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Canit really be 6 days of school to go?
This last term has just flown. In fact, the
whole year has flown and here we are with
just over aweek to go. | suppose parents
are eagerly awaiting the arrival of reports
next week. They will be sent home on
Wednesday. Once again, the teachers
have put in an enormous number of hours
to ensure parents get detailed and
comprehensive information about each
child's progress. It's been wonderful to
read the children’s self-evaluations in their
reports where they have reflected on their
own highlights for the year. It's a lovely
personal touch to our reports that I'm sure
parents will appreciate.

2007 in Review

It has been ancther incredible year at
Tyabb with so many significant events. We
tend to just roll along without taking too
much time to consider the amazing
number of special events and celebrations
we include in a year, so | thought I'd do
that. Below s a list of some of the more
significant or noteworthy events from
2007. It's certainly not everything! | did
wonder whether this was a good thing to
do. It's a fairly scary list when you look at
it. It may cause us to question our sanity,
trying to fit this much into a year — but
anyway, here goes!

January: School begins

February: Preps first day, Woorabinda
Camp, District SMmming sports

March: Water Safety, Young Leaders
Conference, Environment Week, Briars
excursion, Year 4 Forest Lodge Camp,
Footsteps Disco

April: Fruit and Vege week, ANZAC day
service

May: Welkathon, Mothers Day stall,
Education Week, Year 3 Camp to Somers,
Year 5 Camp to Beechworth, Cross
Country, Peter Combe, Teddy Bears
Picnic, HPV racing at Casey Felds. ..
whew!

June: Hercules, Winter Lightning
Premiership, Instrumental Concert, Space
Toolbox

July: School review, Greg Hunt visit, World
of Maths, Connections, Prep 2008 tours
and Information Night

August: AlM testing, Rock'n'rall night,
Curious Kids, Education Expo, athletics,
parent forum, Book \Week, Book Fair,
Literacy and Numeracy week, Lions Club
Quiz final, multi-age day, Fathers Day stall
...Wwhew again!

September: Hastings Literacy Festival, 5
star sustainability award, Quest, HPV
racing at Maroondah

October: Sustainability \WWeek, Surmmer
Lightning Premiership, Talk, Talk, Talk!
November: Pirate Day, school Disco,
Instrumental Concert, Woodleigh band,
District tTriathlon

December so far: Orientation Day, Prep
2008 visit, junior schoal sports and picnic,
Christmas boxes, visit to Retirement
Homes by the Band and Choir

Still to come: Grade 6 Bowling Excursion,
Grade 6 Graduation evening, Year 6 BBQ
breakfast, Gr 3—5 Swimming Carnival,
Prep, 1 and 2 Ginema and Ballam Park
Excursion, Christmas hamper collection,
Somenville Carols by Candlelight.

| know on Saturday the 220 of
December, there will be alot of Tyabb
staff saying a big... whew!

Thanks

It's a good time to say a huge thank you to
the whole Tyabb staff for everything they
do for our children. Everyone here works
so hard and is so dedicated to their work,
the schooal, the community and especially
the children. We are so lucky to have so
many talented and dediicated people in our
school, not just teachers, but every single
person who works here! Thank you on
behalf of myself, the community and the
fabulous Tyabb students. The measure of
the quality of a schoal is in its people and
we have a fantastic team of the best
people employed here.

New Grades for 2008
All children will spend a short time in their
new grades for 2008 next Thursday
morning prior to recess. Grade lists have
been completed. We will begin 2008 with
about 362 students. We will do the swap
about 45 minutes before recess and most
children will be able to meet their new
teacher. Below you will find a list of
teachers and grades for next year. There
are a few changes from 2007 but I'm really
happy with the team mix and I’'mlooking
forward to another terrific year for our kids!

Specialists:
Art: Sharon Whight
Music: Merran Wyatt
PE: Kathie Toft
Library: Sue Gibson
Grade: Teacher:
Prep S Melanie Seal
Prep M Anne McDonald
PrepK Mandy Koerner
1D Ay Dzur
1B Gall Brumley
M Meree Duff
2D Mranda Dummett
2H Carole Howden
3S Chris Slater
3C Susan Childs (Exchange
teacher from UK)
4R Bromwyn Rogers
4/5] Paula Jackson
5GW Meriese Galvin and
Nicky Walker
6H Jenny Selby (Term 1) then
Debhbie Hamilton
6G Kris Grinsted

Parent Helpers

While we're talking about our fabulous
people, let's not forget the amazing people
who volunteer their time to help make this
the wonderful schod it is. Whether through
Parents and Friends Association, School
Council, classroom assistance, excursions,
the Bridges program, working bees, sports
team support, camp supervision, event
support and the myriad other things that
happen in our school, we thank you for
your contribution to the success of our
school in making this an amazing place for
our children to learn and play. I'm always
staggered at the level of support that we
get from our parent community. | thank
you all on behalf of the whole staff for your
enthusiasm, reliability, support and
commitment. Without you, this school
would not be nearly as successful as it is.
As a special thanks, we invite you all to a
special afternoon tea put on by the
teachers next Wednesday afternoon, 190
December at 2.30 pmin the Hall. If you've
been one of our valued volunteers, please
come along.

