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I can’t quite believe how much is going on 
at the moment. At Tyabb, it’s not just May, 
it’s Mayhem! Ask anyone around and 
they’ll tell you that we hardly have time to 
draw breath between one special activity 
and the next. It must be hard for parents to 
keep up. I find it hard to keep track myself 
sometimes! The teaching and support staff 
work extremely hard to ensure an exciting 
and varied school experience for the 
children of Tyabb and the children always 
respond with their unbridled enthusiasm 
and sense of fun. 
Walkathon 
Once again, we had a highly successful 
Walkathon! The weather was perfect, the 
costumes were fantastic and who could 
fault the beautiful bushland setting that we 
have on our doorstep! Thank you to 
everyone involved in the organisation, 
particularly Charlene Duthie and Gail 
Brumley as well as the PFA, led by Narelle 
Harvey. The real work now starts in 
gathering up all of that sponsorship 
money. This is our major fundraiser for the 
year and I have no doubt the community 
will get behind this as they always do. The 
money raised will be going towards a 
brand new shade/all weather structure 
near the top car park, something from 
which everyone will benefit! 
Young Children at Assembly 
Over the last couple of weeks, there have 
been increasing problems with the noise of 
very young children interrupting the school 
assembly. Whilst the assembly is a 
community event, its prime purpose is to 
begin the week on a positive footing, 
ensure that the communication processes 
are adequate and to continue to reinforce 
the kind of behavioural culture that we 
would like in the school. The feedback 
from teachers is that, with the noise of 
several toddlers and babies in the hall, the 
older children in particular are unable to 
hear the speakers and are often distracted 
by the antics of the youngsters. We try 
very hard to keep the assembly a positive 
and enjoyable experience for all but we 
also insist on an appropriate level of 
behaviour from the children to ensure the 
communication is effective and that they 
learn correct audience conduct. This is 

most difficult when they can’t hear or when 
they are unnecessarily distracted. Parents 
are most welcome at our assembly. It’s a 
fantastic time to see what’s been 
happening in the school and to join in the 
celebration of all that is good about Tyabb 
and its students. I would ask though that 
young toddlers are kept under close 
control and do not become a distraction to 
the main purpose of the assembly. This 
time can also be a learning activity for 
them as they too, learn appropriate 
audience conduct. I would request that, 
should your toddler or baby be making 
excessive noise, that you remove them 
from the hall so that the assembly can 
proceed uninterrupted. I know that some 
parents may feel aggrieved by this request 
but I am confident that the vast majority 
will support me in this. 
Personal Accident Insurance 
Along with the newsletter, you will find a 
brochure about Personal Accident 
Insurance from EBM. Please note that, this 
is neither a recommendation nor an 
endorsement of the insurance provided by 
EBM. We are simply passing on the 
information as a service to parents.  
Parents should know that the Department 
of Education does not hold personal 
accident insurance for students. The 
decision as to whether you purchase 
insurance or not is yours, based on your 
own family priorities and needs. For more 
information, go the website 
www.studentcover.com.au. 
Olivers Creek Bushland 
I had an issue of concern brought to my 
attention last week that I thought I should 
pass on to the community. A local 
neighbour came and spoke to me after 
school about a man who had approached 
her in the Olivers Creek Bushland 
Reserve. He aggressively spoke to her 
about her dogs (which were both on leads 
– perfectly allowable as we understand it) 
being in the park and then proceeded to 
strike one dog with a stick so severely that 
he needed veterinary treatment. The 
incident was reported to police and they 
are keen to pursue the matter further. The 
man was a 6’ tall, slender, middle-aged 
jogger dressed in jogging shorts and top. 
This is the second occasion on which this 
woman has been approached by this man 

