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Principalôs Report  

Well Christmas is nearly upon us and 

another year is about to close at Tyabb 

Primary School. There is a business about 

the place at this time of year with so much 

happening. People are bustling around 

organising, printing, catering, writing, 

supervising, discussing, meeting é.. the 

list goes on. However, in amongst all the 

clash and clamour of a busy school at 

yearôs end, is a consistent, calm, 

thoughtful, smiling face that has always 

been there in my time (and for some time 

prior to that) but that will not be there when 

we resume next year. As you know, 

Dianne Dummett is retiring and, as we 

draw closer to the 20th December, it is 

beginning to dawn on all of us what a 

significant chapter it is in Tyabbôs history 

that is closing. For 27 years, as mum, 

receptionist, nurse, confidante, PFA and 

School Council Treasurer, office whizz, 

newsletter editor é.. once again the list 

goes on é.. Tyabb Primary School has 

had Dianne Dummett. Dianne is one of 

those distinct characters that most of us 

will never forget, and for all the right 

reasons. We will, all of us I am sure, have 

a story to tell about the lovely Dianne and 

a time when she went out of her way for 

us, when she went the extra mile, showed 

that little bit of extra care or just the right 

words when they were needed. Dianne 

has been the face of Tyabb Primary 

School for so long, a caring, smiling, 

welcoming face that has greeted hundreds 

of families to our door. We will find 

someone to do the newsletter. We will find 

someone to bank the cheques. We will find 

someone to answer the phone and tend 

the front desk. But, we will never find 

another Dianne Dummett. Our loss though 

is a great gain for Dianne and her family. 

Now she can spend all of her time, energy 

and love on her family and indeed herself. 

That wonôt be easy, I suspect for such a 

selfless person but she deserves it and we 

wish her a very long, happy and fulfilling 

retirement. Come along and help us give 

Dianne a great Tyabb community farewell 

next Wednesday with a special assembly 

on Wednesday followed by an afternoon 

tea for all of the well-wishers. 

Orientation Day  

Many of those families who were 

welcomed by Dianne were at school on 

Tuesday for our Orientation Day, whilst 

most of our Year 6 students were off 

exploring the next step in their lives at their 

new secondary schools. Here at Tyabb, it 

was a most successful day with the new 

Preps having a great morning, especially 

when they met their Year 4 buddies. It was 

so wonderful to see the Year 4ôs reading 

stories, drawing and playing games with 

the Preps. It is the start of some lasting 

relationships that will help greatly in 

introducing our new students to our 

school. 
PFA Disco  

The feedback about the PFA Disco has all 

been fantastic; another great triumph to 

the PFA for an amazingly successful year. 

I even had one of our new mums take the 

time to come up to school to congratulate 

all of the children on their politeness and 

outstanding behaviour. Thatôs so nice to 

hear. Thank you to the PFA for all that 

they have done this year. In all ways, they 

should feel so very proud of their 

contribution to our great school. 
Parent Helpers  

While weôre talking about our fabulous 

people, letôs not forget the amazing people 

who volunteer their time to help make this 

the wonderful school it is. Whether through 

Parentsô and Friendsô Association, School 

Council, classroom assistance, excursions, 

the Bridges program, working bees, sportsô 

team support, camp supervision, event 

support and the myriad other things that 

happen in our school, we thank you for 

your contribution to the success of our 

school in making this an amazing place for 

our children to learn and play. Iôm always 

staggered at the level of support that we 

get from our parent community. I thank 

you all on behalf of the whole staff for your 

enthusiasm, reliability, support and 

commitment. This afternoonôs afternoon 

tea was just a small token of  thanks from 

the teachers for all the incredible support 

and assistance they get from their parent 

helpers. 
Aussie farewell  

Get out the green and gold and get Aussie 

everyone! Monday is our chance to give 

Susan Childs, our wonderful exchange 

teacher from the UK, a rousing Aussie 

farewell as she enjoys her last few days in 

the lucky country. So tie your kangaroo 

down, dress up in all your finest Aussie 

gear and come along to assembly and 

Waltzing Matilda with the rest of us as we 

say coo-ee and see ya later to Susan. 
New Grades for 2009  

All children will spend a short time in their 

new grades for 2009 next Thursday 

morning (18th December) prior to recess. 

