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Last week, | attended my son’s
Valedictory Dinner. Of course I’ve
known for some time that he was
finishing school this year. That was
obvious. Heisin year 12 after all. But
it redly didn’t strike me until that
night when | had time to consider the
enormous significance of the event. He
had taken hislast exam, hislast bus
trip home, hislast school class ever.
He was entering a brand new phase in
hislife. Talk now is of university and
work, getting hislicence and other
symbols of adulthood. We won't ever
again go to a parent/teacher interview,
sigh a permission note or make a
school lunch. These were seemingly
such minor things and yet now they
take on awhole other level of
importance. There he was, he and his
classmates, full of promise and hope
and excitement wanting to be
scientists, engineers, doctors, teachers,
journalists, overseas aide workers and
architects — heading off into the world
to make lives for themselves. It
reminded me that so often we take
these seemingly minor things for
granted. It reminds us all to savour
each moment in the lives of our
children because those moments are so
quickly gone. One moment they are
taking their first stepsinto Prep, the
next they are graduating year 6 and
suddenly they’re off to uni. It's scary
how quickly it happens.

Christmas Boxes

What a fantastic effort by all of the
grades to fill those specia Christmas
boxes to send overseas. Once again,
the generosity of the Tyabb
community shone through and the
boxes are brimful of wonderful
surprises for children less fortunate
than our own.

PFA Disco

Well done once again to our fabulous
Parents’ and Friends' Association for
the recent disco. With the help of Amy
from Footsteps Dancing, the night
went off really well and the kids all
said they had afabulous time. The
PFA is such awonderful group who do

so much to help our school with such
small numbers. If you haven't assisted
the PFA yet but would like to, give us
acall at the school early in the year
and we can give you the details of how
you can be one of our prized and
valued PFA helpers.

What PFA Does

Whilst I'm on the subject, it'sworth
mentioning to everyone, exactly what
the PFA doesfor our school. Let me
see how — air conditioning, playground
equipment, readers, listening posts,
shade shelters, new furniture, part of
the hall, computers, digital projectors
—and that’s only the solid things!
What about help with prep transition,
discos, community events, social
interactions and help for familiesin
need. And what does being involved in
the PFA mean? A great source of early
information from the Principal,

friends, fun, connection with your
child's school and the knowledge that
you're helping to make this the best
school around for our children! So, if
thisall soundsright up your alley, give
usacall at school and we can put you
in contact with our fabulous PFA!
Victorian Academic Number

Please see the attached notice for
information regarding the new
Victorian Academic Number.
Retirement

It is my sad duty to report the pending
retirement of our amazing Assistant
Principal, Charlene Duthie. Charlene
has been considering this for some
time and finally informed me early last
week of her confirmed plans. We are
currently beginning the process of
selecting a new Assistant Principal for
2008. Asyou will redlise, the newsis
quite new and we're not quite used the
ideayet. | will have much more to say
about Charlene's enormous
contribution to this school and this
community closer to the end of the
year.

Leading Teacher appointment

| am most pleased to announce that we
have completed the selection process
for our new Leading Teacher, and the
successful candidate is Carole
Howden. | am rapt that Carole decided

to apply for the position and have full
confidence in her. She takes on the
role of Curriculum Coordinator and
already has great plans for improving
the curriculum cohesiveness, planning
and content at our school.

Traffic Engineering report

At this week’s School Council
meeting, we presented the Shire of
Mornington’s traffic engineering
report for the roads around our school.
It isavery comprehensive report and
we thank the council for committing
significant funds to obtain the data and
finally produce this report. Our local
state member for parliament, Neale
Burgess, attended the meeting to
discuss the proposals contained in the
report with aview to assisting usto
plan further action.

