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Welcome back

Welcome back everyone to what
will be an extremely busy term.
There will be two camps, a
Walkathon, Education Week,
ANZAC Day, inter-school sport,
Mothers Day, some incursions and
excursions, a pet parade, new
reports, parent-teacher interviews,
school photos...... the list goes
on! | hope you all had arestful
Easter break. We certainly had the
perfect weather to be out and
about and we're al rested up and
ready to jump into Term 2!

Hats and SunSmart

It's worth reminding parents, as |
reminded the children at assembly,
that the new regulations from
Cancer Victoriarequire our
SunSmart rulesto apply till the
end of April. Our school policy,
which isinformed by our
SunSmart school accreditation,
specifies that the school broad
brimmed hats should be worn
whenever the children are outside
right up until the 30™ April. There
was some confusion on Monday
because the old policy only
applied to Term 1 so | hope that
this has been cleared up. The UV
rating is still quite high and we
still need to be mindful of the
effects of the sun.

Inter-school Sport

Our Year 5 and 6 students begin
inter-school sport thisterm. This
week they travel to their various
competitions. In aweek where we
have just had the “rivalry round”
inthe AFL, it is appropriate that
we begin with games against
Balnarring. Tyabb and Balnarring
are both traditionally strong in
sport and, over the years, we have
had many fantastic sporting battles

played in the very best of spirit!
Good luck to everyone! Have fun!
Anzac Day

It's ANZAC Day next Wednesday
and it has been wonderful to see
the increasing interest of young
peoplein thisimportant national
commemoration. Tyabb has
always had terrific representation
at the ANZAC Day ceremony in
Hastings and, once again, | am
asking Tyabb children to come
along and join in the march and
ceremony. The school captains
will lay awreath on behalf of the
school community. The march
usually begins at about 10 am with
asmall ceremony at the cenotaph
on the foreshore. All Tyabb
children areinvited to participate
and show the diggers how much
we respect their sacrifice and how
proud we are to live in a country
like Australia. A blue notice with
more details has been sent home
today.

Walkathon

How exciting! It’ s the school’s
annual Walkathon coming up
again so start lining up those
sponsors and getting your
costumes ready! The theme this
year is“music” so I’'m surewe'll
see some wonderfully creative
outfits from children and teachers.
Thisisthe PFA’s major fundraiser
for this year so I'm sure they will
get the usual fantastic support
from the school community. The
money raised will go to the
construction of a permanent
shelter and shade facility near the
top car park so every child will
benefit!

Pupil Free Day

In a couple of week’stime we will
have a Pupil Free Day. The
teachers will be here at school
setting up and learning how to use

the new reporting systemin
readiness for half year reports.
Out of School Hours Care will be
operating on that day with an
exciting program so | urge you to
get in early for bookings.

New Reports for Parents

Following the training day in May,
there will be an information
session for all parents on the new
reports. The information provided,
the format and the assessment
system will be quite different to
what Tyabb parents are used to
and so we are keen to ensure that
parents are fully informed.
Notification will be sent home
soon about the information night.
The Proximity Principle

Tofinish, here' san interesting
little piece from parenting expert,
Michael Grose. As| have
mentioned before, Michael runs a
website called “ Parenting |deas’
and | subscribe to his e-newsletter.
If you want more information or
you wish to subscribe just go to
parentingideas.com.au

or call 1800 004 484.

Using the proximity principle to
be heard by Michael Grose

The proximity principleisa
deceptively powerful little concept.
| learned about it as| observed
good communications and
behaviour management practice of
children by adults (both teachers
and parents) over a period of time.
The ‘good operators’, | noted,
wer e conscious of the time, place
and space they worked in when
dealing with children, particularly
those kids who were upset or
angry.

Okay, what is the proximity
principle ?

The proximity principle is about
making the best use of time, place
and space to maximise our




communication with others. Let’s
look a little closer.

If you want your children to take
notice of you and really hear you
then you need to move into their
proximal space, which is different
to invading their personal space. A
child’'s proximal space isthat
space that isabout an arm's
length away. Move closer and you
are invading their personal space.
Thisis okay with some children
but for many thisjust ‘ sends them
off' asthey fed threatened.

You also need to consider the
timing of your communication. As
ageneral rule, avoid talking with
kids when either you or they are
angry as you can talk until you
turn blue and they won't listen.
You also need to be mindful of the
place where communication
occurs. For instance, kids are
mor e receptive to messages when
you are both seated asthisisthe
‘conversation’ position. Speaking
in private is also more effective
than speaking in public.

