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Well I hope everyone is coping in the heat 
at the moment. It’s been very prolonged 
but the children seem to be OK with it. 
It’s certainly that time of year when we 
are pleased with the foresight of the 
School Council and the fundraising of the 
PFA for putting air conditioning into the 
classrooms back in 2002 when the new 
buildings were built. It’s a reminder of 
just how important our School Council 
and PFA are, to be able to provide the 
“extras”  that our children need. There is 
play equipment, music rooms, the school 
hall, gardens, the environment centre and 
so on that are not provided as part of the 
government’s facilities “schedule”  but 
that are so important to the provision of a 
quality education for our children. It’s 
worth thanking all of the families that pay 
the voluntary contribution to the school 
building fund too. As I’ve said many 
times, you can’ t offer the level of quality 
of education that we provide at Tyabb 
Primary School “on the cheap” . All of the 
things that I’ve already mentioned plus 
much more, have come as a result of 
fundraising and the School Council 
building fund voluntary contributions. 

Investing in Our Schools 
Of course, we are also very pleased about 
the $101,000 that will come from the 
Federal Government for grounds 
development and improvements. We have 
met with the consultant who helped us 
plan the project and he is preparing tender 
documents as we speak. We are hopeful 
of beginning part of the project by early 
Term 2! We are very excited! 
Student Leadership 
There were four very proud and excited 
parents at our assembly on Monday as we 
announced the School Captains for 2007. 
Our new School Captains are Jaimee 
Peney and Josh Boer. Jaimee and Josh 
each made a terrific impromptu speech, 
confirming their selection. They will be 
wonderful ambassadors for our schools 
and great role models to the rest of the 
students. The rest of the Student 
Leadership positions will be completed 
this week for announcement next week. 

Footsteps 
There has certainly been a buzz around 
the school lately with strange moves like 
the “sprinkler”  being performed 
everywhere. It’s all as a result of the 
Footsteps dance lessons in which all of 
the children have been involved. I’ve 
popped in to see a number of the lessons 
and the smiles and fun are obvious. It’s 
fantastic to see how enthusiastic the 
children are and I know they love the fact 
that their teachers join in too. It’s fun and 
confidence building and a great social 
skill to learn! 
District Swimming 
Good luck to our school swim team who 
have been training hard in the early 
mornings at Somerville pool in readiness 
for the District Swimming competition 
tomorrow, Friday! Swim hard, have fun, 
support your team mates. I know you will 
make us proud! 
Traffic Issues  
I hope you all read the notice last week 
about the local traffic situation and have  
taken heed of the warnings and advice. 
The safety of our children is paramount 
and it is only with your courtesy, care and 
consideration that we can ensure this. An 
extra reminder that has come to our 
attention this week is in regard to the 
middle school driveway in Mornington 
Rd. This is definitely NO ENTRY and 
should never be used as such. Other 
drivers are simply not expecting you to 
slow down in that location or turn or cut 
across them and it is most often the 
unexpected that causes the problems. 
Boys’ Grades 
We are so pleased with the way our newly 
structured boys’  grades have begun the 
year. It’s a very exciting initiative and we 
have already had interest from other local 
schools in our cluster wanting to know 
how it’s all going. A full grade of boys 
presents its own particular challenges for 
the teacher but no more than would a full 
grade of girls. There is also a recognition 
that not all boys are the same and so the 
individual approach that is so important to 
us here will continue to be a focus. The 
breadth of personalities, skills and 
abilities within a grade full of boys would 
be no less than that in a mixed grade. 