Have a great week everyone,

Principal
FORWARD DATES

NOVEMBER
Thurs. 290 Instrumental Music Concerts - tonight
DECEMBER
Monday 3 Curriculum Day — no children required at

school — OSHC will operate whole day.
Tuesday 4  Orientation Day — Prep & Year 7, 2008
Wednes 12" Choir & Band visit to the elderly
Thurs.13h Bookiist collection day - Hall
Sunday 161" Carols by Candlelight — Somerville
Monday 17 Gr 3,4 &5 - Swimming Carnival
Tues.18h Gr 6 Bowling Excursion

Prep, 1 & 2 —Movie and Picnic Day
Thurs. 200 Gr 6 Graduation Evening
Friday 21st Last day of Term 4 —early dismissal
JANUARY 2008
Wednes 300 School resumes Grades 1—6
Thurs. 31st Preps commence
FEBRUARY
Monday 4 - Friday, 8" Gr 6 Canmp, 2008
MARCH
Thurs 20 Last day of Term 1
Friday 21st Good Friday
APRIL
Monday 7 First day of Term 2

Term dates for 2008 are included in
response to enquiries at the office.




ACTIVS8 - AFTER SCHOOL

SPORTS PROGRAM
Just to let families know that, due to children not
being at schooal, finishing dates for bath the
Monday and Wednesday programs have
changed

The Monday Program will now finish on 17t
December (to make up for Cup Eve and
Curriculum Day 39 December) and the last day
for the Wednesday Program will be 12th
December.

BOOK CLUB
Orders have now been
distributed. If anyone has not
received their order for this
latest Book Club please contact
the office. Thank you.

Hope everybody who attended the
Disco had a great time.  Special
thanks to Carol Faska and all her
helpers for making it a successful
night.
Narelle Harvey
PFA President

Thank you to all the wonderful
parents who helped at the Disco.
Your help was greatly appreciated.

Carol Faska.

Carals by Candlelight — Sunday,
16" December at Fruitgroners
Reserve, Somerville.

Choir and Band — visit to the
elderly —Wednesday, 12t
December.

PENINSULA YOUTH MUSIC SOCIETY
28™ SUMMER MUSIC SCHOOL
Do you enjoy playing an instrument, singing or
dancing? Be part of the many groups including:
Percussion, Bands, String Orchestras, Vocal,
Dance, Jazz and Sining Bands.
For more information phone
5975 8841 or 9782 2450

The end of the year is closing in.........
Such alot of activity within the school
community.

e look forwerd to our December
activities of special Christmas craft.
Last week we shared our facility with
the Activ8 sports program because of
the extreme weather conditions. e
were able to spend time in the Art
roomand the Computer Lab. as well.
We spent some time outdoors ina
shady space blowing bubbles —a fun
activity.

Wednesday — children requested face
painting.

We continue to receive support from
Bakers Delight.

A successful Committee Meeting last
Tuesday evening.

Thank you for the support throughout
the year.

ACCOUNTS — A zero balance is
required at the end of term.
CURRICULUM DAY —We have 3
places still available for Monday, 34
December! We are looking forward to
a Fun Day — bus to Bunnings activity
morning — lunch at Mornington Park
(main street end).

Deidre, Marlene,
Jeannie and Sharron.

SCHOOL CONCERT
‘QUEST’ - DVD ORDERS
Orders and payment ($25) for the

Concert DVD may still be brought to
the schoal office until tomorrow.
Orders after Friday, 30" Novermber will
need to be posted direct.

Dear Chook Lovers

We are 5 gorgeous chooks who need a
holiday. We have our bags packed and
would love to come to your house for the
school holidays.

We have delightful personalities and lay
the best eggs.

Please let Miss Morgan or the office know
if we can start

making plans for £
our holiday A
at your house.

4{/

Thank you to all the Tyabb community
who have wished me well on my new
adventure teaching in the UK. next
year. Your good wishes have buoyed
me as | prepare everything for the next
12 months. | am very excited (and at
times overwhelmed by it all) to have
been awerded this International
Teaching Fellowship. There are 29
teachers across Victoria heading off
overseas very soon! Nine of us will be
teaching inthe UK. I will be living in
Winchester which by all accounts is a
charming town sort of south west and
about an hour from London.

