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Water Safety Program 
This week, we are in the middle of the Year 
5 and 6 Water Safety Program. Each day 
we travel down to Mothers Beach in 
Mornington where the children participate in 
a range of water activities such as rescues, 
endurance swims, surf skis and snorkelling. 
Not only building skills, this program 
develops confidence tempered with a 
healthy respect for the vagaries of the 
ocean. This became very evident on 
Tuesday when we had to cancel the 
afternoon activity rotation as a strong north 
easterly blew up making it too dangerous for 
some of the more challenging activities. The 
importance of this program and others like it 
was really brought home to me last week 
when I heard Laurie Lawrence speak at a 
Principals Conference. Laurie spoke 
passionately about his involvement in the 
“Kids Alive” program. His presentation was 
made even more evocative through a story 
of his personal experience with childhood 
drowning. Here on the Peninsula, we are 
almost surrounded by water, making it even 
more crucial that our children learn to use it 
properly and safely. Our Water Safety 
Program helps to ensure that. 
School Council 
We recently had the first meeting of our new 
School Council. I’m so pleased to welcome 
five new members to the Council. These are 
: Donna Flanigan, Cameron McDonald, 
Debbie Taylor, Mark Barnes and in the 
vacant staff position, Debbie Hamilton. Your 
School Council this year is: 
President : Tony Gay (Parent) 
Vice President : David McKinney (Parent) 

Treasurer : Charlene Duthie (Staff) 
Secretary : Sue Shergold (Staff) 
Parent members : Mark Barnes, Sue  
Darby, Carol Faska, Donna Flanigan, 
Clare Holland, Cameron McDonald,  
Sharon McKinna, David McKinney,  
Debbie Taylor 
Staff members: Greg Lacey and  
Debbie Hamilton 
 
We look forward to an exciting and very 
productive year. 
Information Nights 
I hope that parents will support the 
information nights that are being run next 
week. Your attendance will provide you with 

with valuable information about your child’s 
schooling. Strong attendance at these 
nights will indicate parent support for the 
initiative and will ensure its continuance. 
Riding to School 
At last week’s School Council meeting, we 
discussed again, the school policy on the 
required age for children to ride their 
bicycles to school. The discussion was 
prompted by a letter to Council regarding 
the policy. After lengthy consideration, the 
Council unanimously supported the current 
policy. That is, children must be at least 
Year 4 before they will be allowed to ride 
a bicycle to school. The Council, in all 
conscience, cannot endorse younger 
children riding to school whether in the 
company of adults/older children or not. The 
evidence from all relevant authorities is that 
children do not have sufficient common 
sense, road sense, concentration levels, 
distance judgement or physical skill to ride 
safely on our roads or pathways until at 
least Year 4. Even though a responsible 
adult may be riding alongside, the adult 
does not have control of the child or their 
bicycle and it takes only seconds to veer off 
into the path of a car. The safety of our 
children is our prime concern and the 
School Council stands strongly behind the 
policy. It is my role as Principal to ensure 
that the policy is enforced.  
Parking Awareness 
We have had notification that the 
Mornington Shire Council will be conducting 
a “Parking Awareness Program”. During this 
time they will be around schools highlighting 
to parents, the need to drive and park safely 
and within the rules around schools. Of 
particular concern are practices like 
overstaying in “drop off” bays, parking on 
nature strips, parking in “No Stopping” 
areas, double parking, stopping in disabled 
parking areas and stopping in bus zones. 
Rangers will be attending schools over the 
next few weeks issuing caution notices to 
drivers who commit offences. This is an 
awareness raising program but, once the 
program is over, drivers can expect 
infringement notices. 

Student Leaders 
Last week at assembly, we announced the 
names of many more of our student leaders. 
Badges with the student’s names and titles 

and titles have been ordered and will be 
presented at assembly on Monday, 26th 
March. Congratulations to the following 
students for their appointments. Once 
again, it is an amazing group of individuals, 
with a further group of wonderful students 
who were unlucky not to also be on this list.  