Farewell

At the end of this year, we say farewell to
Matt Povey, who took over as a short term
replacement for Kerri Lawry upon her
retirement and to Michael Bourke, who



replaced Debbie Hamilton when she left to
have her baby. Both men have been
terrific additions to our school and | wish to
thank them for their commitment and the
way in which they have so quickly fitted
into the Tyabb school and community. We
wish them all the very best for their future.
Charlene Duthie

On awhale other scale, we say farewell to
Charlene Duthie who retires after 34 years
with the Department of Education, 28 of
those years being spent at Tyabb Primary
School! ’'m struggling to encapsulate in
words, just what Charlene has meant to
this school and how much we will miss her
presence. I'm certain that, as next year
rolls on, we will continually be reminded of
Charlene’s absence and constantly wish
she was still our Assistant Principal. As a
teacher, she gained the absolute love and
respect of everyone who came in contact
with her. As Assistant Principal, she has
taken on a significant leadership role within
our schoal and this community. Her
standing in the community is beyond
reproach and literally generations of local
children have had their lives enriched by
Charlene’s calm, caring and maternal
influence. So many teachers too, have
enjoyed the privilege of working with
Charlene in so many different roles. She
has been colleague, friend, coordinator,
confidante, leader and counsellor. In all of
these roles she has maintained her
commitment to this community and
particularly to the children of this
community. They are at the heart of
everything she does. Their wellbeing, their
education, their lives are her prime
concern and have been her drivers and
motivators in her career.

On a personal note, whether as teacher, or
assistant principal, | have valued
Charlene’s friendship, support, loyalty and
wise counsel. Whether in a leadership
meeting mulling over the tough issues, in
our offices grappling with the complexities
of amodern primary school or in the pits of
the HPV race at Maryborough, there is
nobody | would rather have beside me. |
will miss her sense of humor, the
occasional morning coffee, our quiet chats,
her ability to jolt me into action, her
unruffled manner and her dinners on
School Council night (I'll probably miss
them most of all).

We can all think of things that we will miss
about Charlene Duthie. There is one thing
that is for sure though. Tyabb will not be
the same without her.

In her typical self-effacing manner,
Charlene doesn't want a big send off. She
just wants to quietly slip out of Tyabb on
Friday week and begin a brand new phase

in her life. Ve will certainly recognise her
contribution to this school next Friday at
assembly so, if you wish to say your own
farewells to Charlene, please come along
to assembly next Friday, 21t Decermber at
12.45 pmand join us all in wishing her a
long, happy, healthy retirement with her
family around her, grandchildren running
about, perhaps a small red in one hand
and the Phillip Island sun on her back. Just
as she would like it!

Have a great week everyone,
I n
Principal
FORWARD DATES
DECEMBER
Friday 14t Carals by Candlelight —
Hastings Foreshore
Sat 15N Carols by Candlelight -
Sages Cottage Farm
Sunday 16" Carals by Candlelight —
Fruitgrowers Reserve, Somenille

Tues.180 Gr 6 Bowling Excursion

Gr 3, 4&5— Swimming Camivel

Prep, 1 & 2 —Movie and Picnic Day
Thurs. 200 Gr 6 Graduation Evening
Friday 21st Last day of Term4 —

Final assembly —12.45 pm

Dismissal time—1.30 pm
JANUARY 2008
Wednes 300 School resumes Grades 1—6 only
Thurs. 31st Preps commence
FEBRUARY
Monday 4th - Friday, 8 Gr6 Wborabinda Camp
MARCH
Thurs 20 Last day of Term 1
Friday 21st Good Friday
APRIL
Monday 7 First day of Term 2

Term dates for 2008 are included in
response to enquiries at the office.

ACTIV8 - AFTER SCHOOL
SPORTS PROGRAM
The Monday Program will finish on

17th December and the Wednesday

Program has finished.

BOOK CLUB

Orders have now been

distributed. If anyone did not

receive their order for the last

Book Club please contact the
office. Thank you.

The PFAwould like to thank you all for
your support in another financially
successful PFAyear. Also a big thank
you to Carol Faska and Sharon
McKinna for their help and all our
other fantastic supportive parents. \We
wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a great New Year.