grade. Most importantly to us, in ensuring 
the success of this initiative, is the 
enthusiasm and quality of the teachers 
involved. This was a teacher lead 
proposal from dedicated professionals 
who saw a need and went about 
structuring a proposal to address the need. 
Their professionalism and care for the 
children is evident in all that they are 
doing and it must give the parents of these 
boys a great deal of confidence! 
Williamson Leadership Program 
This year, I have been fortunate to have 
been selected in the Williamson 
Community Leadership Program run by 
Leadership Victoria. I spent my first 
weekend with the 33 other participants in 
the 2007 program, 50% of whom come 
from the business sector, 25% from the 
public sector and 25% from the 
community sector. We will spend the rest 
of this year meeting, discussing and 
listening to some 120 speakers on issues 
like business/ community partnerships, 
restructuring government, the place of 
education, social justice, law and order, 
community involvement and the health 
system. It’s an incredibly diverse group 
with leaders from organisations as varied 
as ANZ Bank, Medicare, the Reach 
Foundation, Kids Under Cover, Dept of 
Fisheries, Open Family, TabCorp and the 
Department of Justice. It’s a very exciting 
program in which to be involved and I am 
looking forward to a stimulating, 
challenging but very busy year.  

 

Have a great week everyone. 

� ��� �� � ��	 �
Principal 

 

FORWARD DATES 
FEBRUARY  
Thursday 22nd Out of School Hours Care 

Committee meeting 7.30 pm 
Friday 23rd District Swimming Carnival 
Monday 26th School Council meeting 7.30 pm 
MARCH  
5th to  9th Gr 5 & 6 Water Safety Program 
Monday 12th Public Holiday 
Wednes 14th  Preps commence full time 
Friday 30th  Last day of Term 1 
APRIL  
Monday 16th First day of Term 2 
MAY  
Tuesday 1st  PFA Walkathon 
Wednes 9th Mothers Day Stall 
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WE NEED YOU 
If you can spare 30 minutes, 3 – 5 
times per week, then you can help a 
child to become a successful reader 
by volunteering to be a Literacy 
Assistant as part of our Bridges 
Program. Bridges is a Literacy 
Program designed for students who 
require additional support in the early 
years of primary schooling. As a 
volunteer you will be trained and given 
all the information you need to 
participate in the program. You will 
work individually with a  child and can 
arrange the times that best suit you. 
Helping a child to become a 
successful reader is a very rewarding 
experience and you can play a 
significant role in this as a Literacy 
Assistant. If you are interested in 
participating in the Bridges Program 
please contact the school or see Gail 
Brumley (Grade 1 teacher). 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
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GOOD NEWS - violin lessons will 
be available. There are vacancies 
for violin lessons and also in 
woodwind as we have 4 flutes 
available for hire. Please contact the 
office for an enrolment form if your 
child would like to join the Instrumental 
Music Program. 

Merran Wyatt 
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We had our first P.F.A. meeting for 2007 
last week. It was fantastic to see a few 
new faces.  All positions were re-elected 
as per last year with Carol Faska as 
Secretary, Sharon McKinna as Treasurer 
and myself as President.  So far we have 
booked the dates for our regular 
fundraisers and are in the enquiry process 
for some new fundraisers and a social 
night.  Please, if anyone has any 
suggestions or queries, do not hesitate to 
call me 0425 711 117. 
 

Narelle Harvey 
PFA President 
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COMMITTEE MEETING 

TONIGHT 
Thursday, 22nd February, 2007  

at 7.30 pm 
In the staffroom. 

We need new members to support 
our great program. 

 

It’s good to be able to welcome so many 
new children to our program. Please be 
aware of our cancellation policy as set out 
in the Parent Handbook. 
Thank you to all those complying with our 
booking procedure. It is great support for 
the staff and makes for the smooth 
running of the program. 
 
This week we had fun making pancakes 
on Shrove Tuesday.  
Chinese New Year – Year of the Pig. 
Special treat if you were born in the year 
of the Pig! 
 
Our Prep children are settling in well. 
Thanks to the older children who have 
made them welcome. 
Dress Ups – even on hot days! Donations 
are very welcome. 
Construction boxes of all shapes and 
sizes would be appreciated. 
 

ACCOUNTS : are sent out fortnightly 
(early next week). Prompt payment is 
expected. 
 

