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Maryborough Diary

5 am Wednesday 22nd Novermber. The
alarm has started and the radio is blaring.
Trouble is, been awake for an hour mentally
checklisting my “to do” list. Coffee, showered,
dressed, final packing before hitching on the
camper van and setting off.

5.50 am—arrive at school, open the garage
and get “Pinky” (our practice trike) out.
“Pinky” will travel to Maryborough atop nmy
camper. | just hope he doesn't fall through
the roof!

6 am—on the road to Maryborough. Nepean
Highway or the Monash? Hmmm! Let's try
the Monash. It should be fairly empty at this
time of the morning. Wrong! Creep along at
the merge trying to get into a decent flow of
traffic. After Stud Rd, it's not too bad and the
trip quickens. The Monash, the tunnel,
Westgate and then the Western Ring Road.
7.45 am - Hirst disaster of the trip. After
making good time on the freeways, | meet
the Toft family, who greet me with the news
that the McDonalds where we always meet
for first day breaky is closed for renovations.
| immediately ring my son to warn him. He
will be travelling up tomorrow and | don't
think he will cope with the shock. Better
prepare him. Not sure I'm coping with the
shock myself. Never mind, I'm sure we'll find
one somewhere. It's Melton before we get to
bite down on a Bacon Egg Roll, Hash Brown
and a decent coffee. All the many weeks of
nutrition information seems to have gone out
the window. Soon, some more members of
the convoy arrive and talk turns to plans for
the week ahead. What we still need to do,
buy, decide, discuss.

9.15 am—bellies full and caffeine levels
replenished, it's back on the road. Glad |
have the new car to tow with this year. Much
smoother and better up those hills after
Bacchus Marsh. I'm now used to strange
looks as peaple pass my camper, staring
intently at the odd, pink vehicle atop it.

10.30 am—turn off to Maryborough. Through
the goldfields towns of Bungaree, Clunes,
Creswick, Talbot. Country dry as tinder.
Paddocks parched. Das dry. Creeks
barren.

11.15 am— Maryborough at last. Through the
township by the usual route and into the
Princess Oval. “Where ya from?” asks a guy
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inan RACV hat and visibility vest. “Tyabb,” |
reply. Well you'll know where you're goir’
then.” “Yeah! I've been here before.” Drive
over the oval to the half forward flank and
find a spot for my van. Home for the next 5
days. Already a few Tyabb families settled in.
We look over our small section of grass
bordered by white lines and wonder how
we're ever going to fit 140 people in.

12.30 pm—van goes up. As soon as Pinky
comes off the roof, it's grabbed by eager
kids. Pinky will be ridden mercilessly and
continuously for the next four days! As we're
setting up, more families arrive and our camp
co-ordinator, Soren, carefully places each in
the minimum space possible. Guy ropes
cross, many tents are moved here and there.
The school tent goes up and we unload the
trailer. HPV's have arrived safely as have
presentations. Next up is the giant marquee
which towers over our campsite like a Big
Top. Everyone now knows where Tyabb is.

2 pm— campsite set up and families still
arrive. Squeeze themin where we can, even
in some places where we can't fit them.
Some tensions arise but we manage to
smooth them over — mostly.

4 pm-— starting to think about the race and
planning for our “track walk’. Wander over to
the supermarket for a few bits and pieces.

5 pm—meet the teams for a track walk.
Riders, pit crew, emergencies, parents. You
can feel the excitement as they begin to
realise what they are about to experience. All
that we've been learning starts to fall into
place. Apexs, entry, exit, cornering, gears,
the straights, the esses, the pits. Nowit's all
real. An hour later we have done a full circuit
of the 1.4 km track and heads are full of
anticipation, ideas, nerves and excitement.
Back to camp for dinner.

7.30 pm—meet under the marquee for a final
practice of the presentations. Deck chairs are
arranged, teans ready themselves. While
red team performs, blue team review design
and construction info with Rob. Then vice
versa. Presentations go quite well. They are
always better on the day! There is a buzz.
Under the marquee by a dull fluorescent
camp light, there is a feeling of magic, a
feeling of community.

9.30 pm—kids off to bed. No racing
tomorrow but it will be a very big day. Need
their sleep.

10.30 pm— Finally sit at the end of the day. A
circle of teachers, parents, older siblings, ex-
students talking about the day just gone and
the days to come. Pop round to various
groups to catch up. It's like picking your way
through a rope maze.