Narelle Harvey
PFA President

The children had a really fun day at
Bunnings on Curriculum Day. They
made a wooden tool box with tools.
Everyone then went to Mornington
Park for a picnic lunch. A great day!
Thank you to all those who helped out
on the day.

ACCOUNTS — Please remember all
accounts must be finalised by next
week (end of term). Thank you.

FRIDAY, 21T DECEMBER (last day of
term) — children will be dismissed at
1.30 pmand OSHC will operate from
that time. We would appreciate

bookings for catering purposes.

It has been an enjoyable year and we
hape to see you all again in 2008.

Have a very Merry Christmas and a
safe and Happy New Year.

Deidre, Marlene,
and Jeannie.

Friday, 21st December
Last day of Term 4

Final Assembly 12.45 pm

Dismissal 1.30 pm
(Out of School Hours Care Program will

operate from 1.30 pm— Bookings required
please for catering purposes)

Venue: Somers School Camp,
Somers
Date:  Wednesday, 16" —
Friday, 18" April

Please note that the Environment
Week excursion to the Briars will be
on Monday or Tuesday of the same
week.




On behalf of the Grade 2 teachers, |
would like to thank Beth Mooney and
Heather Ludlam, who have been
Bridges Volunteers this year. They
have both given up their time to work
with children one-to-one at improving
their literacy skills.

Beth and Heather are the
grandmothers of children at our school
and don't even live in the local area.
They were keen to be involved and
help out.

They have done a fantastic job and
the children they have worked with
have all benefitted from their help.
This program totally relies on
volunteers, without themit just does
not happen.

You may be considering becoming a
Bridges volunteer next year or you
may know a friend or relative who
would like to help. You don't need any
special skills as we give you all the
information and “training”. You just
need some spare time each week and
a desire to assist children with their
literacy skills.

It would be great to have some more
Bridges volunteers to work with
children next year. If you are
interested, please contact me.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Gail Brumley —
Bridges Co-ordinator.

HTNESS CLUB

Last week was our final week of
Fitness Club for 2007. Everyone who
meade the effort that week earned
double points to their score. Another
big Thank You to all the helpers who
are there every week with the score
sheets and tally cards. It's only
through their dedication that we are

able to run this activity. Hope to see
you all again next year!!

INFANT SPORTS CARNIVAL
Anoather big thank you to our School
Leaders who helped to organise and
supervise all the activities at our Infant
Sports Carnival yesterday morning. It
was a great morning and lots of fun
wes had by all.

HOUSE SWMMMING CARNIVAL

The House Swimming Carmival for all
children in Grades 3 - 5 will be held at
the Somerville Health and Aquatic
Centre next Tuesday. It's a great day
to finish off our sporting program for
2007, the kids having some fun and
winning some poaints for their House.
The children have already nominated
which events they wish to race in,
including the novelty events and
through this selection, our school team
for 2008 will also be established. The
Carnival will start at approximately
9.45 amand finish by 1.15 pm. Don't
forget to wear your House coloured
T-shirt.

SPORTS UNIFORMS

Just another reminder to look for any
sports uniforms you may have in your
cupboards at home. (Particularly the
Grade 5/6 Basketball teams!) Please
return them before the end of the year.

Finally, in closing for 2007, I'd like to
thank all the parents and extra helpers
who have assisted me through the
year in running the various events in
which the children have been
involved. All your support has been
greatly appreciated. THANK YOU!!

Merry Christmas to everyone and
have a happy and safe holiday.

Keep on keeping on,

%
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First Aid Laundry

If anyone is able to wash the bed
linen from the sick bay during the
holidays we would be very grateful.
Please contact Chris or Dianne at the
office.

ABSENCE NOTES
Please promptly return any absence
notes that have been sent home
recently. Ve must have all absence data
entered for the end of the year. Notes
may be sent to the class teacher or the
office. Thank you.

MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE
Hastings School Holiday Program
Wednesday, 21 January to Tuesday, 29
January, 2008 at Bittern Memorial Centre
(melways 164 D8), Graham Myers
Memorial Reserve, Hendersons Rd, Bittern
from 7.30 amtill 6.30 pm
ENROLMENT DETAILS
For further information contact Joan Wust
on 5950 1641.

welp Needeq

We require some helpers for

watering at the school during

the holiday break. If you can
help out please ring Sue
Collis on 0438 050 695.

