
 
ôFrom little things, big things growõ 

 

 
 

Issue No. 3  12 th  march , 2009  

Mornington Road, Tyabb 3913 

Phone (03) 5977 4584 Fax (03) 5977 4519 

Email: tyabb.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Web address: www.tyabbps.vic.edu.au 

Principalôs Report 

Itôs raining outside! I couldnôt work out why the paths were 

looking darker and someone told me it was water. It seems so 

long since Iôve seen it. However, it does mean that my 

decision to take a risk and  throw down some grass seed on the 

surrounds of our new basketball court was well founded. 

Parents speaking to other children  

There have been one or two incidents of parents speaking 

inappropriately to the children of others. It is a practice that is 

certainly not encouraged and is fraught with danger. I would 

ask all parents to treat everyone else in the school ground with 

appropriate respect, especially young toddlers and children. 

Issues can usually be sorted out without aggression or conflict 

if we take a moment to think. If you are having problems in 

this area, or you have an issue with other children, please do 

not try to resolve it yourself but come and speak to us and we 

can usually assist. 

Music leaders  

Our music leaders for 2009 have been selected. They are - 

Amber Knapp ï Band Captain and Abby Gardner -Choir 

Captain. Both Amber and Abby have been in choir since 

grade 3 and band since grade 5 so they are fitting choices. 

Well done girls! 

Student Representative Council 2009  

The following students have been elected by their 

class to be representatives on the Student 

Representative Council for 2009. 

3S ï Jack  Jamieson  

3M ï Max   Zac  

3/4 R ï Emily  Bryn  

4GW ï Alec  Heath  

5H ï Lachlan  Elysha  

5J ï Alex  Maddison  

6G ï Zac  Chloe  

6H ï Lochlan and Laura (represent 6H and act as 

captains) 
Reminder about student details forms  

Soon, all parents will receive printouts of the student details 

information currently held on our system. Parents are asked to 

check the information carefully and make any necessary 

changes. Please return the forms to school as soon as possible, 

even if there are no changes. Please particularly check the 

emergency contact details for obvious reasons. 

e-Learning Plan  

Last week, Miranda Dummett and I travelled off to a 

professional development day to work with other schools on 

an e-learning plan. e-Learning refers to the effective 

integration of a range of technologies across all areas of 

schooling to support student learning. Tyabb has been selected 

as one of a small number of schools to pilot this process 

before it is rolled out statewide. The schools were selected on 

the basis of their high level of e-learning readiness and use 

and, in particular, their readiness to take on the new Ultranet 

program from DEECD. We will be developing the plan over 

the next few weeks and will present it to School Council. 

Southern Peninsula Network  

Tyabb is now part of the Southern Peninsula Network of 

schools, a group of 25 schools running from Baxter and 

Dromana, down to the point of the Peninsula. The focus of the 

network is on school improvement. I have been selected in the 

role of network chairperson. The network is a high functioning 

group and I look forward to working with local colleagues on 

this school improvement agenda and I am sure that Tyabb will 

provide plenty of support and expertise within the network. 

Water Safety  

Next week, we begin the Year 5 and 6 Water Safety Program. 

Each day we will travel down to Motherôs Beach in 

Mornington where the children will participate in a range of 

water activities such as rescues, endurance swims, surf skis 

and snorkelling. Not only building skills, this program 

develops confidence tempered with a healthy respect for the 

vagaries of the ocean. The importance of this program and 

others like it was really brought home to me last year when I 

heard Laurie Lawrence speak at a Principalsô Conference. 

Laurie spoke passionately about his involvement in the ñKids 

Aliveò program. His presentation was made even more 

evocative through a story of his personal experience with 

childhood drowning. Here on the Peninsula, we are almost 

surrounded by water, making it even more crucial that our 

children learn to use it properly and safely. Our Water Safety 

Program helps to ensure that. 

Community Cooperative  

Soon you will have information regarding the establishment of 

our Community Cooperative to raise funds for our new 

classroom refurbishment and gallery project. The project will 

require strong community support and I hope that we can get 

plenty of attendees at our establishment meeting. 
Traffic issues ï progress  

The School Council, at our last meeting, established a Traffic 

Safety Committee to work on the traffic issues that surround 

our school. Last week, our local State Upper House, Johan 

Scheffer visited the school to see the situation first hand. The 

committee will also be meeting tomorrow, with the Shire 

Traffic Engineer, Niall McDonnaugh. This is a very active 

committee already and hopefully they can get the right people 

to listen to our plight and so something about it! 