11.30 pm—time for a shower and bed.
Wander over to the football clubrooms to the
male showers. Turn on the tap and wait for
the hot water. Waiting, waiting, waiting,
waiting. No hat. Cold rinse down is the best |
can do. Wander back to canp at least
refreshed after a very hot work day.
Midnight — off to bed. Need to be up at 6 am
to start getting the trikes ready. Tomorrow we
have registration, scrutineering, design and
construction, presentations and official track
practice. It will be a non-stop day even busier
than today. Hope the trikes get through
scrutineering. Hope the presentations go
well. Better get to the shops early for
batteries for the radios. Lights need to be
fitted. Final checks. Wish my head would
stop buzzing. Finally drift off.

5 am—awake. Head buzzing again with
things to do. Manage to lie in till 5.50 am
before | just have to get up. Can't just lie
here any longer. Campsite is fairly quiet. Still
some snores but some are already up.

6 am— shower still cold. Well that's a great
start to day 2. Already feeling exhausted but
excited about the days to come.

That's a brief diary of the first 24 hours of our
5 day adventure in Maryborough at the
RACV Energy Breakthrough. | guess it
doesn't sound all that inviting and you might
wonder why | go back every year and come
back with glowing reports about the
experience. It's one of those things you have
to experience. Check out the reports later in
this newsletter. Read what kids and parents
have to say. It's a community experience like
no cther. Look at the photos and see the
looks on their faces! Ask someone who's
been. It's indescribable. We walked away
from the program with no awards but every
single person there, teacher, student, parent,
principal, feels like a winner.

Have a great week everyone!
Principal



FORWARD DATES

DECEMBER
Monday 4th School Council meeting 7 pm
Tuesday 51 Prep 2007 - Orientation Morning

Yr 7, 2007 - Orientation Day
Thursday 7t Instrumental Music Concerts
Thursday 14" BookKiist Pickup Day 9am— 2pm (Hall)
Thursday 14" Band & Choir Excursion

Gr 3 &4 Movie/Park Excursion
Sunday 17 Carols By Candlelight - Somerville
Tuesday 190 Prep —2 Cinema Excursion

Grade 6 Graduation Night
Wednes. 200 Gr 6 Bowling Excursion
Thursday 21t Lastday of Term4

Dismissal time 1.30 pm

Please keep these dates in your diary if
your child is involved in any of these
items. Further notices will follow.
INSTRUMENTAL CONCERTS for all
students learning from our special
instrumental teachers on Thursday, 7
December.

ELDERLY VISIT

Band and Choir on Thursday, 14t
Decermber

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

At Fruitgrowers Reserve on Sunday, 170
December.

Thank you
Merran Wyatt

MUSIC PROGRAM |
Final balancesare
now due. Please send
paymentstothe
office. Thank you.

WINE FUNDRAISING — We have
had a number of enquiries for
wine orders and have the
opportunity to order again from
Alias Wines. Order forms are
available from the school office if
you wish to place an order.
Orders and payment (cash,
cheque or credit card) must be
returned to school by Friday, 8"
December.

Please make cheques payable
to Alias Wines.

Narelle Harvey \ E

PFA President <)
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Well we have all survived another
fantastic four days at the RACV Energy
Challenge at Maryborough. The weather
was hot, camping was very close and
friendly, some showers were cold (sorry
boys) and the days were long and tiring.
Each year we say “Why are we here?”
You only have to look at the kids' faces
to answer that question!

So when | started to write my report |
decided to hand it over to the kids— they
are the experts. Matt Mallinson and
Mitchell Campbell (6G) have prepared a
report and collected comments from
other participants. Grant Campain has
added his thoughts from a parent’s
perspective. There is a common element
throughout these reports. Everyone has
focused on the fun, teamwork, the
overall experience of this event and that
even though we were not successful in
achieving any awards, everyone felt like
winners! And that is exactly what they
were. Once again we were extremely
proud of our kids and of our fabulous
parents. I'm sure you will enjoy reading
their report. Thanks Matt and Mitch.

At assembly on Monday | felt it was
important for all the students to thank Mr
Lacey for his support and involvement in
this program. We are so lucky to have a
Principal who genuinely loves being
involved with the kids. He gets out of his
suit, leaves all the paperwork behind and
gets out and gets dirty with the kids -
actually covered with grease and dirt in
the HPV pits! Without Greg's
involvement it would be extremely
difficult for Tyabb to enter this event.
The HPV’sin particular would not be on
the track. So again on behalf of this
year's participants and all those younger
kidswho look at the HPV’sin
anticipation of their turn in the future —
we say ‘ Thank you Mr Lacey.’

Charlene Duthie
Assistant Principal

| can't believe the year is coming to an end.
We are closing the library as of 8h
December, 2006 to enable Yashmin and

myself to begin a stocktake. All books must
be returned by this date. | have let the
children borrow for another week only.
Please remind the children to look for any
overdue books that may be in your house.
We will be sending overdue notices out next
week. If you cannot find a book please let me
know as sometimes there are glitches in the
system and the books could be onthe
shelves.

