everyone for supporting our 

Easter/Chocolate Drive.   Chocolates will be sent 

home early next week.    

Thanks also to parents who have offered to help 

for the Motherõs Day Stall.  I will be in contact 

after the holidays.   We still need donations , so 

please keep them coming.  Have a great Easter 

everyone!!!!  
 

 
 

Good Friday Appeal  
Good Friday envelopes will be sent home this week our 
appreciation for your continuing support for this annual 

appeal. Donations need to be in by the 3 rd April.  

Thank You. 

 

Music News  

For violin students Mrs Sally Ross will be away for the last week of 
Term 1 and the first 4 weeks of Term 2 due to Teaching Round 
commitments for her studies. 
For Keyboard/Piano students Mrs Rose Murphy will be absent for the 
first 4 weeks of Term 2 for an extended holiday.  Parents will be 
invoiced accordingly. 
For all students please continue practising for the end of Term 2 
Instrumental Concert and those working towards exams while 
teachers are absent. 
 

Merran Wyatt 

Out of School Hours Care  

 

The end of first termééé. 

It has been very busy with quite a number of new families in 

attendance.  Thanks to all those who have helped our program 

run smoothly by meeting the deadlines for cancellations and 

making bookings. 

We have some new equipment in the form of room dividers 

and badminton racquets.  We were also lucky enough to have 

an air hockey table kindly donated to us by the Eversô Family a 

big Thank You. 

Our playfoam has been well received ï lots of fun. 

Children continue to enjoy their construction activities.  Lego is 

still the favourite!  We have received some donations to add to 

the box. Thank You.  Next week we look forward to some 

Easter Activities. 

A special thank you to those who attended our Committee 

Meeting on Tuesday evening. 

We need your continued support to help sustain our great 

program. 

 

REMINDER: BOOKINGS AND CANCELLATIONS 
Before School Care must be cancelled before 8am and After 
School Care must be cancelled before 9am otherwise the 
normal fee is charged 
OSHC Phone:5977 4219 
Mobile No.: 0428 120 202 
 
Please note: 
Late pick up fee applies after 6.30pm. 
OSHC HOURS 
Before School Care  7.15-8.45am 
After School Care   3.30-6.30pm 

 
ACCOUNTS - Accounts are sent out fortnightly and 
regular payments are expected.  
 

We wish you all a happy & safe Easter/School Holiday Break. 

 

Thank you. 

Deidre, Marlene, Jeannie, Sharron and Hollie 

 

 

 

HELP 

Could a kind parent possibly wash the linen in the 

First Aid Room at the end of Term 1  

Thank Diane 
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CANTEEN NEWS FROM  

ô THE ACORN snack  SHACKô 

The roster for Term 2 will be coming out next week.  

If you could please return the bottom section of the 

roster to confirm your times that would be greatly 

appreciated.  A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL THE 

WONDERFUL PARENTS WHO HAVE HELPED AND 

SUPPORTED THE CANTEE N DURING TERM ONE.   

The canteen could not run without you all.  Thank you.  

Working with Children Cards  

All canteen volunteers need to have a òWorking with 

Childrenó card.  It is very simple to apply for through 

the post office and there will be no cost.  F orms are 

available from Debbie or the office.  You will need to 

make an appointment with the post office and provide 

the completed form with a passport size photo.  It is 

becoming more common to have the card for many 

areas with the school environment and other 

organisations so it is very handy to have a card.  

Guidelines for placing lunch orders  

The canteen is open for lunch orders only on 

Wednesdays and lunch time tuck shop treats for 

Wednesdays during Term 2 and 3.  It is not open for 

morning recess order s unless there is a special 

morning tea offer (such as next week for Hot Cross 

Buns). 

It would be appreciated by the volunteers who work 

so hard on a Tuesday morning if correct change could 

be sent with the orders.  Also if paper bags could not 

be sealed with sticky tape and staples.  If you are 

concerned that money will fall out of the bags please 

just fold the bag in half.  

Also if you have multiple orders for several children 

in your family and you are only sending one lot of 

money, can you please write on each bag the 

whereabouts of the money by writing the childõs 

name, grade and amount that we should be looking 

for.   

Found 

A pair of sunglasses was left in the canteen late last 

year.  If you are missing a pair and they belong to 

you, you will find them in the lost property box.  

 

Late Lunch Order s 

Late lunch orders will only be accepted if the child 

was absent on the previ ous day as the Canteen does 

not stock above and beyond what it requires.  

 

Thank you. 

Yours in eating!! 