 
School Captains   
Jaimee, Josh  
 
Junior School Council Chairpersons 
Maxine, Ben  
 
House Captains 
Baxter          
Captains: Jennifer, Grady  
Vice Captains: Laura, Jackson  
Benton 
Captains: Madeleine, Rylan  
Vice Captains: Georgia, Justin  
Coolart 
Captains:  
Maddison, Dylan  
Vice Captains: Shae, Luke  
Jones 
Captains:  Laura, Jaryd  
Vice Captains:Casey, Ben  

 
Have a great week everyone, 

� ��� �� � ��	 �
Principal 

 

FORWARD DATES 
MARCH  
Monday 12th Labour Day Holiday 
Wednes 14th  Preps commence full time 
Tuesday 20th Environment Excursion - Briars 

1/2HM, 2D, 2/3S, 3GS &3/4M 
Wed 21st –23rd Gr 4 Camp –Forest Lodge Farm 
Thursday 29th Footsteps Disco Night 
Friday 30th  Last day of Term 1 
APRIL  
Monday 16th First day of Term 2 
Wednes. 25th ANZAC Day Holiday 
MAY  
Tuesday 1st  PFA Walkathon 
Wednes 9th PFA Mothers Day Stall 
Wed 16th  
         – Fri 18th  

Gr 3 Camp - Somers 

WESTERN PORT 
SECONDARY COLLEGE, 
High Street, HASTINGS 

OPEN NIGHT 2007 
Wednesday, 14th March 
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Information Tours beginning 5.30, 6.00 and 
6.30 pm in the Arts Centre. BBQ food and 
refreshments available to purchase on the 

night. Contact Tanya Blanch  
5979 1577 for more information. 

 
BAYSIDE CHRISTIAN 

COLLEGE 
YEAR 7 ENROLMENT 

INTERVIEWS 
Bayside Christian College is currently 
holding interviews for Grade 6 students 
wishing to enrol in Year 7, 2008. For a 
prospectus, or enrolment interview 
details, please contact the Registrar on 
5971 2978. 
Email: j.rebbeck.bcc@bcc.vic.edu.au 
 

TYABB JUNIOR FOOTBALL 
CLUB 

A friendly sporting club 
Training starts on 14th March.  

Due to the drought the season does not 
begin until 13th May. 

PLAYERS WANTED 
ALL AGE GROUPS  

(U/10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16). 
Contact Gavin Buchan  

0403 008 226 
All welcome 

 
MORNINGTON PENINSULA HOCKEY 

INC 
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Introductory Hockey Program. 

A fun and enjoyable way to try a new 
sport. Each participant receives their 
own hockey stick, ball, shin hoards, 

coaching and a show bag. 
Saturday mornings – March 17th, 24th 
and 31st at Monash University (off 
Bloom Street), Frankston (Mel. 102 F4) 
Time: 8.30 am to 10.30 am 
Cost: $50 (payable on registration day 1) 
For bookings please email  
morn_pen_hockey@optusnet.com.au 
or ring Cheryle on 9766 7478 by 10th 
March. Numbers are limited.  
See noticeboard for  
flyer. 
www.hockey.org.au 
 

TYABB PRE SCHOOL 
In 18 years, Leah Butler has seen more 
than 900 children bend, shape and 
occasionally taste almost a tonne of 
playdough. 
Leah joined the team at Tyabb Pre School 
when the kinder itself was in its infancy, but 

but is now retiring to pursue life and spend 
more time with her grandchildren. 
Past and present families of the Tyabb Pre 
School community are invited to farewell 
Leah at the kinder from 4.15 pm on 
Thursday, 22nd March. No RSVP is required 
but please bring a plate of food to share. 
The event will be a double celebration, as 
Leah’s colleague, Melanie Stephenson, is 
also leaving the kinder at the end of Term 1 
to prepare for the birth of her first baby. 

A fun and mysterious night out is planned 
for Friday, 23rd March. 
For details phone Kylie on 5977 3444 or 
Marianne on 0423 020 980. RSVP 16th 
March. 
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All the boys that I danced with had 
rough sweaty hands. 
 
