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It's hard to believe that the holidays are
here and we are half way through the year
already. The last fewweeks have been
incredibly busy. | am sure the teachers are
looking forward to a break as are most of
the children | suspect. The weather isn't
looking too good for the break but, as |
have said before, we can't be complaining
about the rain, can we? Sorme late
breaking news has come to me that has
gladdened my heart and warmed me up a
little. Many of you will know that we had a
break in recently where they smashed
doors and windows and stole computer
monitors and a cash drawer (empty mind
you). We have just heard though that the
Hastings C.1.U. has caught the alleged
perpetrators. The loss of equipment is
concerning enough but the damage and
distress that is caused by such an invasion
is more upsetting. We're glad to know that
the law has triumphed in this case.
Retirement Announcement

| must start today’s newsletter with the
news that Kerri Lawry will be retiring from
teaching as of the end of this term. We
have known of this for some short time but
wanted to have the replacement teacher
confirmed before informing parents.
However, | suspect that through one
avenue or ancther, the news has leaked
out anyway. Mrs Lawry has been at the
school for many years now and | know that
the school community has appreciated her
commitment, professionalism, enthusiasm
and good humor. She has become very
much a part of the Tyabb community. |
know of the esteem and affection in which
Kerri is held by her colleagues, the
children and indeed the whole community.
Whilst we will miss her greatly, we all wish
her success in this exciting new phase in
her life. In Kerri’'s place we have enployed
anewteacher. His name is Matthew
Povey, a young man who is coming all the
way from Portland to teach here at Tyabb.
Matthew has been to the school and met
the teachers here, as well as some of the
children. We are very excited about his
beginning at our school and Matthew is
similarly excited about his appointment. He
comes highly recommended and with a
strong background in computers and

information technology. In order to ensure
a smooth transition, Matthew has been
here this week working alongside Kerri for
two days. Tomorrow (Friday) will be Kerri's
last day at Tyabb and there will be a
special assembly at 1.45 pmto farewell
her. 1 would like to invite the whole
community to join us for a celebration of a
wonderful career in education and thanks
for many years of fantastic commitment
and service to the Tyabb school
community.

Another Staff Announcement
Yesterday, we farewelled another well-
loved staff member. Anna Goss, who has
been working for one day a week in our
office for some time now, is off to have her
baby. | am sure that many of you will have
been met at the office window by Anna’s
bright, cheery smile and engaging manner.
Considering she has only worked one day
aweek, it is amazing how much a part of
the Tyabb staff Anna has become. It is
testarment to her infectious enthusiasm
and delightful manner. We wish Anna all
the very best for the birth of her first child
and look forward to a visit in a few weeks
time, of mum and baby!

Fruit and Veg Follow-up

We have made some great gains in
reducing the amount of rubbish in our
school as well as in increasing the level of
healthy eating amongst our students. \WWe
had great success during our Fruit and
Veg week but we have naticed that many
have fallen back into old habits with high
fat, high salt and high sugar convenience
foods. These are not only unhealthy but,
as arule, have far greater levels of
wrappings and rubbish. This is especially
the case at morning recess where snacks
are more often than not pre-packaged
biscuits, chips and so on. In order to build
on the momentum created from Fruit and
Veg week we are trying some new
strategies to encourage both minimal use
of packaging and maximum use of fruit
and vegetables and other healthy snacks.

*  We will continue to encourage
“Wrapper Free Lunches and Snacks”
*  Nolunchwrappers will be allowed in
classroom bins. They will be sent
home in lunch boxes.
Chlldren will not be allowed to take
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snacks. All snacks must be eaten in
the classroom or unwrapped prior to
taking them out.

We all want to reduce waste and we all
want to encourage healthier eating for our
children. With these strategies, we can do
both. I look forward to your support for this
program

Reports

| trust that parents appreciate the work that
went into the implementation of the new
student reports and | hope that the reports
provided the sort of information that
parents are seeking about the progress of
their children. Special thanks and
congratulations need to go to Paula
Jackson and Carole Howden, who have
taken on the coordination role for the new
reports. It was a huge learning task for
them and it has taken an immense amount
of their own time to learn the software, set
up the report system, print the reports and
provide advice and support to other
teachers. Infact, all teachers have spent
significant time learning about and
familiarising themselves with the new
systemand we are very pleased with the
way the reports have turned out. Thanks
also must go to our technicians Jon
Woolcock and Rohan Beckett who have
provided a great deal of technical support
and advice to Carole and Paula during the
implementation which began in term 4 last
year and culminated in the reports that
went home on Monday.