The proximity principleisa simple
idea but it has wide application.
Let’slook at some examples.

A mother at the beach was yelling
at her five year old to stop
throwing sand. At ten metres away
fromher child shereceived little
joy. She then moved into her son’'s
proximal space (about a metre
away), which meant she lowered
her voice and made eye contact.
The result was her son stopped
throwing sand and changed
activities.

Ateenager came home from
school and was greeted with a
“how was your day?’ from her
high energy dad. Her response
was a disinterested shrug. Dad
changed tack and waited until his
daughter was seated and sat near
her and began a conversation.
This time he made a connection.
The timing was better but he also
made use of space by moving
close, making eye contact and then
launching into a conversation. She
was far more receptive.
Aten-year-old throws a tantrumin
the supermarket as his mother

wouldn’t buy a certain item. His
mother avoids getting into conflict
here. Basically, shejust grins and
bearsit — but she doesn’t givein.
Later at home she sits down near
himwhen heisrelaxed and
revisits the situation. Heis more
open to listening to his mother as
she has made good use of the
proximity principle of time, place
and space.

The proximity principleis
blindingly obvious however, due to
many factors, we often neglect to
useit. I know when my
communication falls on deaf ears
it's usually because | have
neglected some aspect of the
proximity principle. Now, | am
letting you in on some of my real
secrets! Communicationis all
about the little things like timing,
space and place — the proximity
principle. Practiseit and put it to
good use and you' [l wonder why
you didn’'t use it before.

PS: It works wonders with
partners too!

Have a great week everyone,

Just to let families
know that

SCHOOL PHOTOS
will be taken on
Monday, 28" May

this year.

CURRICULUM DAY

Thursday, 3™ May
No children required at school.
Out of School Hours Care will be
operating all day from 7.15 amtill
6.30 pmwith a fabulous, fun day
planned for those attending. Bookings
are essential as the children will be
visiting Kidsworld Indoor Play Centre at
Hastings from 9.30 amtill 2 pm

ANZAC BADGES

FOR SALE
We have badges for salefor
$1, $2, $5 and $20.
Monitorswill call at the classrooms
each day before ANZAC day for
children to purchase.
Parents are welcome to buy one at
the office anytime before
next Wednesday.

Principal
FORWARD DATES
APRIL
Monday 231 PFA meeting 7.30 pm - staffroom
Wednes. 25t ANZAC Day Holiday
Monday 300 School Council meeting 7.30 pm
MAY
Tuesday 1 PFA Walkathon
Thursday 3¢ CURRICULUM DAY
Wednes 9 PFA Mothers Day Stall
Wed 23d —25h Gr 3 Camp - Somers
Monday 28h School photos
Tues 290 Grade 5 Camp — Beechworth
- June 1t
INSTRUMENTAL

MUSIC PROGRAM
For thase children participating in the
Instrumental Music Program a deposit
of $70 for the lessons, and $40 for one
term of instrument
hire, is now due.
Please send your
payment to the
office.

Thank you.

ROYAL CHILDRENS'
HOSPITAL
GOOD FRIDAY
APPEAL

Many, many thanks to those
families who donated to the
Good Friday Appeal through
our school.
Our total school donation was
$442.
A fantastic effort.

Thh canl, viAvs vsAavis sma s Al

BELEZA UNIFORMS
Please note that the uniform shop
will now operate at the school on

Monday mornings from
8.45-9.30 am.
Phone 9783 1088 to check on
stock if necessary.




First up 1 would like to thank all
those parents who offered their
services for the Footsteps
Disco. The PFA was very
pleased with the number of
offers of help but we only
needed 5 parents per hour so
took the first ones on the list.
To the other parents thank you
very much for your offer.

You would have all received the
Walkathon notices for the
children to start collecting their
sponsors. A notice will be
going out for help on the day so
keep an eye out for that.

Also please keep bringing in
your gifts for the Mother’s Day
Stall — box is in the office. The
Mother’'s Day Stall will be held
on Wednesday, 9" May.
(More details will follow soon)

The next meeting of the
Parents and Friends
Association will be held on
Monday, 23" April at 7.30 pm
in the staffroom. Everyone is
welcome.