in an aggressive manner. There are also 
reports that he has acted similarly towards 
other park users. Firstly note that, as far as 
we know, dog walking is an allowable 
activity in the park, as long as they are on 
a leash. Secondly, should you have any 
further information about the identity of this 
man, or indeed if you have had a similar 
incident, could you contact me at the 
school or call Hastings police. 
1st May, Hats Off Day!  
As of the 1st of May, children are no 
longer required to wear hats for outdoor 
activities at school. Below is Cancer 
Victoria’s advice on sun protection during 
the months of May to August.  
Correct sun protection practices not only 
reduce your risk of skin and eye damage 
and skin cancer but also ensure you obtain 
enough vitamin D from the sun to allow for 
healthy bone development and 
maintenance.  Whenever UV Index levels 
reach 3 (moderate) and above, sun 
protection is needed because that is when 
UV radiation can damage your skin which 
can lead to skin cancer.   
From May to August in Victoria, average 
UV Index levels are usually low (1 or 2). 
When UV Index levels are low, sun 
protection isn't required unless you are 
near highly reflective surfaces such as 
water or snow or in alpine regions. To see 
what the UV levels are throughout Victoria 
go to the SunSmart UV Alert in the 
weather section of your daily newspaper or 
visit 
http://www.bom.gov.au/announcements/uv
/. When UV Index levels are low, the 
SunSmart UV Alert will say, "No UV Alert" 
and sun protection is not required. 
Anzac Day 
Once again, I was so very pleased to see 
so many Tyabb children representing our 
school and community in the ANZAC Day 
march on Wednesday. At my rough count 
we had about 50 students of all ages 
marching under the school banner and a 
number of others marching with other 
organisations. We were, without doubt, the 
largest school contingent but 
unfortunately, we were one of only four 
schools that marched this year which was 
disappointing. I thought the initiative of 
giving children the opportunity to march 
was a very positive one on behalf of the 
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RSL and handing out little Aussie flags for 
them to wave was a wonderful touch this 
year. It was just fantastic to see them 
proudly waving our national flag as they 
marched in support of the diggers. I am 
sure that the parents of our student 
leaders, School Captains Jaimee Peney 
and Josh Boer, were most proud of the 
manner in which they conducted 
themselves in representing our school and 
laying a wreath as part of the ceremony.  I 
was certainly proud of them, as I was of all 
the Tyabb children who attended. I must 
particularly congratulate our very young 
representatives, some still only in Prep, 
who behaved extremely well during the 
lengthy ceremony. Thank you also to our 
older students who looked after the little 
ones, making sure they could see, keeping 
them in sight and keeping them quiet at 
the appropriate times. It’s so nice to see 
the caring way in which our senior 
students look after the littlies. I would like 
to thank all of the Tyabb families who 
participated. The RSL members were, I 
know, touched by the amount of support 
they received on their important day.  It is 
terrific to see so many young Tyabb 
students getting involved in the ANZAC 
Day ceremonies. Well done to you all! 
New Reports for Parents 
Following the staff training day yesterday, 
there will be an information session for all 
parents on the new reports in the coming 
weeks. The information provided, the 
format and the assessment system will be 
quite different to what Tyabb parents are 
used to and so we are keen to ensure that 
parents are fully informed. Notification will 
be sent home about the information night. 
Announcement 
It is with the greatest of pleasure that I am 
able to officially announce that Debbie 
Hamilton is pregnant with her first baby. 
Everyone on staff is very excited about the 
prospect of a new baby arriving later in the 
year!  
Staffing Announcement 
Unfortunately, I also have to announce 
that we are losing a staff member. Leanne 
Hansen, who has been an Integration Aide 
at the school and, for some time, worked 
in our art room, has only just informed me 
that she has been successful in obtaining 
a new appointment to Rosebud PS. This 
will be an exciting new challenge for 
Leanne and we wish her all the very best. 
Leanne has made a wonderful contribution 
to the school and the community in so 
many ways.  
Enrolments 
This term started off a little differently with 
a number of new enrolments arriving on 
our doorstep. Six new students have 