I will be teaching at a schoal in
Southharmpton. | exchange jobs and
houses with my U.K. counterpart Mrs
Susan Childs. Sue and | have been
emailing each other for the past 3
months. She and her husband Martin
are also very excited about this
exchange. Please pop into see her
when she is at Tyabb and say ‘gidday’
to her. Sue actually was involved in an
exchange 10 years ago to Sydney and
had such a memorable experience
that she wanted to do it again.

She is really looking forward to being
at Tyabb next year and | amso
pleased to be able to tell her that she
is so lucky to be coming to such a
fabulous school and community. Living
in beautiful Red Hill South, where |
really do have a koala popping by a
couple of times a year and where
kangaroos can be seen bounding
occasionally through the hinterland is
a bit of an Aussie bonus for them.

I hope Dianne will be able to save me
alittle space in the bulletin next year
so that | can give you snippets of life
fromthe other side of the world.

Libby Morgan

CAR POOLING
to
MT ELIZA SECONDARY
COLLEGE in 2008.

If interested please call Sue Collison
5977 3452.

CANTEEN

Please note change of day
for lunch orders for next
week to Thursday (due to
various activities including
Curriculum Day on
Monday).




Moonlit Sanctuary Summer School Holiday - Young Ranger Program
Environmental Activities, Native Animal Care, Fun and Games in January 2008.
Monday 7, Wednesday 9, Friday 11t, Monday 14, Wednesday 16", Friday 180
Cost: $35.00 per day, $94.50 for 3 days. Open daily between 11 amand 5 pm.
Bookings essential - suitable 8-14 years. Hours: 10AM— 3PM
Bring a packed lunch and wear closed-toe shoes and long pants.

Moonlit Sanctuary
550 Tyabb-Tooradin Rd, Pearcedale

Ph. 5978-7935 Web: wwwyv.pearcedale.com

Email info@moonlit-sanciuary.car us are enjoying the spring sunshine,
: : heezing and asthma symptoms as there is

an increase of pollen in the air, which is a common trigger for people with asthma.
Hay fever is a common allergic condition that affects 8% of children and adolescents, particularly in
spring. Up to 80% of people with asthma also experience hay fever. If hay fever is poorly controlled it can
be more difficult to control your asthma. For a majority of people hay fever is due to pollen (tiny, dust-like
particles given off by certain types of trees, grasses, weeds and flowers). Pollens are small enough to be
airborne and penetrate indoors and out. Whether you are in the city or rural areas here are some tips
to prevent asthma and allergy in Spring :
- Aways carry appropriate medication with you in case you need it (i.e. blue reliever puffer)

Try to avoid going out on windy days or after thunderstorms

Avoid activities in areas where grass is being mowed

Keep windows closed at home and particularly when in the car and use recirculated air in the car

when pallen levels are high

Avoid hanging washing outside on high pollen days. The pollen sticks to your clothes.

The Asthma Foundation of Victoria website asthma.org.au offers a pollen count during the peak allergy
period of October to January, from The University of Melbourne’s School of Botany. This forecast can be
used to alert people with hay fever and peaple with asthma to the likelihood of being exposed to high
levels of pollen, enabling themto take preventative measures in danger periods.

If you would like more information or would like to speak to an Asthma Advisor,
please call 1800 645 130 or visit www.asthma.org.au or www.asthmafriendlyschoals.org.au




DISTRICT TRIATHLON

The weather was perfect for our last
district sports event for 2007 —the
Hastings District Triathlon. Not only were
the mozzies there in force, we had a
fantastic parent contingency there to cheer
on our teams. It was held at Crib Point,
using the public pool and surrounding oval
area. It would be one of my favourite
events where the kids work together as a
team, each doing their best in their
particular discipline. We entered 2 teams
of each boys and girls in grades 4 - 6 and
4 individual competitors who did all 3
disciplines- bike ride, swimand run- What
an effort!