Thank you, 
Deidre, Marlene and Jeannie 
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EDUCATION 
MAINTENANCE 

ALLOWANCE 
If you hold a Pensioner Concession or 
Health Care / Benefit Card current on the 
first day of term (30th January, 2007) you 
will be eligible for the above allowance 
for your child/ren. The E.M.A. is provided 
to assist eligible families with the costs 
associated with the education of their 
children and is paid in two instalments 
for the year.  Please call at the office by 
Wednesday, 28th February with your 
concession card, to complete an 
application form if you are eligible and 
have not already done so. It is up to the 
individual claimant to complete the 
required paperwork as we are not aware 
of whether families are eligible or not  - 
family circumstances can also change 
from time to time. Application forms 
must be submitted to the school by 
Wednesday, 28th February, 2007.   

NO LATE CLAIMS CAN BE 
ACCEPTED BY THE SCHOOL. 
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Welcome back everyone. I trust you all 
are well rested and feeling fit and looking 
forward to an action packed 2007. There 
are already lots of events planned for 
Term 1 so I hope everyone’s batteries are 
well charged. 
DISTRICT SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
Our dedicated and talented swimming 
team have been training early mornings at 
the Somerville Health and Aquatic Centre 
over the past 2 weeks in readiness to 
compete in the District Swimming 
Carnival on Friday (tomorrow) at the Crib 
Point Pool. We have 30 children in our 
squad, captained by Georgia Stone and 
Justin Rowley. Best wishes to the 
following children who will undoubtedly 
do us proud on the day. 

RITCHIES COMMUNITY 
BENEFIT CARDS  

 have been sent home to all families (except 
Preps). The cards have already been 
registered to Tyabb Primary School so there 
is no need to return the forms to Ritchies. 
Simply present the card every time you shop 
at Ritchies and the school will receive a 
donation each month. The card can be used 
at ANY Ritchies Supermarket or liquor store. 
Please support the school by using the 
Community Benefit Card. 
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Grade 4 - Eliza, Chloe, Lochlan, Sam, 
Jake Paarlberg, Griffin (emergency). 
Grade 5 - Natalie, Emma, Lillian, Taylah, 
Nicola, Melissa (emergency), Ryan, 
Marcus , Riley, Darcy. 
Grade 6 - Georgia, Shae, Rachel, Erin, 
Maddison, Jaimee, Justin, Joseph, Rylan, 
Riley, Aaron, Luke and Dylan and Wade 
emergency.  
Let’s hope all the effort pays off. 
BASKETBALL TEAMS 
The Westernport Schools’  Basketball 
Competition starts on Saturday, 3rd 
March. A notice was sent home this week 
to all students asking for an expression of 
interest. Teams will be organised as soon 
as final numbers are in. It is important that 
parents realize that these teams need 
helpers – coaches, scorers and team 
managers. Without them, the teams can’ t 
operate! Please help out if you can.  

For our interested Prep children, the 
Basketball Association is running an Oz 
Ball Program on Saturday mornings. 
Registration can be done at the stadium or 
alternatively return the slip on the notice 
to me. 
PHYS. ED. CLASSES 
Please make sure your children have their 
hats, runners and water  bottles with them 
at school on the days they have their Phys. 
Ed. classes. With the warmer weather, it 
is really important that they are able to 
hydrate themselves during classes. 

Monday - Gr 5/6S, 6H, 5GW & 5J 
Tuesday - Gr 3/4M, 4L, Prep P & S,  

2/3S & 3GS 
Thursday - Gr 1/2HM, 1D, 1B, Prep G 2D  
Friday - Sport for Grades 3, 4, 5 & 6. 
All in all, it looks like a great year coming 

coming up. If you have any queries or 
comments, please don’ t hesitate to contact 
me.  

Keep on keeping on, 
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MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
TABLE TENNIS 
ASSOCIATION 

Juniors (6 - 18 years) play table tennis on 
Friday nights (6.30 pm – 9.30 pm) at the 
Table Tennis Stadium in Mornington 
(Civic Reserve, Dunns Rd). FIRST 
NIGHT FREE and all players are graded 
appropriately with their experience.            
www.mptta.com.au 
Email: mptta@alphalink.com.au 
 

See school noticeboard for  full details 
 
 
 