begun with us and so we welcome them to 
our community. We have Arrietty (2/3S) 
and Billie-Jean (Prep S) Cunningham-
Bruce, Rory Oliver (5/6S), Joshua Davies 
(1/2HM), Madison Barrs (5J) and Nathan 
Delcampo (Prep R). I am sure you will all 
settle into life at Tyabb very well. It’s a 
great community to be part of and I hope 
you enjoy your association with us. 
Investing in Our Schools 
Tenders have closed for the construction 
of our major works grounds project and we 
are pleased with the prices that we have 
received. Council will need to approve a 
successful tender and then works can 
begin as soon as possible.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Driveway problems 
It has been reported to me that an 
increasing number of children are being 
picked up part way down the gravel 
driveway by parents in vehicles that are in 
the moving lane. This is a very dangerous 
practice and can be extremely disruptive to 
the flow of traffic. Parents should note that 
teachers supervise the pick-up/drop-off 
area but there is no supervision down the 
driveway. The habit of children coming 
from between parked cars to a moving 
lane of traffic is simply a disaster waiting to 
happen! Please be more patient and pick 
up your children in the proper zone. 
 

 
Have a great week everyone, 

� ��� �� � ��	 �
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Proposed Shade /  
All Weather Structure 
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FORWARD DATES 
MAY  
Monday 7th House Cross Country-Grades 3 - 6 
Wednes 9th PFA Mothers Day Stall 
Wednes. 16th Peter Combe Concert -Gr Prep - 2 
Wed 23rd – 25th    Gr 3 Camp - Somers 
Monday 28th School photos 
Tues 29th 

- June 1st 
Grade 5 Camp – Beechworth 

JUNE  
Monday 11th Public holiday 
Friday 29th Last day of Term 2 
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Thank you to everyone for 
participating in the Easter hat 
parade. All of the hats looked 
great!  
We raised $245 towards our 
sponsor child, Ayire Damoshe. 
This money will make a big 
difference to her life. 
 

Thank you again for your support, 
From the Junior School Council. 
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Please keep bringing in those gifts 
for the Mother’s Day Stall – box is 
in the office. Thanks to the many 
families who have sent in 
donations already. The Mother’s 
Day Stall will be held next 
Wednesday, 9th May. All gifts will 
be $3. Children will go to the stall 
grade by grade on Wednesday. 
 

Thank you, 
Narelle Harvey  
PFA President 

5979 2710 
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Great fun with continued new 
activities at Out of School Hours 
Care. 
 
We had a great day yesterday for 
Curriculum Day – a new 
experience for all at Kidsworld 
Indoor Play Centre, Hastings. 
 
ACCOUNTS : Accounts are sent 
out fortnightly and regular 
payments are expected. 
 

Thank you, 
Deidre, Marlene  

and Jeannie 
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ANNUAL HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
The annual House Cross Country Run is 
happening next week. The students in 
Grades 3 - 6 have already started their 
training in preparation for next Monday, 7th 
May. The carnival will take place at school, 
starting around 11.10 am and finishing by 
12.50 pm. If you could help out on the day, 
supervising and encouraging runners 
around the track, please let me know. 
GRADE 1 & 2 SWIMMING PROGRAM 
Swimming plays such a prominent part in 
the lifestyles of so many that learning to 
swim, survive and rescue in water is really 
important. The program that Pelican Park 
Hastings runs, teaches those life skills of 
swimming technique, water safety and 
confidence, survival skills and endurance 
all whilst having fun! Our Grade 1 & 2 
students will start their swimming program 
on the 21st May. Notices sent home today. 
Please return the relevant forms as soon 
as possible to help with organising groups. 
DISTRICT TEAM SELECTIONS 
Over the past week, we have had a 
number of our talented Grade 5/6 students 
try out in various sports, to be selected to 
play in a District Team. 
Football - Dylan, Stephen, Grady, Rylan, 
Riley, Bradley, Justin  
Soccer - Laz, Aidan, Jack, Scott, Chris  
Netball - Simone  
Basketball - Rachel, Riley, Josh, Bradie, 
Ryan  
Congratulations to Dylan, Grady, Rylan 
and Bradley who played at Baxter Park 
yesterday. Laz, Aidan, Chris and Scott will 
play Soccer next Wednesday and Riley, 
Ryan and Rachel will play basketball next 
Thursday.  
Good luck to you all!! 
 