Young Leaders conferences  

Over the next couple of weeks, we will be sending many of 

our student leaders off to student leadership conference, one in 

Frankston and on in the city. It is great to be able to expose 

our leaders to student leaders from other schools and to hear 

from business and community leaders telling of their own 

leadership journeys. 

 

Greg Lacey 
Principal  

mailto:tyabb.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.tyabbps.edu.au/
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Forward Dates  
  

march   

Monday 16th Water Safety Week Grade 5/6 Cost$25.00 

Thursday 26th Next Newsletter 

april   

Friday 3rd Free Dress Day for World Vision Child 

Friday 3rd Last Day of Term Dismissal 2.30pm 

 

From the APôs desk 

Student Wellbeing is one of my main roles in the school and 
there are a number of support staff that we have available at 
school.  As we have had a change in personnel, I thought it 
was a good time to explain who they are.  
SSSO stands for Student Support Services Officer.  Student 
Support Services is a collective name for the group of 
professionals who provide support to students and schools. 
These services aim to maximize opportunities for the 
maintenance and development of the well being of our 
students and strengthen the schoolsô capacity to keep students 
connected with school. 

They include: 

¶ Guidance Officers / Psychologists  

¶ Social Workers  

¶ Visiting Teachers (for visually, hearing and physically 
impaired students)  

¶ Speech Pathologists  

¶ Curriculum Consultants  

At Tyabb PS we have a new Psychologist, Kathryn Kallady, 

who works at our school one day per fortnight.  Kathryn will 
assist teachers and parents in determining what might be 
holding a student back from achieving success in their 
schooling, using assessments to measure cognitive 
development, and other tests only available to psychologists, 
to provide teachers and parents with strategies to assist 
students in reaching their potential.   
Kim Murrie is our Speech Pathologist and she is also allocated 
one day per fortnight.  Kim provides testing of students, in 
speech and receptive and expressive language areas.  She also 
will run the Speech Pathology Assistant Program (SPA), in 
which she trains a staff member who is more readily available 
to the school, to prov ide ongoing and regular speech support 
to specific students.  At Tyabb PS, Kimberly Cox is our Speech 
Pathology Assistant, and she is providing an excellent program 
under the direction of Kim.  

Valerie Coles is a social worker who attends our school when 
required.  She will work with students or parents to assist 
them in finding the support they may need, outside the school 
environment.  She has a vast array of support services known 
to her and is able to point people in the right direction, e.g. 
Good Shepherd, Anglicare, etc. 
To access any of our SSSOs referral forms must be filled in by 
both teachers and parents, and obviously, with such little time 
allocated to our school, there is a waiting list.  All referrals 
come through me. 
I thought it might be handy  to explain how it all worked!  Any 
questions, please contact me. 
 

Kerry Quigley 

Assistant Principal 

Canteen  

NEWS FROM ñTHE ACORN SNACK SHACKò 

In case you have not heard the canteen has a new name.  ñThe 

Acorn Snack Shackò.  Congratulations to Jami Flanigan from 

3S who suggested this name.   Jami won a canteen voucher 

and a baseball cap.  We had several fantastic name suggestions 

and it was very hard to choose.  But watch the menu as your 

names may appear as names for menu items.  Thank you to all 

those children who participated in the competition. 

Parent Helpers: 

Thank you to the parents who help in the canteen, it is very 

much appreciated.  If any parent can spare a few hours every 

now and then to help on either a Tuesday or Wednesday 

please contact Debbie Taylor on 5977 5018.  

Paper Bags: 

Would all parents please be aware that the paper bags that you 

send your childrenôs lunch order in need to be a large size as 

this is the paper bag that they will receive their food in.  Coles 

Supermarket sell great paper bags at a good size specifically 

made for canteens or you can purchase a bag from the canteen 

for 10 cents. 

Found: 

A pair of sunglasses were left in the canteen late last year.  If 

you are missing a pair and they belong to you please see Di in 

the office.   