Thank you
Narelle Harvey,
PFA President
5979 2710

TERM 2 PLAYSPORTS
- MIGHTY-SPORTS

Boys and Girls in Grades Prep. to 4 get
ready for maximum fun because
PlaySports returns to Tyabb Primary this
termfor eight weeks of Ball skills
Basketball & Hockey commencing
Tuesday, 24th April from 3:30 to 4:40 pm.
Each session includes warm up games,
skill activities and modified matches, that
are fun, engaging and age appropriate.
The cost is $66.00. Enrolment forms are
available at the schoal office or phone
PlaySports now on 9532 5584.
Www.playsports.com.aul.

Welcome back to Term Two.

Before School Care is well attended
with fabulous breakfasts available to
start the day at special Café OSHC!

We have a special Mothers Day
activity planned for Thursday. We look
forward to a busy termwith more
indoor activities.

HATS are required for outside play
until Monday, 30 April.

Mobile Phones: unwanted or recycled
mobile phones would be appreciated
for dramatic play. Additions to the
Dress Up Box are always well
received.

Accounts: are sent out fortnightly &
should be paid regularly. Regular
payments are required.

Curriculum Day —

Thursday 3 May, 2007.
Bookings are essential as we have a
fabulous day planned at the Kidsworld
Indoor Play Centre at Hastings.
Booking forms were sent home on
Wednesday this week (green).

Deidre, Marlene
and Jeannie

ZONE SMMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS
What a terrific effort our swimmers put
in at the Pines Poal during the Zone
Swnimming Championships on
Thursday, 22 March. After coming
back from camp at Forest Lodge, the
10yr boys freestyle relay team with
Lochlan, Sam, Jake and Darcy came
4, The 10yr girls freestyle relay team,
Hliza, Lillian, Taylah and Nicola also
came 4, The 11yr girls freestyle relay
team with Natalie, Emma, Jaimee and
Maddison came 34 and the 12yr boys
medley relay came 5,
Congratulations also to Natalie for
coming 4™ in the 11yr girls individual
butterfly event. Great effort everybody!

HTNESS CLUB

What a fantastic turn up on Tuesday,
of children and parents to the first day
of Fitness Club for 2007. It was the
perfect temperature to get out —
running or walking, getting that blood
pumping to start the day. It was great
to see! Ftness Club starts at 8.15 am
every Tuesday and Thursday on the
oval, and everybody can joinin, even
if you are only there to help mark off
laps. It's also a great way to meet new
parents and get fit at the same time. It
is however, important to be wearing
the correct footwear during these
sessions. The trend of ‘Skate shoes’
are really cool to wear but totally
inappropriate for these activities.
Please make sure your children have
runners to wear, to avoid injury and
bring bottles of water to hydrate their
bodies.

ANNUAL HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
RUN

Fitness Club is also a great way to get
fit for our Annual House Cross Country
Run, being held here at school on
Monday, 7th May. All childrenin
grades 3 - 6 are training hard during
their Phys. Ed. classes to improve
their fitness levels to complete the
2km and 3km running course and help
achieve points for their house. The
District Cross Country Run will be held
at the Pt. Leo Beach on 25" May.
Good luck everyone.

Keep on keeping on,

SCHOOL UNIFORM UPDATE

In response to recent enquiries, we wish to
inform families that as per our uniform
policy, skiwies may be worn under the
winter tunic or the windcheater and should
be dark maroon. Tights must be maroon or
navy and accessories (socks, headbands,
scarves, scrunchies etc) should be
maroon, navy or white. Although not
strictly specified, children are encouraged
to wear navy blue or dark maroon coats.
Navy blue schoal beanies are available
from Beleza Uniforms for the cooler
weather




Everyone may have been a
little tired towards the end of
Term one but our Easter hat
parade was a huge success.
Parents and children amazed
us all with their creative flair
and decorative talents. The
parade raised $245 towards our
commitment to our World
Vision sponsor child.

Well done everyone!

Sorry but there is no rest for
those talents as it's time to get
creative again! Walkathon
notices went home earlier this
week and weather permitting
we will all be out walking on
Tuesday, May 1%. This year the
theme is ‘Music’ and it will be
great to see the different
interpretations of this theme. As
usual we expect this morning to
be another great event for the
children to enjoy and a fun way
to assist our hard working
Parents and Friends
Association. The Walkathon is
a major fundraising event for
the school and the PFA is to be
congratulated for their
organisation.

To help get you all inspired I've
included a few photos from
previous Walkathons. Have fun
everyone.

Charlene Duthie
Assistant Principal