Have a great week everyone,    
Keep on keeping on, 
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BELEZA UNIFORMS 
Please note that the uniform shop will 
now operate at the school on Monday 

mornings from 8.45 – 9.30 am. 
Phone 9783 1088 to check on stock if 

necessary. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS  
will be taken on Monday, 

28th May this year. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM INFO. 
In response to recent enquiries, we wish to 
inform families that as per our uniform 
policy, skivvies may be worn under the 
winter tunic or the windcheater and should 
be dark maroon. Tights must be maroon or 
navy and accessories (socks, headbands, 
scarves, scrunchies etc) should be 
maroon, navy or white. Although not strictly 
specified, children are encouraged to wear 
navy blue or dark maroon coats. Navy blue 
school beanies are available from Beleza 
Uniforms for the cooler weather. 

 
 

 SOCCER SKILLS 
Soccer Skills Sessions for 
primary school kids who love 
soccer. Somerville Recreation 
& Community Centre, Edward 
St, Somerville. Fridays from  
4.15 -5.00 pm.  
For registration and  
enquiries phone  
5950 1560. 
 

 

 

Mother ’s Day Stall 
Wednesday, 9th May 

ALL GIFTS $3. 
Please send money in a named 
envelope on Wednesday if your 
child wishes to purchase a gift. 
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Did you know?  
Avoid using small amounts  
of hot water if cold water  
will do. Each time you turn  
on the hot water tap, a litre  
or more of cold water that  
had been heated but has  
cooled in the pipes runs down the sink 
before hot water is delivered. Doing this 
just 10 times a day will generate about 200 
kilograms of greenhouse gas each year if 
you have electric hot water. 
 

MOUNT ERIN COLLEGE 
Select Entry Accelerated 

Learning Program. 
This is a comprehensive acceleration 
and enhancement program for very 

capable students. They will undertake 
the first four years of their secondary 
schooling in three years, enabling a 

range of options for their senior years 
of study.  A diagnostic assessment of 
applicants will be conducted at the 

college. SEAL testing will take place 
on Friday, 25th May at Mt Erin College 

Conference Centre from  
10.30 am to 12.45 pm. 

 For further information and 
application forms please contact  

Pam Elliott on 5971 6020. 
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Once again the annual 
Walkathon has turned out to be 
a great event with all children 
involved. 
 
The ‘Music’  theme attracted a 
variety of musical instruments, 
bands, rockers, endless Pink and 
Veronica look-a-likes, the 
Wiggles and a few teachers 
reliving their youth!  
 
The weather was perfect and the 
children thoroughly enjoyed the 
cold treat provided by the PFA. 
 
Now it’s time for the children to 
collect and return sponsor 
money. The PFA has organised 
great incentives for all children. 
 
Prize for most money raised 
overall – 
 
1St Prize – Creative Zen 
2nd Prize – Portable DVD player 
3rd Prize -  $100 Bayside  

Voucher 
 
Prize for most money raised in 
each class – 
 

Junior - $50  
Middle - $50 
Senior - $50 

 
Prize for 1st child in each grade 
to return money raised – 

Big Block of Chocolate 
 
Prize for top money raiser in 
each grade who didn’ t get 1st, 
2nd or 3rd prize – 

$5 Canteen voucher 
 
As children return their forms 
they will receive a raffle ticket 
for a daily draw for a small treat 
from the office. 
 

All sponsorship forms 
and money must be 
returned to school  

by Wednesday,  
23rd  May. 

 
Well done everyone and thanks 
for another great effort. 
 

Charlene Duthie 
Assistant Principal 
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