At first I didn’t want to do it, and then 
I did. I enjoyed it. I got to dance with 
a teacher. It was Mrs Lawry.  

 
Before I tried Footsteps I felt excited 
because I know I looooooooove 
dancing. 
 
We got to do really cool moves. We 
swapped boys. At the end I washed 
my hands. 
 
I was really happy. We did all these 
weird things. Even the teachers 
were doing it. They were funny. 

 
When we did the Madagascar it 
took forever to finish because Sarah 
made us repeat the routine over and 
over again. To tell you the truth I did 
not like it much at all. 
 
I didn’t want to dance with a girl but I 
was really pumped for it. I was really 
slow at holding hands. When we 
started dancing it started to get fun. 
I danced with different girls. We 
finished. I loved it. 
 
During the process of Footsteps I 
felt really embarrassed about 
dancing around girls because I 
thought that they might laugh at me. 
At the end I felt proud of myself for 
actually doing the dance  
 
When Sarah first said we had to 
dance with a girl I wanted to run out 
the door but when it was finished it 
was good. 
 
We were doing the Hip Hop. I felt 
like doing the nine lessons straight 
away. 
 
If it wasn’t for ballroom dancing I 
wouldn’t be alive because my mum 
and dad met through dancing. 
 
When we were finished Sarah did it 
very fast. When I’m older I want to 
dance like Sarah 
 
It was very confusing on ‘hop split 
x4’. I kept on doing the wrong foot. 
At one stage I fell over! 
 
I liked the penguin dance: “Just 
smile and wave boys, just smile and 
wave”. 
 
Before I started I was really nervous 
but when it finished I  
wanted to do it  
again and again  
and again. 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STUDENT BANKING 
HELP WANTED!! 

If anyone is able to help the school 
by processing the student banking 

each week your help would be 
greatly appreciated. 

This job takes about an hour per 
week and benefits the school with 

commission on the number of entries. 
Our current banking person is unable 
to continue with the  
job but is very  
happy to train someone  
to take over. Please  
contact Chris or Dianne  
at the school office. 
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Mothers Day Donations 
We are seeking donations of the following 
items : Bags of wrapped lollies (eg. Minties, 
Fantails), plain mugs, MDF wood (any 
sizes), soaps, organza bags, jotter pads, old 
candles to melt down and any other gift 
ideas would be greatly appreciated. 

Regards,  
Mother’s Day Team 
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Our morning program continues to be well 
attended. We have lots of fun. 
 

Children have been enjoying breakfast with 
a wide choice of toast, muffins, croissants, 
& raisin toast. Also available is water, juice, 
milk, & fresh fruit. 
 

New games: very successful - chosen by 
the children. We have gizmos – gears and a 
penguin game.  
Craft: Oodles of things to make, oodles of 
fun! 
 

Last Tuesday some of our older children 
served afternoon tea café style! It was a 
great afternoon. 
 

Reminder:  
HATS for outside play – most children leave 
a hat in our Hat Box so it’s available 
whenever they come to OSHC. 
 

Our Committee Meeting was well attended. 
We welcome new members and look 
forward to your support. 
 

Accounts: (next week). We require a zero 
balance at the end of the term. 
 

Thank you, 
Deidre, Marlene & Jeannie 

 

MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
SCHOOLS’ ENVIRONMENT WEEK 

The Horticulture component of the 
Environment week program (ie the marquee 
with fruit, vegie and flower seedlings, 
cuttings and seeds for potting) needs a few 
more volunteers for the sessions 9.45 to 
11.45 am and 12.45 to 2.45 pm with a little 
bit of set up and pack up required. If anyone 
could help (parents, grandparents or 
friends), even for one session, it would be 
very much appreciated. A BBQ lunch is 
provided! Please contact Pam Munro-Smith 
at Kunyung Primary School on 9787 6102 
or email  

munro-mith.pamela.p@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 

 
 
 

WE NEED YOU 
If you can spare 30 minutes, 3 – 5 times per 
week, then you can help a child to become 
a successful reader by volunteering to be a 
Literacy Assistant as part of our Bridges 
Program. Bridges is a Literacy Program 
designed for students who require additional 
support in the early years of primary 
schooling. As a volunteer you will be trained 
and given all the information you need to 
participate in the program. You will work 
individually with a  child and can arrange the 
times that best suit you. Helping a child to 
become a successful reader is a very 
rewarding experience and you can play a 
significant role in this as a Literacy 
Assistant. If you are interested in 
participating in the Bridges Program please 
contact the school or see Gail Brumley 
(Grade 1 teacher). 
 