Feedback on the Reports

| understand that not everyone will like the
new reports. \We had a very high level of
satisfaction with the old reports and
change is never easy. However, most
feedback has been fairly positive. The new
reports are mandated and so we have little
choice in howthey are presented but we
are still interested in parent feedback on
the reports so that we can consider
improvements for the future. Thereis an
online feedback form on our school
website on which all parents can provide
feedback. The formis quite simple and will
only take a few minutes to complete. You
can find the form at
www.tyabbps.vic.edu.au and click on the
feedback button.




Cluster Enrolment Week

Enrolment Week for the Mulberry Hill
Cluster of Schoals is happening in the
week of July 23d — 27t and you may have
seen an advertisement to that effect in the
local Independent News last week. Tours
of the school will be conducted in the first
week of term and enrolment week will also
incorporate an information night for
prospective parents on Tuesday evening
241 July at 7pm.

Active After School Communities

The Active After School Communities
Program begins interm 3 and so far the
response has been most positive. | am
pleased that the community has supported
this initiative.

Qliver's Creek Working Bee

What a fantastic response there was to our
recent Working Bee in the Oliver's Creek
Reserve! Thank you so much to everyone
who attended. It was a great team effort
and a huge amount of work was
completed. We gain a great deal of benefit
from having such a wonderful reserve
beside our school and we have a
responsibility to care for it. We were
successful in gaining a grant from
Melbourne Water to enable us to prepare
awater watch area for our students. At the
Working Bee, we created a terraced area,
did some minor weed removal and
mulched and then planted local native
plants. The kids can conduct the important
work of monitoring our local creek in
comfort and safety. We also completed a
power of work in and around the school
environment centre with pathways, drains,
new seats and a general clean up. There
wes also a leaflet distribution to
neighbouring homes as well as a sausage
sizzle to feed the hungry. It was great to
see such alarge contingent of parents and
children there to assist the small but
enthusiastic band of volunteers who
normally care for our park. Special thanks
and congratulations must go to Jenny
Selby who managed and organised the
whole project. She is a powerhouse of
enthusiasm for the park and for
environmental issues in general. If you
don't see her in the Oliver's Creek
Reserve, you may find her spending
weekends working in the Balcombe
Wetlands. Her enthusiasm for the
environment is infectious and she is a
great asset to our school. Thanks Jenny!
Instrumental Music Evening

Another great turn out for the Instrumental
Concerts held last Thursday. They never
fail to draw a crond. | saw only a very
small portion of the performances because
| had to go to my son’s school and see his
musical performance. However, | sawa

few samples at assermbly on Monday and |
know just how proud parents and relatives
are of their brave little musicians as they
stand up to perform. Well done to you all!
SRAPS 3 (Study on the Resourcing of
Australian Primary Schools)

We will soon see the release of a report on
3 years of important research that has
been completed by APPA on behalf of all
primary schools in Australia. The SRAPS
study has now been completed and the
results and recommendations will be
released nationally, very soon. The report
summarises the funding and resourcing
levels of primary schools throughout the
country and strongly supports what
primary school principals and parent
organisations have been saying for some
time — primary schools are under-
resourced. For so long in consecutive
Federal and State budgets, primary
schools have been the forgotten cousin.
Billions of dollars have been thrown at
secondary schools with little or no impact
on student learning results. The SRAPS
report will show that 1/3 of primary schools
in Australia are able to deliver the required
curriculum within available resources. 1/3
are barely able to deliver most of the
required curriculum and 1/3 simply do not
have the available resources to fulfil their
expectations. It is hoped that this study will
resonate with the Australian community,
forcing governments into the realisation
that, if primary schools are not adequately
resourced, then students are at great risk
of entering secondary “behind the eight
ball”.

Well, you would all have received your flier
for the Rock n Rall night so now's your
opportunity to start organizing your family
and your friends to come and have a great
“family night” dancing. Tickets go on sale
on the first day of Term 3 (Monday, 16"
July) and you must purchase your tickets
before the night as we only have a limited
amount.
Cost - $10 per adult, $3 children, $25
Family ticket (2 adults and all your own
children).

