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Welcome back to everyone! I hope you had a 
terrific Christmas break and that your New 
Year has started off on a great footing. I hope 
the drought hasn’t had too much of an impact 
on the community. Certainly, the plants here at 
the school seem to have survived very well 
thanks to our intrepid band of volunteer 
waterers! Thank you so much to those 
families, the school grounds look a treat to 
start the year. 
Welcome 
Last week we welcomed many new faces to 
the Tyabb community in the form of 67 Prep 
students. This is, once again, our largest Prep 
enrolment in a number of years and a healthy 
situation for our school. The message is 
obviously out there that Tyabb is the school of 
choice and our enrolments are growing and 
being sourced from an increasingly wide 
geographical area. After only a very few tears 
(not from the children) they began, what we 
are certain will be, a wonderful seven years at 
Tyabb. They have all visited my office to say 
hello and they’ve had a wonderful first week, 
full of excitement and expectation. 

We also welcome a number of new students 
and families across other grade levels as well. 
We hope you find Tyabb all that you wished it 
would be. I am sure that I have met most of 
the new families but if not, please come and 
introduce yourselves. I have been around to 
all of the grades and our newies all seem to 
have settled in beautifully. 
We welcome the families of Ned Gardiner 
(1B), Daniel Bates (2D), Jesse Cook (2D) and 
Makayla Cook (4L), Grace Harland (23S), 
Jayde Milne (23S), Bailey Barr (3GS) Skye 
Jones (3GS), Kathleen Leddin (3GS), 
Bethanie Raich (3GS)and Madeline Raich 
(6H), Mitchell Rule (3GS), Kate Hillier-Gow 
(5J) and Johnathon Hillier-Gow (56S), Brodie 
Johnstone (5GW), Sharni Stewart (5J) and 
Daniel Culnane (56S).  
These families with children at older year 
levels join a host of new families in our prep 
grades. We welcome you all to what is a very 
welcoming school community. I am certain 
that you will enjoy your time at Tyabb Primary 
School. 
Staffing Changes 
It has also been terrific to see our new staff 
begin the year so amazingly well too. This 

year we welcome Kris Grinsted, who comes to 
us from Courtenay Gardens Primary School 
and is teaching in the Prep area, Amy Dzur 
who joins us from Mulgrave Primary School 
and is teaching in Year 1 and Nicky Walker 
who has done a deal of CRT work at Tyabb, is 
a parent in our community and shares 5GW 
with Mariese Galvin. They are three wonderful 
additions to the team here at Tyabb and I 
know that they will make a great contribution 
to the education of our children. 
Fantastic Announcement! 
Last Friday, I received a fantastic phone call 
from Greg Hunt’s office. As you know, Greg is 
our local Federal Member of Parliament. His 
office called to give us the wonderful news that 
we had been successful in our application for 
$101,000 from the Federal Government’s 
“Investing in our Schools” program. The 
money has been earmarked by School 
Council for grounds improvement in the small 
grassed area near Jones Road. The total 
project includes removing the old garage and 
container and replacing them with a large 
garage, moving the vehicle entrance away 
from the pedestrian entry and creating a 
beautiful new front entrance, shade areas and 
a new hard court. It’s very exciting and we will 
just have to see how far the grant goes! 

Poo Tank 
Now I have your attention and whilst I’m 
talking about the grounds, it’s worth letting 
everyone know that very soon, the school will 
be connected to the new sewerage trunk line 
that has been brought out from the Tyabb 
township. You will have noticed, I am sure, the 
amount of work going on in the farmland 
opposite. Connection should take place over 
the next month or so and then they can 
proceed with removing the sewerage 
treatment plant at the back of the school that 
has been the bane of our existence for so 
many years! I can tell you that Mrs Duthie will 
be glad to see the last smelly brick leave our 
grounds! 
Heat Policy Reminder 
As you know, all of our classrooms are air-
conditioned. However, we have formulated a 
policy to cater for days of extreme heat. It has 
been decided that, should the temperature 
reach 37 deg or over at lunchtime (local 
temperature), then children will be kept inside 
and supervision arrangements as for a wet 
day timetable will be implemented. If parents 