We look forward to hearing from you. 
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DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
All our hard, early morning training paid off 
for our Tyabb Team of swimmers at the 
Hastings District Swimming Carnival last 
month. Of our initial team of 31, we have 16 
students going on to swim at the Pines Pool 
on 22nd March. Our swimming team 
captains, Georgia Stone and Justin Rowley 
headed the cheer squad of enthusiastic 
parents and spectators, encouraging our 
individual swimmers to achieve some 
results of which we are all very proud.  

FREESTYLE – Eliza, Emma, Georgia and 
Joseph all came 2nd while Lochlan and 
Ryan both came 3rd. 
BACKSTROKE - Luke 4th, Justin 3rd, 
Lochlan and Georgia 2nd, Taylah 1st and 
Natalie 1st and going on to Zone level. 
BREASTSTROKE - Eliza 4th, Emma, Darcy, 
Luke, and Aaron all came 2nd  and Shae won 
her heat.  
BUTTERFLY - Marcus 4th, Darcy, Chloe , 
and Shae all came 3rd and Justin 1st. 
Congratulations to you all!    
As the day progressed, our relay teams hit 
the water and blitzed the pool. One after 
another, our 8 teams kept winning and now 
4 teams will go on to Zone. What a fantastic 
team effort!!  
10 year girls - Eliza, Lillian, Taylah, Nicola 
and Melissa (emergency)  
10 year boys - Lochlan, Sam, Jake, Darcy 
and Griff (emergency). 
11 year girls - Natalie, Emma, Maddison, 
Jaimee. 

11 year boys - Ryan, Marcus , Riley, Luke  
12 year girls - Georgia, Shae, Rachel, Erin  

12 year boys - Joseph, Justin, Rylan, Riley 
and Wade (emergency). 
Girls Open Medley - Georgia, Shae, 
Natalie, Emma. 
Boys Open Medley -Joseph, Justin, Aaron, 
Dylan.  
The 12 year boys team had a very exciting 
finish to their race, coming equal 1st with 
Balnarring P.S. A swim off was organised 
the following week and although it was 
again a very close finish, Balnarring pipped 
them on the line. Great effort boys! 
Our school was victorious by the end of the 
day beating Balnarring P.S. by only 7 points 
- a very close competition but a deserved 
win by all our members.  

Congratulations everyone! 
BASKETBALL TEAMS 
The Westernport Schools’ Basketball 
Competition started last week. We have 9 
teams registered at this stage and we can 
extend that if we get more children wanting 
to play. A big ‘Thank You’ to the parents 
who have offered to help out with coaching, 
managing or scoring. Remember, the kids 
are there to learn how to play and ultimately 
have fun!! There is no basketball this 
weekend and the Prep OZ Ball that was 
starting Saturday 10th is now starting on 
the 17th March because of the Labour 
Day weekend. 
 PHYS-ED CLASSES. 
A terrific effort has been made by the 
children to remember runners, drink bottles 
and hats on the days of their PE classes. 
Thanks everyone. Keep it up! 
Monday - Grades 5/6S, 6H, 5GW & 5J 
Tuesday - Grades 3/4M, 4L, Preps P & S,  
                                             2/3S & 3GS 
Thursday - Gr 1/2HM, 1D, 1B, Prep G & 2D 
Friday- Sport for grades 3, 4, 5& 6. 