Thank you. 

Debbie Taylor 

Canteen Manager 

 

Out of School Hours Care  

 

We look forward to welcoming some prep children to our program on 
Wednesdays. 
Last week children enjoyed our sand pictures and sand bottles ï some 
very creative. 
We have also received an air hockey game which has been a great 
success. 
We continue to celebrate birthdays as they come along. 
 
 ACCOUNTS - Accounts are sent out fortnightly and regular payments are 

expected. Thank you. 
 

Committee Meeting 
Please join us & support your program. 

Meeting for this term Tuesday 24th March 2009 
7.30pm in the Staff Room 

Look forward to welcoming some new members. 

 

Thank You. 

Deidre, Marlene, 

Jeannie and Sharron  

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

ALDEN COLLINS GRADE 4 

UNDER 9 STATE CHAMPION IN LONG JUMP 

LITTLE ATHLETICS ó09 
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Sports Arena  

 
DISTRICT and ZONE SWIMMING CARNIVALS. 

We had 18 of our students represent Tyabb P.S. at the Hastings 
District Swimming Carnival at Crib Point on Thursday 26th February. 
These kids, together with the emergencies, Jameson, Darcy and 
Ebony, had spent 4 early mornings at the Somerville pool training for 
their events and efforts all paid off in their results on the day. Our two 
grade 6 swimming captains, Lochlan and James, arrived from camp 
in plenty of time to cheer on our freestyle competitors in the first 
events. Kaila and Maddi both came 2nd and Brody and Declan both 
won their heats while James came 5th in his. In backstroke, Alec 
came 3rd, Maddi and Ellie both came 2nd and Alex and Lochlan both 
won and went on to compete at Zone level, last Thursday at the 
Pines Pool. Alex came 4th and Lochlan came 5th- both fantastic 
results! In breastroke, Declan came 5th, Claudia 4th, Lochlan 3rd, 
Ashleigh 2nd and Alden won the District event and went onto Zone 
and came 3rd- another great result! In butterfly, one of the most 
difficult but gracious strokes, Emily came 5th, Ashleigh 3rd, Lochlan 
2nd   and both Brody and Alex won their District heats with Alex 
coming 6th at Zone and Brody 3rd- What champions! We also had 2 
victorious relay teams at the District Carnival. 10 year girls team- 
Kaila, Ellie, Ashleigh and Emily and the 11 year boys team- Declan, 
Alex, Peter and Leigh. The girls then came home 3rd at Zone and the 
boys came 7th- Well done! Our other teams, the 10 year boys- Brody, 
Alec, Alden and Heath, the 11 year girls- Maddi, Emily, Claudia and 
Ashley and the 12 year boys- Lochlan, James, together with Declan 
and Brody filling in to make up the team, all came 2nd - What fantastic 
efforts!! Our boysô medley team- Lochlan, Alex, Declan and Brody 
came 3rd and the girlsô team- Maddi, Ellie, Kaila and Ashley came 2nd. 
These competitors had the fastest times for our school in their 
individual events to make up these teams so again, their efforts must 
be commended. Our school came 2nd on the day, only 25 points 
behind Balnarring and with our grade 6 swimmers on camp (except 
Lochlan and James!) our team deserves a big pat on the back for 
their determination and perseverance.  Great effort everyone!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sports Arena (Cont.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WATER SAFETY WEEK. 
Our grade 5 and 6 students are off to Mothersô Beach Mornington next week 
to participate in our school Water Safety Program. The kids benefit 
tremendously from experiencing rescues, endurance swimming, snorkelling 
and surf skis in open waters and I thank in advance all the parents that are 
coming to help. Please make sure your children have returned their 
permission envelope so they donôt miss out!!  
 
 
 
 
BASKETBALL TEAMS. 
The Westernport Schoolsô Basketball Competition started on the 28th 
February. We have 3 teams registered at this stage and we can extend this if 
we get more children wanting to play. A big óThank Youô to the parents who 
have offered to help out with coaching, managing or scoring of these teams. 
Remember, the kids are there to learn how to play and ultimately have fun!! 
There were no games played over the Labour Day weekend, but get ready to 
play again this week. I will send fixtures home when I get them. 
 