Many fun and exciting things have been 
happening over the last fortnight in the art 
room. The preps have been looking at colour 
and made some gorgeous paintings. Some 
other grades have been looking at Picasso 
and his abstract works, painting some 
imaginative and colourful faces. Look out for 
these in a display in the art room, the art foyer 
or the classroom. Senior grades have been 
using a fantastic material called tyvek, (plastic 
coated paper) to make bunting flags to 
decorate and brighten the art room as well as 
beginning some construction on larger “flags”. 
These will turn into some bright and colourful 
pieces.  
Congratulations to those children who have 
already brought art smocks to keep 
themselves clean. A reminder for those others 

others to bring a smock by next art lesson. 
Many thanks to those people who have 
brought their “recycled” goods in for us to use 
in the art room. We currently have more than 
enough containers to keep us going for a 
while, but I am interested in the polystyrene 
type meat trays. They must be well washed 
though. We will be doing a printing activity 
using these. 
If any parents have a spare hour in their busy 
schedules and would like to be a parent helper 
in the art room then you would be most 
welcome. The art sessions run fortnightly for 
100 minutes and you would be welcomed with 
open arms. I currently have two parent 
helpers/volunteers. Many thanks to Janine 
Lindridge and Kimberly Cox who come in with 
their children. Preps come to the art room 
weekly, but only for 50 mins. Please consider 
this as an option if helping with the three r’s is 
not really your thing! Check with your child’s 
classroom teacher as to when they have art 
and then let me know you’ll be coming along - 
I will even lend you an apron! I hope your 
children have been enjoying their art because 
I have loved every minute they have been in 
here creating. 

Sharon Wright 
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As mentioned in our first bulletin, our garden is just managing to survive all of this hot weather and the water restrictions. Unfortunately the times 
permitted for watering of gardens is outside of our normal school hours. I applied for, and received, an exemption to enable us to water between 
9:00 am and 11:00 am on our allocated day (Tuesday). Once again I am calling for your assistance. If you are available to help out with watering 
during this time, I would really appreciate it if you could contact me at the office. 
This week I had to have a special meeting with all of the boys from Year 1 to Year 6. Unfortunately the boys’ toilets have been a disgrace on quite a 
few occasions and our poor cleaners have had enough – and it’s only February! We have discussed appropriate use of the toilets and the 
importance of cleanliness. I would appreciate parents reinforcing this message at home. Thanks. 
In the last bulletin I included an article written by Rebekah from ‘Enhance the Journey’. This week’s article looks at parenting. I found this one to be 
of value, particularly the section on rebellious and challenging behaviour. I  thought these comments might be helpful with a couple of young 
grandchildren I know! 
I would really appreciate any feedback from these articles. Rebekah is keen to know if they are of value and whether she is addressing appropriate 
issues. Please call in for a chat or drop me a note if you have an opinion. 

Thanks everyone 
Charlene Duthie 
Assistant Principal 
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BAYSIDE CHRISTIAN 
COLLEGE 

YEAR 7 ENROLMENT 
INTERVIEWS 

Bayside Christian College is currently 
holding interviews for Grade 6 students 
wishing to enrol in Year 7, 2008. For a 
prospectus, or enrolment interview 
details, please contact the Registrar on 
5971 2978. 
Email: j.rebbeck.bcc@bcc.vic.edu.au 
 
TYABB JUNIOR FOOTBALL 

CLUB 
A friendly sporting club 

REGISTRATION DAY 
Wednesday, 7th March at 5 pm at 

Bunguyan Reserve, Frankston-Flinders 
Rd, Tyabb 

Training starts on 14th March.  
Due to the drought the season does not 

begin until 13th May. 
PLAYERS WANTED 
ALL AGE GROUPS  

(U/10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16). 
Contact Gavin Buchan  

0403 008 226 
All welcome 

 

MORNINGTON PENINSULA 
HOCKEY INC. 

Players wanted for the 2007 Winter 
season. 