For those children who do not have a library
bag could they please make sure they bring
one to school ready for the New Year, not
the Grade 6 children of course. Speaking of
Grade 6 children, this is a great opportunity
for me to say how much | will miss themand
to thank all of them for being fantastic
students in the library. | wish themall the
best for 2007.

[ would like to thank the parents and children
who have helped out in the library over the
past year. Yashmin and | could not run it as
well without you. You give your time to make
our schoal a better place. Also thanks for the
fantastic donations of books and videos.

They come in very handy.

If there are any parents interested in shelving
or assisting in the library please come and
see me.

Happy reading over
Christmas and the
holidays,

Maree Duff
Teacher Librarian.

2\ HAND UNIFORMITEMS

Has your child outgrown their uniform
or going on to secondary school ?

We would welcome either donations or
we have a second hand uniform register
at the office in which you may list items
for sale. If you have any items of the new
uniform (eg summer dress, winter tunic
or the Grade 5 & 6 Rugby Jumpers — not
maroon) that you no longer require,
please contact the office. We have had
some enquiries from families wanting to
purchase second hand senior school
Rugby Jumpers that are in good
condition for next year.

Thanks to the Committee members for

their support throughout 2006. \We look
forward to some new members in 2007.




It's a pleasure to see new children
attending the programand great to see
them being so warmly welcomed by our
children who attend regularly.

Children are enjoying having a Play
Station in the program

Last week we had a visitor from
Australia Post encouraging an interest in

Stamp Collecting. We also have a
‘Letters to Santa’ Box.

e look forwerd to some Christmas Art
and Craft as well as continuing our
games inside and outside.
ACCOUNTS : Accounts should be paid
fortnightly.

Deidre, Marlene
& Staff

HASTINGSDISTRICT TRIATHLON
We had perfect weather on Friday for
our last district sports event — the
Hastings District Triathlon. It was held
at Crib Point, using the public pool and
surrounding oval area. It would be one
of my favourite events where the kids
work together as ateam, each doing their
best in their particular discipline. We
entered 2 teams of each boys and girlsin
grades 4 - 6 and 4 individual competitors
who did all 3 disciplines.- bike ride,
swim and run.

Grade 4 - Michelle Baxter, Natalie
Dimitrakas and Jesse Walker came 2.
Charlotte Wall, Emma Danks and Kate
Reid came 4™. Scott McKinney, Marcus
Warren-Gleeson and Bradie Boer came
2", Laz Cuttriss, Ryan Toft and Chris
Harris came 4™

Grade 5 - Maddison Hocking, Georgia
Stone and Jennifer Collis came 7th.
Jessica Runting, Rachel Winters and
Shae Soden came 11th. Grady Vickers,
Rylan Wittmer and Riley West came 1%,
Dylan Paarlberg, Justin Rowley and
Jaryd Wetzel came 6.

Grade 6 - Jessica Mann, Samantha
Gentsch and Rachel Harvey came 4"
Teile King, Bronte Ryan and Isabella
Walsh came 12". Matthew Mallinson,
Wade Cameron and Cameron Platt came
3", Matt Harris, Tristan Duncan and
Jake Johnston came 4", Special thanks
to Wade, who was an emergency, for
dlipping into the Grade 6 team at the last
moment.

Individual event - Felicity Elliott came
3 and Darcey Hansen came 9" in the
girls event. Andrew Elliott came an

amazing 1% and Sam Toft came 5" in the
boys' event. These kids all finished so
strongly that they looked like they could
run more laps!!

Fantastic effort by all our competitors.
Well done.

TYABB BASKETBALL TEAMS
Thisweekend will see the conclusion to
the 2006 basketball season. All teams
have played well and improved
tremendously over the weeks from all
the accounts that I've had. The players
will be presented with trophies at the
conclusion of their games. Good luck to
everyone playing in finals on Saturday at
the Somerville stadium.

Tyabb Titans -1lamCrt 2

Tyabb Tadpoles -9.30am Crt 2

Tyabb Tricksters- -10.30am Crt 1
Tyabb Tigers -1.15pmCrt 1

Tyabb Taipans  -12 noon Crt 2
Tyabb Tornadoes -12.15pm Crt 1
Tyabb Torpedoes -2.15pm Crt 2

Thanks again to all our coachesand
managers — Len Colling/Mark Barnes
and Sharon Thresher (Tyabb Tadpoles)
Rhonda Peney and Kimberly Cox
(Tyabb Tricksters) Kerry Stueven
(Tyabb Titans) Peter Wall and Sophie
Dimitrakas (Tyabb Tornadoes) Tatjana
Stanisic (Tyabb Tigers) Nicola
Mathieson and Tracie West (Tyabb
Torpedoes) Sally Baxter (Tyabb
Taipans) Grant Campain and Denise
Gentsch (Tyabb Terrors) Phil Stone and
Lynne Wilson (Tyabb Teddies) Linda
Southall (Tyabb Demons)

The success of our teams is attributed to
your efforts and support and | can't
thank you enough!! Hope to see you all
back again next year.