be implemented. If parents feel that children 
are better off at home on a very hot afternoon, 
then you are welcome to call at the office 
before 12.50 pm to pick them up. 
School Council Elections  
Materials announcing the School Council 
elections went home last week. If you are 
thinking of nominating and would like some 
more information, please give me a call at 
school and we can have a chat. It is a crucial 
part of our school operation. Please note that 
some of our current councillors may not 
renominate so this could be an ideal time for 
you to consider your School Council 
involvement. Nomination forms are due in 
by 4 pm tomorrow (Friday). 
Grade 6 Camp 
On Monday we farewelled the Grade six 
children on their camp to Woorabinda. They 
are having a great time at Woorabinda School 
Camp. I have spent the last couple of days 
with them and they are taking on my Year 6 
theme of “no regrets” with typical Tyabb 
enthusiasm and fun. I have been to 
Woorabinda many times myself and I know 
that they will return home with many stories of 
a week full of challenge, learning and fun.  
Principal’s Reminders in Replay 
Before I close, I will throw in a few reminders 
that always seem to crop up as issues. 
Hats: Don’t forget that Tyabb is a “Sunsmart” 
school. The official school broad-brimmed 
Trigger hats are compulsory until 30th April for 
all children. 
Baseball caps are not an ideal form of sun 
protection, and are no longer acceptable. The 
Trigger hats look terrific, are very trendy but 
also very “Sunsmart”. Hats can be purchased 
at the uniform shop each Friday at the school 
(3 – 4 pm). 
Medication: We CANNOT give medication of 
any kind, without your written permission. If 
you need your child medicated during the day, 
whether on a short term or long term basis, 
you must fill out a medication form, available 
from the office. The information that you send 
should have full information as to dosages, 
times, indications for use and permission for 
the medication to be administered. This 
information should be given to the office along 
with all medication in suitable containers. If the 
medication is for ongoing issues such as 
ADHD or asthma, a full management plan 
should be given to the school on the 
appropriate form. 
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Early Morning and After School 
Supervision: I am always concerned with the 
number of children who are in the school 
grounds before 8.45 am each morning. We 
have a well-staffed and closely supervised 
Before School Care Program and there are 
teachers on duty from 8.45 am onwards. 
Beyond this we cannot take responsibility for 
children left in the playground in the morning 
unsupervised. This applies equally after  
3.45 pm in the afternoon. 
Parking: There has been an issue of parents 
parking in the designated staff parking bays 
resulting in some staff not being able to park. 
The marked bays, except for the pick-up/drop-
off area, are for staff only and should not be 
used by parents. We understand that the 
parking, particularly at this time of the year, is 
a problem but it is imperative that staff be able 
enter the grounds and park safely in the 
mornings.  
Uniform: The wearing of school uniform is 
compulsory at Tyabb Primary School. It has 
been terrific to see how quickly the community 
has moved into the new uniform items. As we 
know, the old uniform is now no longer 
acceptable. The new uniform looks fantastic! 
The uniform policy is very clear and School 
Council approved. It is there for reasons of 
uniformity of appearance, convenience for 
parents and security for children. Please 
ensure that your children are wearing the 
prescribed uniforms at all times. On those odd 
occasions when the drier has broken down or 
the dog has eaten the only clean shirt, please 
send a note along. 

Forms To Fill In 
This week you should have received a number 
of forms to be filled in. It is most important that 
these forms are filled in correctly and fully. 
Each child will receive a Welfare and 
Discipline form (blue), a Media Permission 
form (pink), a Local Excursions form (green) 
and an Internet Acceptable Use policy 
(yellow). 
All of the forms are very similar to previous 
years. Please fill in the forms as diligently and 
accurately as possible. Previous data of 
Student Information, provided by parents, will 
be sent home in a sealed envelope from the 
office with all children next week. We ask that 
parents please update the information as 
necessary (phone nos, contact details etc on 
the sheets provided) and return the forms to 
the office. This is to alleviate the time 
consuming task of completing all new Student 
Information Forms at the start of the year. We 
request your prompt return of the 
information sheets even if there are no 
changes required. We emphasise the 
importance of up to date information in case of 
illness, accident or emergency. New Asthma 
Management forms have been sent home for 

home for updating for those children listed as 
having asthma (even if only occasional). 
 