Debbie Taylor ð Canteen Manager 
 

 

Year 4 and 5 Parent Information Nights  
 
To find out more about what is on offer at Padua College, 
youôre invited to attend an Information Night at the campus 
nearest you.  Deputy Principals - Heads of Campus and Staff 
will be available to discuss the many positive and creative 
learning opportunities at Padua College, together with displays 
and viewing of some specialist learning areas. 
Mornington Campus: Tuesday 5 May, 7:00 p.m.
 Tel: 5976 0100  
Rosebud Campus: Wednesday 6 May, 7:00 p.m. 
 Tel: 5982 9500 
 
*For bookings or further information, please telephone 
Reception at either campus. 
Padua College Enrolment Dates for current Year 5 children 
into Year 7, 2011 
 
Applications for enrolment open on Monday 20 April and close 
on Friday 12 June 2009.  
Enrolment packs available from Term 2. For further 
information, please contact Amanda Woolacott, Enrolment 
Registrar Tel: 5976 0100  
 
Guided Tours 

See the College in action! Tours are held throughout the 
year, beginning at 9:15 a.m. and concluding at 
approximately 10:15 a.m.  

* To confirm guided tour dates and to book in, please 
telephone Reception at either Mornington or Rosebud 
Campus. 
 
 

 

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM 
 

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM for 6-10 year olds - "Away with 
the Birds" 
6th, 8th, 9th, 14th, 15th & 17th April 2009, 9:30am-midday. 
$13.50 per child. Bring along a picnic lunch or have a BBQ 
after the program. 
  
SPOTLIGHT WALKS 
4th, 6th, 7th & 17th April 2009, 8:00-9:30pm 
$9:00 per person 
Why not bring along a BBQ for dinner prior to the walk? 
  
Bookings and pre-payment are essential for both activities. 
Email: the.briars@mornpen.vic.gov.au, or phone 5974-3686 
 

mailto:the.briars@mornpen.vic.gov.au
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            Bushfires and Asthma 

 
With the devastating Bushfires that have occurred 
throughout Victoria and with fires still burning across the State, there is an 
increased risk of asthma.  Parents and carers of children with asthma should 
remain alert and ensure the child carries their blue reliever medication with 
them at all times.  
 
Tips to minimise the effects of Bushfire smoke: 

¶ Smoke and increased air pollution from fires can cause people 
with asthma to experience increased symptoms, such as 
wheezing, coughing, chest tightness or shortness of breath. 

¶ Children are one of the first to feel the effects of smoke and 
particle pollution for this reason extra care needs to be taken. 

¶ Always follow the child's written Asthma Action Plan. 

¶ Parents and teachers need to be aware of the additional risk and 
be prepared. 

¶ Ensure the child has access to blue reliever medication and 
continue use of preventer medication. 

¶ When smoke is in the air, but fire is not directly threatening, keep 
children indoors, and close all windows and doors. 

¶ Avoid doing physical activities outdoors. 

¶ If a child develops symptoms, seek medical assistance 
immediately. 

¶ If the child's blue reliever medication is not reducing asthma 
symptoms, start Asthma First Aid and seek medical attention 
without delay. 
For further information, please call the Asthma Telephone 
HelpLine on 1800 645 130 or visit The Asthma Foundation of 
Victoriaôs website www.asthma.org.au or 
www.asthmafriendlyschools.com.au 

 

 

    Back to School Spike 

Back to school time presents a phenomenon called 

the óFebruary Epidemicô, which is a well-documented 

occurrence of an increase in asthma hospital admissions in children. This 

trend occurs two weeks after school goes back, with the spike generally 

occurring in mid to late February.  

¶ An increased exposure to colds and flu, the most common 
triggers for asthma, can explain the peak.    

 

¶ Schools can ensure that all students with asthma have a written 
Asthma Action Plan that outlines their asthma management, 
including details of medication, emergency contact details, 
asthma triggers and what to do in an asthma emergency.  

 

¶ Knowing the probability of an asthma attack is higher during this 
time of year, it is vital that parents ensure their children take their 
prescribed preventer medication and carry their blue reliever 
medication at all times. 
 
For further information, please call the Asthma Telephone 
HelpLine on 1800 645 130 or visit www.asthma.org.au or 
www.asthmafriendlyschools.com.au  

 

 

 

 

School Council Profiles  

 
 

Tony Gay 
President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9 years on council 5th year as president 
 
Growing up in the bayside area I spent much of my youth on the 
Peninsula with family in Mornington, Mt Martha and McCrae. Joining 
the Navy in my teens I trained as photographer and travelled far and 
wide settling with my wife, Lian in Somerville. My two sons, Josh 14 
and Loch 11, were both born in Mornington. 
 