SWIMMING CARNIVAL

The final sporting event on our 2006
calendar will be the Swimming Carnival
for children in grades 3 - 5. The carnival
will be held at the Somerville Health and
Aquatic Centre on M onday, 18"
December. There will be novelty events
aswell astraditional stroke races. More
details will come out shortly.

FITNESSCLUB

We only have afew more days of Fitness
Club left in 2006. The last day will be
Thursday, December 7" and every lap
you run up until then will be worth
double points! Make a big effort and try
to achieve that goal you had set as your
total in 2006.

Finaly, just areminder that if you have
any of our Tyabb sports uniforms at
home or know anyone who has one,

please return them before the end of the
year. Uniform sets that we do have are
useless, unless we have full setsto use!!!
Please have a good look in your
cupboards for us.

Keep on keeping on,
Kathie Toft.

If anyone is missing an item from
their Book Club order please let us
know at the office. Thank you.

LOST:

Would parents please check size 6 polar
fleece jackets to make sure that your
child hasn't accidentally taken home
Jamieson Guy-Toogood's (Prep S)
jacket. Also missing a school uniform
hat!. Thank you.

Sessions include:

Jazz ensemble, Sning Band, String Orchestra,
Junior Band, Moverment ‘n’ Dance, Concert Band,
Guitar Group, Junior String Group, Junior & Senior

Percussion, Vocal Group,
*new group* First Experience Band.

Five day, non-residential Youth Music School.
Monday 28" January,
to Friday, 12 January, 2007
at Mt Erin Secondary College, Frankston
Campus, Robinsons Rd.
Concert to be held at 7.30 pm
on Friday, 12 January at Frankston Arts
Centre,
Davey Street, Frankston.
For a brochure please phone 5975 8341 or
9783 6174 or see Mrs Wyatt at school.
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We thought that our creek, Oliver's

Creek, might have been a little
unhealthy,




Amy used her net to agitate the bugs in
the water and around the reeds so that
they could be collected.

The boys found some wild onions on the
bank.

A healthy creek would have water,
plants, food, logs and other hiding
places.

Back in the roomwe looked at a chart
which classified the water creatures that
would be sensitive or intolerant to
pollution.

Lots of the creatures were invertebrates.
We used spoons to scoop up some of
the water and put it into iceblock trays.
We found lots and lots of different
creatures.

We have concluded from the evidence,
which included many different types of
crawling creatures collected fromthe
creek, that our creek is actually very,

very healthy.

Hastings Carols by Candlelight, Hastings

Foreshore on Fiday, 15" December at
8.15pm

PARENTS RETURNING

TO WORK PROGRAM
State Government Grants available.
State Government funded training
courses. No cost for eligible parents
returning to the workforce.

A range of Work Entry and Personal
Development courses available.
Contact Pauline 9254 1960 (Sth Melb)
or 9899 5666 (Box Hill).

Closing date 19" January, 2007. See
school noticeboard for detailed flyer.

C$

Item from the Waterwatch National Water Week Newsletter — showcasing the scientific data
collected by students acr oss the M ornington Peninsula and Westernport catchments.

Tyabb Primary students
could hardly believe
their eyes when they
found stonefly nymphs
in the water sample
taken from Oliver's
Creek, adjacent to the
school. These are the
aquatic life stage of a
terrestrial fly. They are
very sensitive to
pollution, and their
presence indicated good
water quality. Another
indication that Oliver's
Creek has good to
excellent water quality
isthe wide variety of
macro-invertebrates
found. Asthe Grade 1
and 5 students learned,
the first obvious signs
of a healthy waterway
are ‘lots of bugs and
‘lots of types of bugs'.

LOCAL CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT
EVENTS
Guest performer, 11 year old,
Madeleine Wese (Tyabb PS.).

Mt Eliza Twilight Fair on Friday, 1t
December at 5 pm, Village Green, Mt Hiza
Way.

Rosebud Carols on Saturday, 9% Decermber
- Rosebud Village Green at 6.30 pm. Also
performing with Tarsha Johnston (past
student of Tyabb PS).