Thank you

Narelle Harvey,
PFA President.

OVERDUE PAYMENTS
Final payments for accounts such as
the Music Program, OSHC,
Swimming Program etc must be
paid by tomorrow. Please notify the
office if you are unsure of the
amount to be paid. Thank you.

LOST PROPERTY  Inthe foyer
cupboard opposite the Art room - lots of
uniform items, drink bottles, lunch boxes,
‘trinkets’ etc. Please check if there is
anything belonging to your child. Al leftover
drink bottles etc will be discarded.

Have a great holiday break everyone.
!
Principal
FORWARD DATES
JUNE
Friday 20th Last day of Term 2
Dismissal time—2.30 pm
JULY
Monday 160 First day of Term3
AUGUST
Saturday 4t PFA Rockn’Roll Night - Tyabb Hall
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PUPIL FREE DAY —\Wednesday, 27t
June —agreat success. Children enjoyed
the day’s activities, some with a Christmas
therme.

QOur weekly ‘other country’ focus has been
enjoyed by the children. We have had lots
of new games to play and linked stories
set in the country we are looking at.

We have continued to participate in
activities both indoor and outdoor.

Our ‘beach tent shelter’ has stimulated
further dramatic play.

ACCOUNTS - MUST be paid this week.
A ZEROBALANCE is required at the
end of term. Thank you.

\We have welcomed some more new
families to the program. Thanks to the
children who contribute to them settling in
well.

Enjoy the winter break as we will.

Deidre, Marlene, Jeannie,
Sharron and Sarah.



As you all know | will not be returning to
our wonderful school next term. | will be
starting the next stage of my lifeas a
retired person.
[ would like to take this opportunity to
thank you all for the support and friendship
you have given me since | arrived here in
1990.
| have been very privileged to have taught
your fabulous, talented children whilst
working with a fantastic, professional and
dedicated staff. | have many wonderful
memories of Tyabb that | will cherish.
Tyabb PS has an outstanding sense of
community which makes it a great place in
which to be involved. Parents, children and
staff are all co-operating and working
together for the benefit of all. | have really
enjoyed being part of this community and |
amreally sad that it must come to an end
as all great things do eventually.
Please stop me and say hello if you bump
into me somewhere. | am always
interested to hear what's happening out
there and love to knowwhere the
children's talents and experiences are
leading them.
Thank you
Best wishes
Kerri Lawry.

Rest up and recharge your batteries for a
big term of athletics in Term 3.

Enjoy the break,
Keep on keeping on,

lightning Bremigrshily

On Wednesday the 131 of June Tyabb
T-ball team B went to Bittern to play t-ball
against other schools. Our 1st game was at
diamond 5 against Crib Poirt, the scores
were 7-6 in our favour. We all played really
well as ateamand all our teamgot a
home run. Chris was last batter and he
only had to get to 18t base to get 2 people
home, and he did.

After that game we versed Hastings and
won, in the first innings we scored 7-3 and
then in the second innings the scores were
14-6 in our favour. Everybody got a home
run and played outstanding. e have to
give crediit to the grade 3's and 4's, from
Hastings, for having a go. Everyone was a

good sport on letting them have another
bat that didn’t count.

Our 34 game we won against Balnarring.
The next game we had a bye. The 4
game we came a draw with Bittern. Our 50
game we played against Hinders and lost.
We would like to thank Casey and Stephen
for filling in. We all had a great day. We
would like to thank Mrs Toft, for organising
the day, Mr Slater for coaching us in one
of the games and Casey’s mum for
coaching us for the rest of the games.

Children have been allowed to borrow
books over the holidays so | hope they find
some time to enjoy them. e have
experienced a very enthusiastic reading
term, with a great borrowing result and
look forward to an exciting 39 termin the
library. Many new books have arrived,
including the Shortlisted Book of the Year,
2007. We will be reading and completing
activities around some of these books in
term 3. We have Book Week and Book
Fair onits way.

Congratulations to those children who
have participated in the MS Readathon. |
have inserted some information for you in
this newsletter.

Thank you to the families who have
responded and returned the overdue
notices. Mrs Beaumont and | have found
this to be very helpful.

Also | would like to thank the children and
parents who have helped me in the library
over the term, | really appreciate your
efforts.

Thank you to the Payne family for their
generous donation of books.