Keep on keeping on,  

Kathie Toft. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pfa news  

Parent and f riends Association  

We are kick starting the year with an 

Easter Drive.  All forms will be going out 

today. Could you please return your order 

form and money by Friday 20 th  March.  

 

The next PFA meeting will be Wednesday 

18 th  March at 2.00pm in the staffroom. 

Everyone is welcome.  
 

Thank You 

Carol Faska 

President 
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Murrindindi  
(Incursion)  

 

Murrindindi is part Aboriginal and Scottish. He is the king of 

his tribe. He came on Thursday and the 24
th
 February. He 

spoke to us in the hall very nicely. 

The food they eat is wombat, kangaroo and fried eel. The flag 

is yellow black and red. They stand for sun and night and land. 

He played the didgeridoo. He played animal noises. The girls 

cannot play the didgeridoo.  

The Kingôs coat is made from possum skin.                                    

When he was talking to us we were allowed to      

draw with him.  

He had a bad life for 40 years and he had a good life for  

23. When it was after lunch we got to fly the boomerang and it 

was fun. 

It was fun while it lasted but I was very sad when   

Murrindindi had to go. He was very friendly with us.  

 I loved it when he told us about the past. 

  

 By Ben L.  4G/W   

 

 

 

On Tuesday we went in the hall to see Murrindindi. He is half 
Aboriginal and half Scottish. He showed us how to throw a 
boomerang and I wanted to have two more shots. He showed us a 
possum skin coat. He grandfather was King William.  
His past is sad for 40 years, because he got picked on at school but 
for 23 years he was happy because he got married and he had two 
kids. The food they ate was wombat fat. They put it in a pan and they 
put nice fried eel and he said it was beautiful.  Now he likes to eat 
sea food.  
 
The clothes were  made out of possum skin and now he can  go out 
and buy nice good clothes if he goes out to a party  He sometimes  
wears it one time and then he goes and buys another suit.  He is a 
very good man. If you respect him he will respect you.  
We had so much fun throwing boomerangs. 
  He said he can go out in Oliverôs Creek and he can make a spear 
and he said he can make a home in Oliverôs Creek.  I would like him 
as a friend. If I like it, I am sure you would like his talk. 
 
The End by Dylan  
   

                            

Murrindindi is part Aboriginal and part Scottish. He is the king 
of his tribe. He is the son of a poor family and the son a very 
sick man. 
He showed us how to throw a boomerang. 
He was excellent !!!!!!!!!. but Iõm not going to leave it there. He 
had a priceless possum fur coat . 
He sold boomerangs to a lot of kids in the school and he played 
the didgeridoo.  
 
Robbie. 4G/W 
 
 
 

Murrindindi  Incursion Cont.  
 
On Tuesday 24th of Feb we went to the hall to see Murrindindi. He 
was an aboriginal and was part Scottish. He was the tribe leader. 
 He showed us how to throw a boomerang. You have to make a fist 
with your thumb out, then hold it back to your head and throw it. You 
have to wait a bit ótil it comes back because it goes over your head. 
Murrindindi had seven more people that helped him make 
boomerangs. He was the only one that made boomerangs like he 
did.     
 
Murrindindi  showed us how they played football. You get possum 
skin, open it up, put dry grass in it, then stitch it back up. But one 
thing is, it canôt bounce.  
Murrindindi had 40 years of sadness because his family was poor 
and got picked on. He had Dunlop volleys with the end chopped off 
because they were too small. He had 23 years of happiness because 
he got a wife but they broke up. Then he said he will never get a wife 
again. But he did. He saw a lady and they got married and had 
children and he lives in Tyabb.  
Murrindindi ate  a wombat and for a month he had smelly hands . His 
favourite dinner is eel with batter on it. To catch big animals you have 
to use a big boomerang.                                            
He makes boomerangs and he sold 3000 on the holidays. 
It was good because he told us all about his life.     
         
By Joshua  
 
 
On Tuesday 24th of February Grades 4GW and 3/4R went to the hall 
to see Murrindindi. He showed us how to play the didgeridoo and 
how to throw a boomerang. 
 He let us see a possum skin. It was so big it was bigger than me. He 
showed us a ball that was made up of possum skin and dried grass 
all stitched together. It was used for old football. 
He told us a story about a black swan. It was weird. Mostly when the 
ducklings were born, they were a mixed breed, with a swan and a 
water rat. 
He could see food, medicine and shelter just looking at it was 
awesome. 
 It was so cool that I wish I could stay for longer.  
 