Grade lists have been completed. We will 

begin 2009 with about 385 students. We 

will do the swap about 45 minutes before 

recess and most children will be able to 

meet their new teacher.  
Carols by Candlelight  

Many of our students will also be 

performing at the Carols by Candlelight 

(maybe by torchlight if the fire bans remain 

in place) at the Fruitgrowers Reserve in 

Somerville on Sunday evening (14th 

December). Get along if you can with your 

family. Itôs always a wonderful night. 
End of Yea r Events  

Next week is full of events to help the 

children finish the school year! The Year 6 

Graduation will be a highlight of course 

and Iôm sure they are also looking forward 

to the Skating Day. The Junior School 

Picnic is always a fantastic event and I 

know the kids just canôt wait for their day of 

fun and Christmas frivolity. The House 

Swimming Carnival is now a permanent 

feature on our year end calendar and I 

know Kathie Toft is immersed in 

preparations for this fabulous event.  
Hamper Collection  

Once again, we have had our Christmas 

Hamper collection. The Tyabb community 

is always extraordinarily generous and, 

again, this charity collection is being 

strongly supported, giving many families in 

our local area a happier Christmas than 

they might normally expect. 

Finally, have a wonderful Christmas 

everyone. Take the time to consider how 

blessed we are to live and work in such an 

amazing community. We so often spend 

our time focusing on the negatives and 

forget just how lucky we are. It is at times 

like this, when we have seen families in 

our own community deal so bravely with 

real tragedy that we take stock and see 

that so many things that have dominated 

mailto:tyabb.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
http://www.tyabbps.edu.au/
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our thinking are so minor in the big 

scheme of things. It is also at times like 

this when the extraordinary generosity of 

this community comes to the fore that we 

realise just how important our community 

is for us. Community stands as one of our 

school values, for me best described by 

the Irish proverb ñIt is in the shelter of 

others that we liveò. This year we have 

seen that shelter comfort and support of 

families in real need.  

 

Have a terrific Christmas break everyone 

and enjoy the shelter of this unique 

community. 

Greg Lacey 
Principal 

 

From the apôs desk 

Where did the year go? It feels like only 

yesterday that I was bumbling from 

building to building, trying to find my way to 

classrooms, figuring out where everything 

was, trying to learn everyoneôs names! I 

am really looking forward to next year, and 

knowing what I am doing right from the 

start! 
 

Just a couple of quick messages for the 

last Bulletin of the year: 
 

¶ Farewell to the Year 6 students as 

they head off to secondary school.  

They have been a fabulous group of 

leaders who have set a great 

example for the rest of the school. I 

have enjoyed getting to know them 

this year and wish them all good luck 

for the future! 

¶ There will be plenty of opportunities to 

say goodbye properly to Dianne 

Dummett over the next few days, but I 

would really like to thank her for all 

her support and help this year. You 

have no idea the number of questions 

I have asked her during the last 

twelve months ï and not once did she 

make me feel like a nuisance! I know 

there are many out there who can 

testify to the fact that she makes 

people feel welcome and valued. 

Thank you so much, Dianne. 

¶ I would like to thank the families of 

Tyabb - so many parents and children 

have made the time to introduce 

themselves and welcome me to this 

school. I would especially like to 

thank Carol Faska and the PFA, who 

do so much for the school.  And also 

the newly formed Facilities Team, 

who meet to discuss exciting things 

like drains and toilet floors! Your help 

has been greatly appreciated! 

¶ Finally, I am sure you realise how 

lucky your children are to work with 

such a talented group of teachers, 

Principal and support staff. The 

enthusiasm, skill and ability of the 

staff at Tyabb PS, in classrooms, 

specialist areas, in OHSC  and in the 

office, are second to none.      

I feel very privileged to be working 

here.   
 

Have a safe and happy holiday and I look 

forward to seeing you all again in 2009! 