Have a fun holiday and happy reading,
Mrs Duff
Teacher Librarian

These books have been left in the
Library, if you own them please
collect them from the office.
- Goosebumps-M onster Blood 11
by RL Stine
The Tale of Jeremy Fisher by
Beatrix Potter
The Jolly Postman by
Jand A Ahlberg

- . How many

. books have you

read in the 2007
MS Readathon?

Attention to all MS Readathon Readers!!!
Thank you so much to all the special students
who are helping to raise money for people
living with Multiple Sclerasis!

Latest Information!

Parents of children registered for this year's
programwill shortly receive a letter fromthe
MS Readathon team explaining how
sponsorship money can be paid, so you can
receive the cool Reading Rewards you have
earned. If one of these letters does not arrive at
your house or if you need a new receipt book,
call 1300 677 323. You can also find all the
latest MS Readathon news at
www.msreadathon.org.au.

When does MS Readathon finish?

If you started reading on June 1 then your
reading time finishes on June 30. If you started
after June 1, then count four weeks fromthe
day you first started reading and that will be
when your MS Readathon finishes. Even
though MS Readathon time is almost up for
ancther year, remember to always keep those
books open —reading is lots of fun!

Information to MS Readathon sponsors!
Now is an ideal time to sponsor a student, as
they make a difference by “Reading for a
Reason”. To find out how easy this can be, log
onto www.msreadathon.org.au or call
1300677 323.

When does money need to be sent in by?
To qualify for this years’ extra competitions,
return your sponsorship money to MS
Readathon by August 30. Don't forget to post
your reading record and sponsor list as well as
your receipt book. It will take a fewweeks to get
your Reading Rewards to you, so please be
patient- Bosko will be very busy.




With funding from Melbourne Water a
previously blackberry infested creek bank
was converted to a safe, accessible area
for waterwatch activities for the students.
Many, many thanks to the McDonald,
Martin, Soldatos, Schreiner, Rigg,

Di lorio, Benning, Mentiplay, Holland,
Stewart, Runting, Wide, McKee, Gigliotti,
Karis, White and Collis

families for their help at our Oliver's
Creek Working Bee last Sunday :

Work completed was the construction of
awaterwatch area along the creek,
construction of a retaining wall, mulching
and planting. Seats were also built in the
environment centre, drains dug and steps
made. A great effort!
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Art news

ADVANCE NOTICE

Whole School Concert
Term 3

Friday, 7" September
Matinee and Evening
performances.
Please reserve this date
in your diary now!

Help needed for the
concert :

Medium sized truck
and driver for collecting
sets and costumes
from another school.
Time and date not
known yet.

Grades will need
costume sewers /
organisers. Please
indicate to your child’s
teacher if you can
assist in that area.
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What a wonderful termit has been in the art
room. Lats of children have had many different
experiences available to them throughout the
term. The senior grades have completed a
series of work on oriental dragons and this
should make for an interesting display in the
office soon. The focus has been on drawing.
Middle school have learnt about foreground
and background and used some interesting
meterials to make some fantastic art work
currently on display in the art foyer and office.
Preps have had fun with all sorts of animals
and used many different techniques to print
and join and make some gorgeous art. Some
grades will be working with clay early next
term, adding to our faces wall, as well as
making some things for home. The grade ones
and twos have constructed various things
including some cars that really move, some
enormous bugs and many other things.
Whatever they have made, the children
seemed to enjoy what they have been doing,
worked and shared together, made good use
of our fabulous art room and had lots of fun on
the way. A big thank you to the loyal band of
mums who have come in and worked with their
children yet again in the art room. The
assistance you give is invaluable and very
much appreciated. The jobs you complete are
time saving and any help the children get to
completing their tasks is an absolute bonus, so
thank you. | look forward to your continued
support as the year wears on.

Having said that | am also looking for someone
with a sewing machine who might be able to
sew around some “worm’ puppets. Nothing
fancy required and no major rush to conplete
this at home task. Please contact me if you can
help.

| hope you enjoy the holidays and | welcome
you all ready to make something else
interesting and exciting after the break. | also
suggest that if you are in the city over the
holidays you check out the galleries (lan Potter
at Federation Square, the N.G.V or Birrarung
Marr) for their hands on kids activities.

Have a terrific wintry break everyone.
Sharon Wight