Grade 4 - Hiza, Chloe and Rebecca came
1st. Molly, Grace and Chloe came 5,
Jake, Lochlan and Griffin came 34, Zac,
Ned and Sam came 6™

Grade 5 - Natalie, Emma and Lilli came
34, Sarah, Melissa and Jesse came 6.
Laz, Marcus and Bradie came 1. Aidan,
Ryan and Chris came 4th,

Grade 6 - Erin, Georgia and Jaimee
camelst, Rachel, Jessica and Jennifer
came 34, Grady, Joseph and Josh came
1st. Dylan, Justin and Ben came 4th.
Individual event - Maddison came 4 and
Shae came 6" in the girls event. Rylan
came 3d and West came 4" in the boys
event. These kids all finished so strongly
that they looked like they could run more
laps!!

Fantastic effort by all our competitors!!
Well done.

With all these fantastic results, our school
came home victorious with the trophy to
add to the whole collection of District
Carnival trophies of 2007.

BASKETBALL CLINIC

On Monday while you were at assenbly,
you may have heard a pounding noise
coming from beyond our hall. It wasn't a
herd of escaping students, it was Grade
3/4AM learning some new basketball skills
with BIG KEV (Kevin Benn) of the
Westernport Steelers. He is the Junior
Development Officer at the Somenville
Basketball Stadiumwho kindly donated his
time to spend the day at our school with
the senior students, teaching his tricks of
the trade and promoting his game. The
kids had a great time and Maddison
Hocking, Rylan Wittmer and Riley Thorpe
were al rewarded with a brand new
baskethall for their efforts in shooting
baskets from near the half way line. What
an effort!!!

FITNESS CLUB
It was great to see a slight increase in
numbers at FHtness Club on Tuesday.
Nurmbers and enthusiasm have been down
of recent mornings but next week will be
your last chance to make that total you've
been aiming at for the year. All scores
will be doubled on Tuesday and
Thursday next week so come on down,
get the blood pumping for a final year blast
and up those
scores!! This will
be the last week of
Htness Club for
2007.
ABIG THANKYOU
to Sue and Peter
Spark grandparents
of Sam, Logan and
Annaliese Spark
who are there every
Tuesday, recording
laps and then
tallying all our
results. Their help has been invaluable to
the running of the club. Thanks also to
Melissa Weiderman and Dee Lewthwaite
who record on Thursdays and other
parents who pitch in and help when
necessary. Our house captains and vice
captains also record laps on their allocated
days and for this, | thank them.
END OF YEARACTIVITIES
Don't forget the last activities for our
sporting calendar of 2007 -
Thursday, 13" December - Infant Sports
Carnival. Grades Prep - 2. Parents invited
to join children after, at 12.30 pm for picnic
lunch on the oval.
Tuesday, 18" December - House
Swimming Carnival. Grades 3- 5. Fun
activities and races at Somerville Health
and Aquatic Centre.

Keep on keeping on,



MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE
Hastings School Holiday Program
Wednesday, 2nd January to Tuesday, 29h
January, 2008 at Bittern Memorial Centre
(melways 164 D8), Graham Myers
Memorial Reserve, Hendersons Rd, Bittern
from 7.30 amtill 6.30 pm
ENROLMENT DETAILS
Tuesday, 11t December, 2007 from
2.30 pmto 7.30 pmat Hastings Shire
Office, Marine Parade, Hastings.
Enrolment forms available from the school
office, libraries and Mornington Peninsula
Shire Cffices. For further information
contact Joan Wust on 5950 1641.

BALNARRING PRE-SCHOOL
50™ ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATION
Sunday, 2nd Decermber, 2007
at Balnarring Pre-school
from2 pm—7 pm.

Afternoon tea provided from 2 pm.
BYO picnic dinner or sausages available to
purchase. 4 pm presentation and opening
of the new garden. 5 pm entertainment by
Marty Williams. Children's activities.

All past and present families of the kinder
are invited.