Kerry Quigley  
 

Forward Dates  

DECEMBER  

Friday 12th Junior Sportsô Carnival 

Tuesday 16th School Swimming Carnival Gr 3 - 
5 

Tuesday 16th Year 6 End of Year Excursion 

Wednes 17th Instrumental Program - 
              enrolments for 2009 due 

Thursday 18th Gr 6 Graduation evening 

Friday 19th Last day of Term 4 
Final Assembly 1 pm 
Dismissal time 1.30 pm 

FEBRUARY  

Monday 2nd All students commence 

 

Music Program  

Carols by Candlelight at the 

Fruitgrowers Reserve in Somerville on 

Sunday, 14th December at  

7.30 pm 
 

Thank you, 

Merran Wyatt 
 

BELEZA UNIFORMS 
V.I.P. NIGHT 

Friday, 12th December 
Open 9.00 am to 7 pm 

20% OFF Store Wide (once a year sale) 

Shop 3, 129ð133 Beach St, Frankston. 

Ph 9783 1088 

Beleza Uniform Shop 
The uniform Shop here at the 

school will be NOT BE OPEN next 

Monday, 15th December.   

Next year it will be open on 

Monday mornings again from  

8.45 am - 9.30 am. 
 

2ND HAND UNIFORMS 
If you have any items of school 

uniform that have been outgrown or 

are not needed we would appreciate 

donations or a listing for sale in the 

register at the office. If you wish to sell 

any items please send a note with the 

description, price and your contact 

number. We often have requests for 

second hand uniform items. Please 

remember that the Grade 6 Rugby 

Jumpers can also be sold if they are in 

good condition at the end of the year.  

 

Parents and Friends 

Association  

I would like to thank everyone who 

has supported the PFA this year. 

Itôs been a very successful year.  
 

Wishing you all a  

very Merry Christmas and  

safe New Year, 

Carol Faska 

PFA President 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale 
Year 7 Text books for Western Port 

Secondary College - Maths Quest 7, 

Second Edition, Humanities Alive 1, 

Science Quest 1, Third Edition 
 

Good Condition with CD Roms 

included. $35 each or $100 for all 3 

books. 

Contact Susie 5977 8257 

or 0409 773 623 

Out of School Hours 

Care Program  

And so another year draws to a closeéé. 

Our Curriculum Day on Wednesday,  

26th November was well attended and the 

children enjoyed the day. 
 

Before School Care continues to be very 

busy. Breakfast ï a good start to the day. 

CHEERLEADING 
Ever wanted to be a Cheerleader? 

Cheerleading classes now available at 

Gymtastic in Mornington. For further 

information visit the website: 

www.gymtastic.com.au 

or phone 5975 8280 

Bookings for 2009 being taken now. 

 

http://www.gymtastic.com.au/
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We offer a choice of croissants, toast, 

raisin toast and muffins, juice and milk. 
 

Our new gamesô table continues to provide 

lots of fun. 
 

We are enjoying plenty of outside play and 

some Christmas craft activities too. 

Count Down via the advent calendar----- 
 

We are saying goodbye to several Grade 6 

students who have attended our program 

since Prep. We wish them well as they 

move on to Secondary School and thank 

them sincerely for their help during the 

year. We will certainly miss them. To all 

our other children who attend the program 

we wish you a happy and safe holiday and 

look forward to your return in 2009. 

Accounts 
A zero balance is required before the end 

of term. Accounts are sent fortnightly and 

prompt payment is expected. 

End of Term 
Friday 19th December. Bookings would be 

appreciated for this day to assist with 

catering. OSHC will operate from the 

dismissal time at 1.30 pm.Thank you. 

To all our families 
Thank you for your support throughout the 

year. We wish you a safe and Happy 

Christmas and look forward to seeing you 

in the New Year. 

Deidre, Marlene, 

Jeannie and Sharron 

 

reminder  

School Swimming 

Carnival  

Grades 3 - 5  

At Somerville Health and Aquatic 

Centre 

Next Tuesday, 16th December 

9.15 am-1.15 pm approx 

Cost $4.50 per child. 

All children are expected to attend 

as this is the program for the day. 

Library News  

PLEASE SEND ALONG ANY 

LIBRARY BOOKS LURKING 

ON YOUR SHELVES  OR IN 

DARK CORNERS!!!! As we 
near the end of the year, we 

need all the books returned, no 

matter how long they have been 

on your shelves. 

 

Many thanks once more and 

happy reading!! 