By Kody.                   
 
 
On the 24 of February Murrindindi came to our school to teach us 
about his life and respect. He was bullied at school because he was 
half Aboriginal and half Scottish. 
Murrindindiôs tribe is in Healesville. The chief of the tribe is 
Murrindindi. He wears a possum skin coat and the other people of 
the tribe wear kangaroo skin coats. 
The food they ate was kangaroo, emu, possum, cockatoo, eel 
cooked in echidna fat and sometimes wombat. Murrindindi said that 
wombat made you stink for about four weeks. 
Boomerangs are mostly used for hunting. They use small 
boomerangs for hunting birds and big boomerangs for hunting 
kangaroos and emus. 
 
I liked throwing a boomerang and I would like to do it again. I learned 
that not all tribes play the didgeridoo.  

 
By Jordan 
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Murrindindi Incursion  
  



 
ôFrom little things, big things growõ 

Tennis Report  
 
 

On the 20 th  of February Kayleigh , Jessica Lanigan  
and James went to district tennis a Balnarring 

Tennis Club  to compete for our school. Kayleigh 
and Jessica unfortunately did not win any matches 

but they did come close. James did well and got 
into the final of the tennis and I  am pleased to say 

he won. Well done to all of you who competed.  
By Jessica and Kayleigh  

 

Baxter Soccer Club  

Calling all kids who love playing sport.  

Soccer season is about to start and with its popularity on 

the rise you will need to be quick. Baxter Soccer Club is 

registering players NOW. Teams filling fast. Training is 

on Wednesday nights, games are Saturday for Under 6 up 

to Under 10s and Sundays fo r Under 11s -Under 18s. Any 

inquiries can be made to Julie Henderson on 59793219. Or 

feel free to look at our web site 

www.baxtersoccerclub.org.au    

Registrations taken at BaxterSC, Baxter Park  Wednesdays 

6.30-8pm  

Senior mens and womens teams train Tuesdays and 

Thursdays  

 

 

 

 

 

Ping and Pip 

Story by Leigh  

In a world that is yellow and everything is devastating, all 

of apple kind has fallen into the almighty banana peel, all 

hope is lost until now.  òPing itõs time for dinner!ó calls mum. 

òMum Iõm trying to set a scene here!ó I shout. òAfter 

dinner.ó she says.       I hate that. 

I ask mum if I can go save the world with Pip pineapple. She 

says, ò yeah sure!ó  She thinks itõs another one of those silly 

games that I make up. I grab my wooden sword and head 

off to Pips house. [1 hour lateré.]  

We are headed toward the banana castle when I fall into 

this hole with blade like spikes. Pip grabs me but NOOOO! 

My pants fell down. If I die I wonder what St. Pe ter would 

say if I show up at the pearly gates with no pants on. Pip 

pulls me up and Iõm safe. 

We camped at the 24 hour pants store. The next morning 

we had a sword fight with some guards. We are victorious! 

We bash through the door to find that the so cal led 

almighty banana is a midget.   We defeated him and 

celebrated with cheeseburgers with extra pickles. I feel 

like I just won the apple open of tennis.  

Everything is perfect.  

 Major Changes to the Enrolment Procedure for the 

Hastings School Holiday Program 
 

We will now operate a mail in enrolment system ï there will be no in 

ïperson session. 

If you wish your child to attend the program: 

1. Collect a registration form from a Shire Customer Service 

Desk, the school office or download a form from the 

internet at www.mornpen.vic.gov.au The click on óShire 

Servicesô in the left hand column, then óChild, Youth & 

Familyô and óChildrenôs Servicesô. Scroll to the base of the 

page to find the School Holiday Program forms. 
2. Follow the steps outlined in the registration form. 

Return your fully completed form by Tuesday 10th March,  

including any medical forms/court orders as necessary. For 

further information contact the Outside School Hours office on 

5950 1641 

 

 

 

 

http://www.baxtersoccerclub.org.au/
http://www.mornpen.vic.gov.au/