 

Keep on keeping on, 
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As I am writing this we have 
completed three days of our week 
long Water Safety Program for 
Years 5 and 6. Unfortunately as the 
week has progressed, the wind has 
continued to increase, causing a few 
interruptions to our planned 
sessions. At one stage we really did 
have the surf skis in surf conditions 
and the endurance swim was living 
up to its name! Grade 5J and 5GW 
were lucky to have beautiful 
conditions on Monday and the 
smiles in the photos show how 
much they were enjoying the day 
and the activities. We’ re all hoping 
the wind settles and the perfect 
conditions return in time for the 
Surf Carnival on Friday. Many 
thanks to all of the parents for their 
help throughout the week. We hope 
Tuesday’s parents enjoyed their 
free ‘exfoliation’ , courtesy of the 
sand and the wind! 
 

Thanks everyone, 
Charlene Duthie 
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The children, and teachers who attend, 
continue to really enjoy this program every 
Thursday morning. I was lucky enough to 
sneak in and join in with the fun one 
Thursday and got to dance with Roydon, 
who has some very cool moves. The 
positive feedback we have received from 
parents via the office has been heartening. 
If you haven’t yet paid for Footsteps please 
send the money as soon as possible. 

 

The Disco preparations are well under way 
for the last Thursday evening of term 
(March 29th). The arrangements are a little 
different from the usual Disco in that there 
will be three sessions. The Disco times will 
be as follows : 
5 pm until 6pm - Grades Prep R, G and  

Prep S, 1D, 1B and 1/2 HM. 
6.10 pm until 7.10 pm –Grades 2D, 2/3S, 

 3/4M and 4L 
7.20 pm until 8.20 pm - Grades 5GW, 5J, 

 5/6S and 6H 
 
These times and groups are because that is 
how the children have been attending the 
weekly sessions and numbers work out 
quite well. 
 
Parents are welcome to attend the first two 
sessions for the juniors and for the last ten 
minutes of the senior Disco so that the 
children can showcase their moves. The 
senior children tend to be a little more 
inhibited if their parents stay for the whole 
session but please come along and have a 
look at what the children have learnt. 
(Please check with your child as to their 
feelings on how long they would like you to 
stay). 
The PFA will be looking for helpers for ‘toilet 
duty’ and selling of drinks and lollies etc. 
Drinks and lollies will be available for 
purchase in the foyer after the Disco. 
 
All children will be moved to the foyer at the 
conclusion of their session and will need to 
be collected from there to allow a smooth 
transition ready for the next session to 
begin. Children will enter via the outside 
door of the hall and be dismissed through 
the foyer past the Art room.  
 
The children have worked really hard and I 
am so glad that I have been able to 
organise this whole school activity that has 
been such a success. 

We have been lucky to have had this Disco 
given to us as a free introductory session to 
the school as normally it would incur an 
extra charge. Please let the office or your 
class teacher know how you have felt about 
this program as we have, as a staff, felt it to 
be a terrific motivating activity, reinforcing all 
of our “You Can Do It” ideals. I would like to 
book this program again for next year and 
would appreciate feedback before doing so. 

Remember the Disco on Thursday, March 
29th, you still have a few weeks to get your 
best dancing shoes polished! 

 

Sharon Wright. 
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE –  
HASTINGS SCHOOL HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

Monday 2nd to Fr iday, 13th Apr il, 2007 (not including public holidays) 
At Bittern Memorial Centre from 7.30 am to 6.30 pm. 

ENROLMENT DETAILS – Tuesday, 27th March from 2.30 pm to 7.30 pm at Hastings 
Shire Office, Marine Pde, Hastings. Enrolment forms available from our school office. For 

more details see school noticeboard or phone Joan Wust (Outside School Hours  
Co-ordinator) at Mornington Peninsula Shire on 5950 1641 

JUNIOR INDOOR SPORTS 
81 Hartnett Dve, Seaford 

New season starting. Beginners welcome. 
Soccer – U/10s to U/17s 
Cricket – U/11s to U/17s 

Celebrate your birthday party at the centre. 
Senior competitions also available 

Phone 9786 0466 email: 
frankstonindoorsports@bigpond.com 
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