Sue and Yashmin  

in the library  

 

The Sports Arena  

JUNIOR SPORTSõ CARNIVAL 

Tomorrow, the children in Grades  

Prep - 2 will be participating in the 

annual Junior Sportsô Carnival out on 

our oval, between recess and 

lunchtime. A big óThank Youô to our 

Grade 6 School Leaders who have 

helped to organise and will then 

supervise the activities. Parents are 

welcome to come after the activities 

and join in with the picnic lunch at  

12.30 pm. 
HOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

The House Swimming Carnival for all 

children in Grades 3 - 5 will be held at 

the Somerville Health and Aquatic 

Centre next Tuesday. Itôs a great day 

to finish off our sporting program for 

2008, the kids having some fun and 

winning some points for their house.  

The children have already nominated 

which events they wish to race in, 

including the novelty events and 

through this selection, our school team 

for 2009 will also be established. The 

carnival will start at approximately  

9.45 am and finish by 1.15 pm. Donôt 

forget to wear your house coloured  

T-shirt. 
SPORTSõ UNIFORMS 

Just another reminder to look for any 

sportôs uniforms you may have in your 

cupboards at home. Please return 

them before the end of the year.  
 
 
 
 

An apology to the Grade 4 girlôs 

Triathlon team. The results that were 

published in the last Bulletin were 

incorrect. They should have read ï  

Erin, Kaila and Ashlea came 5th and 

Elysha, Maddi and Natalie came 13th. 

Sorry about that girls! 
 
 
 

Finally, in closing for 2008, Iôd like to 

thank all the parents and extra helpers 

(grandparents, big brothers and 

sisters) who have helped me through 

the year to run the various events in 

which the children have been involved. 

All your support has been greatly 

appreciated. THANK YOU!! 
 

Merry Christmas to 

everyone  

and have a safe and  

happy holiday, 

Kathie Toft. 
 

 
Go For Gold!  
Following in the footsteps of my older 

sisters, I too was elected House Captain 

for Gold house. What an amazing honour! 

 

Along with my fellow House Captain Jack 

Gardner and our Vice Captains Emily 

Willis and Liam Ryan, we took to our roles 

with commitment and enthusiasm and this 

continued throughout the year. 

 

Even though Gold House may not have 

been as successful as we would have liked 

to have been in house points, true to Gold 

House spirit everyone gave it their best, 

supported each other and had a lot of fun 

making our House a fantastic House to be 

in.  Well done! 

 

A special thanks to Mrs Toft for her 

encouragement, Mr Lacey and Mrs 

Quigley for their support and Mrs Grinsted 

for a memorable year. 

Good luck to the 2009 House Captains.  

Remember ñFrom Little Things Big Things 

Grow.ò 

Go Gold House. 

Natalie Dimitrakas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Basketball results for 

Saturday 6/12/08  

3/4 Competition ï Grand Final 

Tyabb Tigers 27 defeated  

Tyabb Tricksters 18 

A nail-biting, exciting game to the very 

end. The Tricksters put up a courageous 

fight and were winning for most of the 

game, but through sheer determination the 

Tigers finally triumphed after a 5 minute 

time extension! 

A fantastic end to an undefeated season. 

Well done to the Premiership team for the 

Summer Season 2008 ï the Tyabb Tigers. 

LAST SCHOOL DAY FOR 2008 

Friday, 19
th

 December 

Final Assembly 1 pm 

Dismissal time 1.30 pm 
Out of School Hours Care Program will 

operate from 1.30 pm. 
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Congratulations also to the Tyabb 

Tricksters for their fantastic efforts. 

Kaye Knapp 

 

THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU AGAIN!! 

In addition to the list of people and 

businesses previously published in the 

newsletter, who have been so generous in 

their support of Dee Lewthwaite and her 

family, we wish to thank the following -  

Hank Bos Glaziers, Frankston (window 

replacement), Peppertree Café, Tyabb 

(voucher), Kimberly and Darren Cox (new 

front door), working bee team (magnificent 

baking and BBQ cooking for the working 

bee), Alex and Kelly Julicher (for all their 

help with collecting donations and being 

there at working bees in all sorts of roles), 

Teacher Resource Store Hastings, NQR 

Hastings, Rumah Home Furnishings ï 

Hastings, Subway ï Hastings, Tyabb 

friendly grocer, Stocktons Fresh Fruit and 

Vegetables, L and G Hindle (supply of 

meat), Jasna Kanton and family ($500 

donation), Hastings Party Supplies. The 

list goes on as donations are forthcoming 

on a regular basis. 