Watering Times :

Tuesday 9-11am
Saturday 6 — 8 am
Thank you —
"
e
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Earlier thisyear | attended a
conference entitled “Better
Together” which spoke about the
value of working together as a
staff, as community and children
together, and as school
communities working together for
the good of al. This conference
emphasi zed how important and
valuableit isfor everyone when
you work together for common
goals and common good. We often
have this sense of working
together when we have volunteers
working together in classrooms
and around the school. | hope that
you will be able to attend our
hel pers morning tea on Wednesday
next week (19" December) at 2.30
pm where we can say thank you
for your efforts.

| have been working
collaboratively with Jean
Sheridan, avisual arts teacher
from Western Port Secondary
College, and some of her students
from her hands on learning group.
| had some students from Grade
six who will be attending Western
Port next year as well as a group of
boys who have been involved in a
hands on learning group | have
been running throughout the year.
We have transformed Mrs Wyatt's
old couch into aworking art piece
in the garden. At the moment itisa
plain concrete couch that will
become an art piece in the new
year. Itispart of alarger plan to
become a quiet, usable areain our
garden that will undergo some
more landscaping work next year. |
have plans to make some mosaics
for thewallsin thisareaand
possibly mosaic the couch itself.
The grade 3's and 4' s have been
an integral part of the project with
designs and ideas. | hope that they
will continue to be involved next
year. The whole project has been
funded by a grant of money that |
applied for through our regional
cluster of schools. The interaction
between our students and the

W.P.S.C. students was
terrific to see and has
added to the feeling of
knowing about a new
school and already
knowing a familiar face or
something more about
where our children are
heading. The
conversations between the
children was wonderful to
hear as they imparted
information to each other.
Jean is atalented and
passionate lady who was
impressed with our
students and who is
aready looking forward to
working with our children.
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank
everyone who has
supported me and the art
program this year. Thanks
for your words of
encouragement, for saving
your containers and egg
cartons,for tying knots and
threading needles, for
your generous donations
and for time that you have
given to help my program
run that little bit smoother.
| love having helpers and |
know the children love
having you here too. |

look forward to your
continued support and
wish all families a bright
and colourful festive
season and a very happy
holiday.

Sharon Wright.

Some of my
“hands
on learning”
team
covering the
couchin
chicken
wire.
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Mixing,
measuring,
hel ping.

Starting
to apply
the
concrete.




It iswith very mixed emotions that |
write my final article for the bulletin as
| say goodbye to this wonderful
school. | have so many special
memories since | first started in 1980
(yes, I’ ve been around for awhile) -
memories of fabulous children and
their families and of course the
wonderful teachers and staff with
whom | have had the privilege to
work.

There were only about eleven children
inYear 6 when | first cameto Tyabb
and the whole school was made up of
five classrooms, al in portables. The
school had just received another
portable which was to be used as the
Principal’s office, staffroom, staff
toiletsand Library. Everyone was so
excited because previousto this, there
hadn’t been any staff facilities and the
Principal’s office wasin a store room!
Things certainly have changed.

Over the years many people have
queried why | have stayed in the one
school for so long. | always thought
the answer was obvious. When you
work in such agreat place, in such a
supportive and friendly community,
why would you want to leave? | have
had the pleasure of seeing many young
people come and go, and still be here
when they have returned as parents to
enrol their own children. Some of the
children just look at me in amazement
and say, Y ou taught my mum!” |
don't think they believe that a teacher
can be that old!

But the time hascometorrr...... | just
don't like that R word! Soitistimefor
the next chapter in my life. Timeto
relax and enjoy all the things working
people put on hold. Time to enjoy my
family and my three beautiful
grandchildren. Just time for whatever
comes along! (Still hoping for more
grandchildren!)

I'll be far too emotional to say thank
you at the last assembly so | need to
say it now.

A huge thank you to the current and
many past staff members | have had
the privilege to work with. They have
all been professional, supportive,
enthusiastic and dedicated staff. | have
made many life long friends and | will
miss them daily — except if I'm out for
lunch or sitting on a beach somewhere
with a good book! One of the
highlights has been the
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couple of years.

Tyabb iscertainly in great hands and |
wish these wonderful young people all
the very best for their careers.

To the fantastic parents and children, |
say a huge thank you for your support
and your friendship. Y ou are what
makes this school such afabulous
place and | have always been very
proud to say that | am part of this
school community.

Everyone knows how fantastic our
office and support staff are but it is
only when you work in the office
environment, that you really appreciate
how supportive and dedicated they
truly are. Chris, Dianne, Diane and
Kimberly —you are all amazing!

Finally | would like to thank Greg. My
final two yearsin the position of
Assistant Principal have been assisted
enormously by his encouragement,
support and friendship. He has been
my mentor, team partner and friend.
But thisiswhere | do have to stop,
otherwise he'll have to get the tissue
box out for me again!

| wish the new AP all the very best and
hope they have along and rewarding
career at Tyabb. | also hope they
appreciate how lucky they are!

Have a fabulous Christmas and New

Y ear everyone with your family and

friends.

Thank you for all of your best wishes.
Charlene Duthie

(Soon to be Ex) Assistant Principal
of Tyabb Primary School
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