I currently work with a studio in St Kilda, alongside a team of very 
talented designers and directors. Our client base includes companies 
like Just Group, AMCOR, Nike, Melbourne Water, Australian 
Synchrotron, Spotless and a host of others. Most recently shooting 
Lance Armstrong for Nike and the Avalon Airshow for BAE Systems. 
 
I joined Council when my eldest son Josh was in grade two and was 
nominated for president when he was in Grade six. Five years on my 
youngest, Lochlan, is now in grade 6, so regrettably this will be my 
final year on council. 
 
When I first joined School Council there were major building works in 
progress and we were fortunate to have Rob Hanson as president, 
Rob who knew the building industry and processes involved made a 
significant contribution to the projects and represented the school 
community well throughout the projects. I made a very nervous 
newbie, Rob and his team seemed very confident and able and in 
some ways I wondered what I could contribute. As I have discovered 
we all bring something unique and important with us and the 
contribution we each make is important. 
 
I have been involved in numerous organisations, some highlights 
include; 
2009 Mornington Peninsula Hockey Club, Junior Indoor Hockey 
Coordinator. 
2008 Mornington Peninsula Hockey Club, Club Champion 
2006/07 Mornington Peninsula Flyers Swim Club, General 
Committee 
2002/03/04 Public Relations Director, Victorian Little Athletics Board 
of Directors 
200/01/02 Chairperson, Westernport Little Athletics Centre 
 
Whilst I have been able to contribute to the school council and other 
organisations, the benefits for me personally have been substantial, 
learning about the many aspects of education, finance and people. 
Importantly I have met many wonderful people and made many 
friends. I would encourage everyone to be involved at some level at 
least once in their childôs education. 

 
 
 

http://www.asthma.org.au/
http://www.asthmafriendlyschools.com.au/
http://www.asthma.org.au/
http://www.asthmafriendlyschools.com.au/
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Sports Arena  

WATER SAFETY WEEK. 
What a great group of grade 5 and 6 students who, last 
week, after a very cold and bleak start, participated in our 
traditional Water Safety Week Program at Mothersô 
Beach, Mornington. We actually had to cancel Monday 
because of the forecasted wet and windy weather but as 
the week progressed, the conditions got better and 
warmer! The kids had the opportunity to swim, snorkel 
and paddle surf skis in open waters, something that most 
of them had never experienced before. They learnt about 
rescuing people and being rescued in water and 
participated in fun games and activities on the sand, 
practising for the House Surf Carnival, now being held in 
term 4 because of the cancellation of day 1. A big óThank 
Youô to the parents and friends who came down, to 
encourage their kids and those who assisted with some 
of the activities: Greg Burch, Jo McDonnell, Sue Darby, 
Denise Gentsch, Jessica Willis and Jake Horstra who 
were both on work experience. Thanks also to Mrs. 
Quigley, Mr. Lacey, Miss Seal and grade teachers who 
helped with organising and the running of the program. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FITNESS CLUB. 
Over the past 6 months, our Fitness club has not been 
operating, primarily due to the track being under repair. 
Well, now itôs all fixed and itôs time to get your legs and 
your bodies going again. Fitness Club has been, in past 
years, a parent initiated activity that has supported the 
school priority of encouraging fit and healthy children. 
Everybody can join in, from 8.15am every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning on the oval, you only need a pair of 
runners and some energy to get started. Next term in our 
P.E. classes there will be an emphasis on fitness, 
preparing particularly the older kids for our Cross Country 
Carnival in May, so extra training during these times 
would be of great benefit. It would be fantastic to get 
Fitness Club óup and runningô again next term and to do 
this, we need some parent/adult helpers. There will be a 
notice sent home explaining how it all works. If you can 
help, please return the form on the bottom ASAP.  
 
GRADE 1 AND 2 SWIMMING PROGRAM.  
Swimming plays such a prominent part in the lifestyles of 
so many that learning to swim, survive and rescue in 
water is really important. Our grade 1 & 2 students will 
start their swimming program on Friday 24th April ï 30th 
April inclusive, at the Somerville Health and Aquatic 
Centre where they will participate in a program designed 
by The Royal Life Saving Society Program that teaches 
those life skills of swimming technique, water safety and 
confidence, survival skills and endurance all whilst having 
fun! Notices went home today. Please return the relevant 
forms as soon as possible to help with organising groups. 
 

 

Have a great and safe Easter everyone. 

 

Keep on keeping on, 

 

Kathie Toft. 
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