We also thank our wonderful school 

community for their ongoing support in 

providing meals and other support as 

needed.  

 

TYABB COMMUNITY 
CAROLS IN THE PARK 

Saturday, 13th December at 8 pm  
at the Tyabb Reserve. Carols and 

performances by WPCF Church, Tyabb 

Railway Primary School and Tyabb Scout 

Group. Childrenôs activities and a sausage 

sizzle run by the Tyabb Scout Group from 

7 pm. Hot and cold drinks available. 

Proudly supported by the Western Port 

Christian Family. 

SUMMER 

READING CLUB  

Children can register at Somerville Library  

where they can collect their reading 

package. Children will need to read 10 

books between the Monday, 8th December 

and Thursday, 22nd January, 2009. The 

library has thousands of exciting titles to 

choose from so go down and take a look. 

There are incentives along the way 

and they will be included in the draw for 

prizes to be awarded at the'Big Game 

Safari Party'  on Thursday, 22nd January. 

 For further enquiries see  

 

Sally Bridgford  

Child and Youth Services 
Librarian   

Our Library Somerville Branch  

03 5950 1700  

bridsl@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

 

THANK YOU EVERYONE  
It is with mixed emotions that I leave 

Tyabb Primary School. Sadness at leaving 

this wonderful school and the staff, 

children and families who have supported 

me and excitement for the new journey 

about to begin. I am looking forward to a 

new chapter in my life that will include 

more time for my family, some travel, 

gardening (time to smell the roses!) and a 

host of other interests to pursue. 
 

I would like to thank the whole Tyabb 

Primary School community for helping to 

make this school the great place it is. I am 

very proud to have been involved here for 

so long and I will miss the friendship and 

interaction with the families at the school 

and especially those little faces at the 

counter every day! 

I am just one part of the team that makes 

this such a great school and I have 

enjoyed my years here in my many and 

varied roles over the years. 
 

Many thanks also for the gifts and kind 

words that have appeared mysteriously 

beside my computer for the last few 

weeks. No doubt I will see many of you 

around the town to catch up on your news! 

 

Thank you everyone, 

Dianne Dummet 

HOLIDAY PROGRAMS AT THE 
BRIARS PARK ï  
JANUARY 2009  

JUNIOR RANGER PROGRAM for 6-10 

year olds - 'WHAT WASTE WENT 
WHERE?' 

7th, 9th, 12th, 14th, 16th, 19th & 21st 

January, 2009, 9:30 am - midday 

Become a bush detective and join Ranger 

Julia for some fun-filled activities and 

discover how well nature reuses, reduces 

and recycles.  Bookings and pre-payment 

are essential on 5974 3686 or 

the.briars@mornpen.vic.gov.au  $13:50 

per child 
  

 

NIGHT BUSH WALKS 

8th, 9th, 10th, 15th, 16th & 17th January, 

2009, 8:45 pm - 10:15 pm 

Take a night bushwalk/spotlight walk with 

Ranger Ken in the Briars Park Wildlife 

Reserve. 

Bookings and pre-payment are essential 

on 5974-3686 or 

the.briars@mornpen.vic.gov.au  $9:00 per 

person 

  
QUABARA HOLIDAY ARTS PROGRAM 

Photography in Nature: 7th, 8th, 14th & 

15th January, 2009  9:30am - midday 

Fantasy Nature Sculpture: 9th & 16th 

January, 2009  10am - 12:15pm 

Nature Collage: 17th January, 2009 10am 

- 12:15pm 

Bookings and pre-payment are essential. 

Call Loyola on 5974-1909 or  

0407-864-829.      $25:00 per session 

  
TELESCOPIC VIEWING NIGHTS 

2nd, 9th & 16th January, 2009 at 8:00pm 

Join the Mornington Peninsula 

Astronomical Society for informative talk 

on astronomy following by telescopic 

viewing (weather permitting). Adult $8, 

Child $4, Family $20. To book call 0419-

253-252 or email welcome@mpas.asn.au  

  

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas 
everyone  and  

Best wishes  
for  a  
safe and  
Happy  
New Year   

mailto:bridsl@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:the.briars@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:the.briars@mornpen.vic.gov.au
mailto:welcome@mpas.asn.au
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