Have a great week everyone. 

� ��� �� � ��	 �
Principal 

�

FORWARD DATES 
FEBRUARY  
Tuesday 13th PFA meeting 7.30 pm - staffroom 
Friday 23rd District Swimming Carnival 
MARCH  
Monday 5th to 
        Friday 9th 

Gr 5 & 6 Water Safety Program 
                  (Notice home soon) 

Monday 12th Public Holiday 
Wednes 14th  Preps commence full time 
Friday 30th  Last day of Term 1 
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Welcome back to a new year in Music. We 
have a great Instrumental Music Program 
starting next week, Monday 12th February. 
Students who have returned their yellow 
instrumental forms should find out their times 
as the week progresses. 
TIMETABLE –  
·  Rose Murphy (keyboard/piano) 

Monday and Friday 
·  Julia Furneaux (keyboard/piano) 

Wednesday 
·  Trish Douglass (Woodwind) Thursday 
·  Mark Berry (Guitar) Tuesday 

 

Please bring any books and instruments for 
the appropriate day. 

 
Due to very small numbers we cannot offer 
violin at this time. Apologies to those few 
interested students. There are places in 
woodwind as we have 4 flutes, 1 clarinet and 1 
saxophone available for hire. 
 

Have a good term, 
Merran Wyatt 
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Pink notices with information about the 
canteen and a request for volunteers were 
sent home to all families. Please return the 
notice promptly if you can help out. Thank you 
to those families who have returned their 
forms already. Your help will be very much 
appreciated. 

Thank you 
Sue Weymouth 
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Welcome back for another fantastic 
year.  The first meeting for the P.F.A. 
for this year will be next Tuesday, 13th 
February at 7.30pm in the staff room.  
Everyone is welcome so please do 
come along. At this meeting we will be 
discussing what fund raisers the PFA 

fund raisers the PFA will be doing for 
the year.  If you have any questions or 
suggestions and can’t make it to the 
meeting then please do not hesitate to 
call me on  
0425 711 117. 

Thank you 
Narelle Harvey 
PFA President 
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2007 – A good start to the program for the 
new year. Welcome back to all our regular 
patrons. It’s exciting to see a number of new 
faces attending our program.  
Our mornings have been especially busy. Not 
a lot of outdoor activities so far due to the hot 
weather. Cricket was the highlight of the 
games outside last week. 
HATS – Children are required to wear a wide-
brimmed or bucket hat for the After School 
Program for outside play. A hat may be left in 
the hat box at the OSHC program. Please 
make sure all hats are named. 
ACCOUNTS will be sent out fortnightly 
starting next Monday. Regular payments are 
expected. 
Our Out of School Hours Care  
sub-Committee urgently needs new members 
for 2007. 
Details of our once a term meeting next 
newsletter. 
Please return your 2007 enrolment forms so 
the information can be updated if need be. 
Please check that phone numbers in particular 
are current. 
 

We look forward to a very enjoyable year, 
Thank you, 

Deidre, Marlene and Jeannie 
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We received a letter of thanks from the 
Hastings Community Information and Support 
Centre expressing their sincere thanks for the 
kindness and generosity shown by our school 
community in supporting their 2006 Christmas 
Hamper Appeal. Our donations helped to 
make Christmas a happy time for many needy 
families in our local area. 
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FITNESS CLUB 
Families will be notified of the date for the start 
of Fitness Club as soon as possible. 
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EDUCATION 
MAINTENANCE 

ALLOWANCE 
If you hold a Pensioner Concession or 
Health Care / Benefit Card current on the 
first day of term (30th January, 2007) you 
will be eligible for the above allowance 
for your child/ren. The E.M.A. is provided 
to assist eligible families with the costs 
associated with the education of their 
children and is paid in two instalments 
for the year.  Please call at the office by 
Wednesday, 28th February with your 
concession card, to complete an 
application form if you are eligible and 
have not already done so. It is up to the 
individual claimant to complete the 
required paperwork as we are not aware 
of whether families are eligible or not  - 
family circumstances can also change 
from time to time. Application forms 
must be submitted to the school by 
Wednesday, 28th February, 2007.   