VICSWMM
The VICSWM Holiday Programis an
intensive aquatic education program. Each
programis one week long, running over 3
weeks in the January holidays. Each child
receives a 40 minute lesson each day for
the duration of their chasen program.
Lessons cater for a broad range of
abilities, from those who have had little
exposure to the water to those who are
able to snim competently but require
further skill reinforcement. The Programis
designed for the participants to have fun
and at the same time teach them skills that
will be with them for life.
OPEN WATER PROGRAM
VICSWIM's unique Open Water Program
has become extremely popular, allowing
participants to enjoy the open water
experience in a safe and educational
environment. This program focuses on
safety in and around open water locations

and is supported by the Victorian
Government's ‘Play it Safe by
the Water' campaign. Safe
participation in open water
education programs can lead to
enjoyment in ather aguatic sporting
activities. At times they may also use
different equipment such as flippers, body
board, mask and snorkel (this equipment
will be supplied).
HOWTO ENROL
- Enral online at www.vicsmim.com
Send completed enrolment form and
payment to:
VICSWM Enrolments
44 — 46 Birdwood Street
BOX HILL SOUTH 3128
Phone (03) 8843 2000
In person at the VICSWIM dffice,
44-46 Birdwood Street, BOX HILL
SOUTH, 3128

Program 1 (5 days) — Monday 7 January
to Friday 11t January, 2008

Program 2 (5 days) — Monday 14t January
to Friday 18" January, 2008

Program 3 (5 days) — Monday 21t January
to Friday 25 January, 2008.

TYABB JUNIOR
FOOTBALL CLUB -

FAMILY FUN DAY
Tyabb Juniors & Seniors are holding a
fun day for the community at the local
football ground. Live Music, Jumping

Castle, CFA, Food and more fun and
activities and of course Santa.
Sunday, 2™ December from 1 pm till 5
pm at Bunguyan Reserve, Frankston-
Flinders Rd, Tyabb. Contact Gavin
Buchan
0403 008 226

%




Grade Structure

Dear Parents,

As most of you know, 2007
saw Tyabb Primary School
adopt an innovative grade
structure involving two
grades of boys only. We
had Grade 2D and Grade
1/2HM.

Success

The arrangement was
highly successful and
addressed a number of the
Issues that were created as
aresult of far higher
numbers of boys enrolling
than would normally be
expected in those year
levels. There were benefits
for both boys and girls that
came from this
arrangement. The teachers
have really enjoyed their
year with the boys and
certainly the boys seemto
have enjoyed it aswell.
The feedback from parents
has been all positive. There
have been some
particularly positive
comments from parents
who, in theinitial stages,
had some reservations
about the scheme.

Thereis no doubt in our
mind that this has been a
highly successful program
in 2007. It must be said
though, that it ishard to
determine whether this
success is as the result of
having boys only grades or
more simply as a direct

result of the outstanding
quality of the teachersin
that area. Carole, Anne,
Miranda and Jenny (who
took on a 2/3 composite
grade of year 2 girls and
year 3 boys) have shown
the most incredible
enthusiasm and
commitment to this
Innovation and its success
Isin no small part,
attributable to this.
Review

A couple of weeks ago, the
|eadership team met with
the teachers to discuss
where we should go with
this arrangement in 2008.
We recognise that, despite
Its success this year, this
cannot necessarily be
guaranteed as the boys
grow older. We also
recognise the value of a co-
educational experience.
Thereisavast amount of
socia development that
occurs with regular
Interaction with the
opposite sex.

Asweéll asthis, one of the
major reasons for splitting
the boys and girls was that
there were only avery
small number of Year 2
girls, so putting theminto a
single social group has
been very beneficial to
them. We

have though, gained a
number of new enrolments
of girlsin this age group

and so the imperative to
keep them all together is
now not a factor.

Plansfor 2008

After adl things were
considered, we have
decided to return to co-
educational gradesin 2008.
We had lengthy discussion
about all aspects of this
arrangement and we
believe that thisis the right
course of action for all
involved. This does not
mean, of course, that we
may not return to single
sex gradesin the future.
We have seen that it can be
most successful given
certain circumstances and
we would certainly
implement it again if we
felt it wasin the best
Interests of the children.

Can | finish by thanking all
of the parentsin those year
levels affected for your
confidence and
co-operation during the
implementation of this
initiative. This would not
have been possible without
your consent and your on-
going support. Should you
wish to discuss this further,
please do not hesitate to
call me at the school.

Principal



Victorian Academic
Number is on its way
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