Pre-season training commences 26th 
February. Winter season starts 20th April. 
18 week home and away games + finals. 
Vacancies for: 
Minkey – age 5 – 9 yrs (an introduction to 
playing hockey, sticks, balls and shin 
guards provided) 
U/9 plays  Saturday morning 
U/11        “             “ 
U/13 girls        “             “ 
U/13 boys Friday night 
U/15 girls       “      “ 
U/15 boys      “      “ 
U/17 girls  Friday night 
U/17 boys      “      “ 
Senior Women and Senior Men play either  
    Saturday or Sunday afternoon. 
Mixed Veterans play Monday night. 
All welcome – teams to suit all skill levels. 
Home base (ground) Monash University, 
Frankston. Parking off Bloom St. For further 
details contact Cheryle Bishop 9766 7478                    
www.mphc.org.au 
email: morn_pen_hockey@optusnet.com.au 

 
Coaches and Umpires also welcome. 

Positive behaviours to 
promote in your  kids  

by Michael Grose 
It is an old psychological maxim that 
behaviours that get noticed tend to increase, 
while those that get little attention often 
reduce. 
It doesn’ t matter much if the behaviour is 
positive or negative. If we reward a 
behaviour with our attention it usually 
increases.  
That’s frustrating for parents of young 
children who have L plates on when it 
comes to behaving well. It is hard NOT to 
notice attention-seekers but if we minimise 
the attention we give to most misbehaviours 
they will diminish over time as kids don’ t 
act in a vacuum. 
This principle is a powerful one if parents 
want to promote positive or social 
behaviours in kids. Basically, it means 
working out the behaviours you want to 
encourage and then make a bit of a fuss 
when you see them happen. Avoid 
rewarding these behaviours with treats and 
sweets. Your good recognition is good 
enough. 
If you want recognition to have real impact 
then take a multi-sensory approach. That is, 
make it visual (smile, eyes light up). Make it 
verbal (describe what they have done). 
Make it physical (a hug or a pat on the 
back). 
Recognition gets a little tricky with teens 
who become cynical and also a bit nervous 
when their parents lay a big kiss on them (a 
great way to embarrass them in public) so 
use your common sense and sensitivity at all 
times. 
Here are five behaviours I believe are worth 
encouraging through recognition: 
Persistence: Catch your kids persisting 
when things get tough. Teachers tell me 
these days that too many kids give up on 
tough learning tasks. There is a link 
between success and effort so we need to 
encourage kids to persist and persevere.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Restor ing relationships: Catch your kids in 
the act of asking for forgiveness from a 
sibling or friend when they have done the 
wrong thing. “ I hurt you I know. Do you 
forgive me?” has greater meaning and 
greater restorative impact than a quick “ I’m 
sorry” . Patching things up is real life skill to 
develop.  
Solving conflict amicably: The next time 
your kids resolve conflict without resorting 
to physical means make a bit of fuss and 
give their method a name. “You guys 
worked out the computer usage really well. 
You are taking it in turns. That’s what I call 
a compromise.”   
Showing generosity: Have your antennae 
up as a parent to notice little acts of 
generosity and kindness that children show 
to others each day. Those kids who think 
and act ‘we’  not ‘me’  tend to be more 
pleasant to be around and also, I believe, are 
less likely to be perfectionists.  
Impulse-control:  There is a logical 
correlation between delaying gratification 
and success. That is, those kids who behave 
well even when it is hard, put off having an 
ice cream until after dinner, and do their 
homework before relaxing are more likely to 
experience success as students and later as 
adults as they can put off self-gratification. 
This is an interesting concept these days as 
the gap between a child wanting something 
and having it has shrunk to milliseconds.  

On a practical level you can’ t notice every 
behaviour all the time. You need to focus on 
just one or two positive behaviours at a 
time.  I suggest you pick a couple of 
behaviours that you want to encourage for a 
two or three day period and then tune your 
antennae to notice those behaviours.  This is 
a good exercise for you as a parent. 
Then, don’ t wait until kids do those 
behaviours perfectly before you catch them 
being good. Close approximations will do. 
Oh, and you may wish to work out a few 
well-chosen phrases that you will use 
beforehand. That way you won’ t become 
tongue-tied when your kids do the right 
thing. Have fun. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Drought proof planting advice 
 

Water Saving Techniques 