NO LATE CLAIMS CAN BE 
ACCEPTED BY THE SCHOOL. 

 
 

2nd hand uniform items 
We have a 2nd hand uniform 
register in the office for anyone 
interested. Please feel free to call 
in and browse through the book. 

 
 

TERM 1 PLAYSPORTS – 
MULTI-SPORTS 

PlaySports returns to Tyabb Primary this Term 
for seven weeks of Ball skills,Softball and 
Soccer commencing Tuesday 13th Feb. from 
3:30 to 4:40 PM for children in Grades Prep - 
4.  Each session includes warm up games, 
skill activities and modified matches, that are 
fun, engaging and age appropriate. The cost 
is $58.00. Enrolment forms are available at the 
school office or phone PlaySports on 9532 
5584.   
 

PlaySports Australia 
PO Box  2107, Hampton East VIC 3188 
Tel:  (03) 9532 5584 
Fax:  (03) 9532 5589 
simon@playsports.com.au 
www.playsports.com.au. 
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Welcome back to the new school 
year. Normally over the holidays I 
spend lots of time worrying and 
thinking- about my new class, about 
the children in my class and all that I 
need to do - how to organise my 
reading and maths groups etc. It was a 
very pleasant change for me to think 
so excitedly about the year ahead - I 
woke sometimes in the night with yet 
another idea. I should have had a pen 
and paper beside my bed as I 
contemplated all the exciting art 
projects I have in mind for this year. I 
hope that your children will be as 
keen and motivated to get involved in 
fantastic art and craft projects as I am 
to give them the opportunities. I hope 
you will be able to be as proud of 
their work as they no doubt will be. 
Sometimes it is hard to look at a 
finished work and see all the hard 
work and learning that has gone into 
creating something. The learning and 
processes behind a piece is not 
always evident. Some projects will be 
something you may like to keep 
forever, some will earn a place 
fleetingly on the fridge, or get taken 
to nan and pops for a while. Whatever 
the creation I hope that I can inspire 
creative and individual thought in 
your children.  

With art comes mess. I urge you to 
provide a smock for your child - 
waterproof is best, but an old shirt 
that covers most 
will also be ok. I 
don’ t plan on 
excluding children 
from messy 
activities just 
because they don’ t have a smock of 
some sort, but I also don’ t want 
parents knocking on my door 
growling because paint is on a shirt or 
shorts. Even with a smock sometimes 
accidents happen. Please be patient 
with your child - and be happy that 
they are doing art and creating, rather 
than cross if they are messy. 

I know that there are some fabulously 
talented and creative people in our 
school community. I urge you to 

urge you to become involved in our 
school art program. I would love to 
have helpers in the art room - you 
may like to come and share a special 
skill, or be a parent helper when your 
child has art. You may have a special 
flair for displays and like to help 
make our school a gallery of 
children’s work. I welcome you all, 
and will be grateful of any assistance. 
So too do many people have access to 
a world of resources that can be of 
great use in the art room. If you think 
we might like some off cuts of 
cardboard or paper from workplaces 
or cardboard rolls or coloured 
wallpaper or a million other things 
you can think of then you are 
probably right. If you are not sure 
bring in a sample and let us decide - if 
it’ s not good for the art room then it 
may be perfect for a classroom. As an 
example we had a great donation last 
year of some sort of “coconutty”  sort 
of shell things that turned into the 
most delightful turtles. One fabulous 
family regularly donates meat trays 
regularly donates 
meat trays that are 
more than just 
useful in the art 
room – they are a 
are a real bonus. Your workplace may 
have things that look like junk to you 
but be just what we need. I love 
watching children create and I am 
excited by the opportunity to let the 
children at Tyabb explore their 
creative sides. I will still be involved 
in permanent visual arts within our 
school grounds and hope to have lots 
of children involved. I am excited and 
motivated for the year ahead in the art 
room. I hope you will be too. 
 

Sharon Wright. 
 

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 
To be eligible to receive the Conveyance 
Allowance students must live more than  
4.8 km by the shortest practicable route 
from the nearest school. If you feel you 
are eligible please call at the office for a 
claim form. This application must be 
lodged by Tuesday,13th February, 2007. 
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Rebekah.  5975 5676 or  0411 408 481 
ht t p: / / www. enhancet hej our ney. zoomshar e. com/  
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Children as young as three years old are becoming concerned and anxious over their weight and appearance 
 ... but how is this happening and what can we do about it? 
 
Sadly, unhealthy, unrealistic images of young women are becoming thought of as the norm, and the pressure to look like these girls, is greater than 
ever before. Exposure to these images are virtually unavoidable and permeate so much of our society, but we can focus on what we have control over 
and do what we can. 
 
Essentially, the most important and valuable action you can take is to be a positive role model .. if we radiate self love & self acceptance, we vaccinate 
our children against low self esteem and the possible consequences of developing an eating disorder. Try to be more aware of your beliefs, attitudes 
& actions in regards to your own appearance/weight and remember the powerful influence this has on your children. Perhaps resolve to change and 
improve your self talk so you can be a better role model.  
 
Praise your child©s innate qualities & focus on inner beauty as opposed to solely the exterior. 
 
We need to monitor the material that our children are both watching and reading, as well as provide them with realistic and suitable role models. 
Today, with simply the click of a button, people in the media can appear slimmer, taller, with a better complexion etc... we need to make our children 
aware of this vital information. As ©The Body Shop© put it, 1% of the world are supermodels, and 99% are not. 
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Welcome back everyone. It’s been great to see all the children’s happy smiling faces and catching 
up with staff who are all already wondering what happened to the holidays! It was also great to see  
that the school has been almost vandal free over the long break – just a little spray painting which  
we will be able to remove. A special thanks to the parents and staff who kept an eye out for any  
problems over the holidays. Despite the hot weather, our gardens seem to be surviving. The extra  
attention they received, again from parents and staff over the holidays, has certainly helped. It’s  
amazing how all other plants suffer but weeds just continue to thrive. The environment centre is  
growing a very healthy crop of weeds and huge zucchinis at the moment. Thorough preparation of  
beds and removal of weeds will be our first task, followed by grade plantings when the weather is a  
little cooler. One really positive sign is that the water tank is full so our chooks will have plenty of  
water when they return. This year my reports will also occasionally include an article written by  
Rebekah from Enhance The Journey Counselling. Rebekah is a professional counsellor who has a private practice based on the 
Mornington Peninsula. Further information can be found on her website. Some articles may be of value, others will be irrelevant 
to you or your family. I hope however you find them interesting reading.  
 
Don’ t forget that if you have any concerns regarding your children, my door is always open.  

Have a great year everyone. 


 � � ���
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Assistant Principal 
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Sarah started our series of nine Dancesports lessons today and was amazed at the enthusiasm and effort shown by Tyabb children. We who 
know our kids so well are never surprised by our children’s attitude - we already know Tyabb kids are great kids! 
The smiling faces and laughter emanating from the hall on Thursday morning is testimony that everyone was having a great time. Sarah explains 
things and demonstrates over and over again - not all dance steps were easy but everyone had a go and tried really hard, often with great 
success. It is part of our “You can do it” program that encourages us to try new things and keep trying even when things are new or hard. The 
social and physical aspects of this program are both equally important and I am thrilled that children are participating. It was also great to see so 
many teachers being outstanding role models and joining in with all the fun, wiggling those hips and doing something called the sprinkler! Each 
week new skills and steps will be taught and old ones revised. You never know, this small opportunity may lead to a lifelong passion - we may see 
some of our students appearing on ‘Dancing with the Stars’ before we can blink! I know some of the children learnt some hip hop break dancing 
moves and were still bopping away at recess and lunch. Enjoy the photographs and if you, as a parent, want to come along one session then feel 
free to speak to your child’s teacher and they will let you know when your child attends. A reminder to send along the $15 as soon as you are able 
(due by the 15th February). The Disco has been booked for the last Thursday of term (29th March)  
- plenty of time to polish your dancing shoes.                                                                                                Keep on grooving everyone,                                                                  

Sharon Wright 

 

Zoe and Lucy with 
their giant zucchini 
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***Photos next newsletter** 


