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Welcome back everyone. It’s been a great 
start to the term with some lovely weather, 
although things have turned a little today. 
Things have started off very busy as usual as 
we make our run to the end of 2006. The 
Year 6 students are preparing for their final 
term of primary school and have plenty to 
look forward to this term. It is both an exciting 
and challenging time, preparing for the 
transition into secondary school but I have 
every confidence that our Tyabb students will 
continue to shine as they move on. They 
leave here well and truly prepared for a life 
beyond our school!   
 
Swimming Program 
Today sees us say farewell to the Preps and 
Years 3 and 4 students as they begin their 
swimming program. Can I thank parents for 
their understanding in regard to last minute 
changes that had to be made this week in 
regard to the location of the program. 
Unfortunately, the Somerville Aquatic Centre 
had a problem with their booking system that 
meant we would have had to share the 
facility with another school. We felt it was 
better to change the venue rather than try to 
squeeze in with another group and so we will 
be using Pelican Park pool in Hastings. We 
will review this again next year and would be 
happy to return to Somerville in the future if 
we can be guaranteed exclusive use of the 
facility. 
 
Prep Vegetable Gardens 
On Wednesday, our Preps ate the first “fruits 
of their labour” when they sampled some of 
the crop from the vege garden. They were so 
excited about picking, cleaning and preparing 
their own veges and were even excited about 
eating broccoli!  
 
Facilities Improvements 
This was a very busy place during the 
holidays and many of you may have seen the 
results of the labours. Builders were working 
in the staff/admin area making modifications 
to the building to improve access to the 
photocopier and improve traffic flow through 
the building. Those of you who have had to 
squeeze by someone at the copier through 
that narrow gap will appreciate the great 
improvement to the area. Josh Rogers also 

completed our garden edging and stage area 
near the oak tree and this has been a most 
popular addition. The stage has already been 
heavily used with many impromptu 
performances at recesses and lunchtime. A 
new water tank has also been installed in the 
lower playground area. This will feed from 
the Year 6 building storm-water and will feed 
water to our environmental area so the 
gardens and so on should be fully self-
sufficient in water. South East Water were 
also here during the holidays for several 
days. They treated all of the water pipes 
feeding rooms 1 to 8 where we have had 
some problems with blue water. All taps in 
this area are now completely suitable for 
drinking and the warning signs have been 
removed. SE Water will continue to visit the 
school to monitor the water quality to ensure 
the absolute safety of our children. 
 
AIM Results Sent Home 
This week, parents of Years 3 and 5 students 
can expect to receive the individual results 
from the Statewide AIM (Achievement 
Improvement Monitor) testing. The tests, 
covering achievement in Maths and English, 
are given to most Year 3, Year 5 and Year 7 
students in Victoria. In reading these results, 
parents should keep in mind that many 
factors influence a child’s performance on a 
test.  How they were feeling on the day, the 
structure of the test as well as environmental 
factors such as noise and heat, can all alter 
the level of performance.  Dependent upon 
these factors and others, these test results 
may or may not be a true reflection of your 
child’s ability.  They should be seen as a 
“snapshot” of ability on a particular day. The 
teachers will view these results within a 
framework involving other tests and their own 
professional and personal knowledge of the 
children in their grade.  Parents should also 
view the test results in the light of what they 
already know about their children. Should 
parents have any difficulties interpreting the 
results, questions about the tests or 
concerns about the test results, please do 
not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher to 
make an appointment. 
 
AIM School Wide Results 
Once again, the school’s AIM results were 
fantastic with our students exceeding 
benchmarks by a considerable margin. I 

spent some considerable time explaining the 
comparative processes that we use to 
analyse these results and I don’t want to 
bore parents again with all of that statistical 
mumbo jumbo but in layman’s terms, our 
results are simply incredible. Just as an 
example, in Mathematics, more than half of 
our children are in the top 25% in the state! 
This is just one example of an overall 
exemplary result. This is testament to the 
wonderful teachers that we have at this 
school. A good result at Year 3 is the result 
of almost four years of quality teaching and 
we are very fortunate here to have the 
incredibly talented and committed team of 
teachers that we do. Studies all over the 
world will tell you that 40% of a child’s 
success at school is related to the quality of 
the teacher in front of them. This exceeds 
influences related to socio-economic 
background and family background. We have 
an exceptional teaching team here at Tyabb 
and they deserve our congratulations. 
 
Interstate Visitors 
Over the next couple of weeks, some 
Principals from both South Australia and 
Western Australia will be visiting Tyabb to 
see our school. These are Principals that I 
have met during my own interstate visits and 
they are excited about seeing what we do 
here at Tyabb.  
 
Engagement Announcement 
The news is probably well and truly out by 
now but I really should make the official 
announcement that, over the holidays, 
Bronwyn Pike became engaged to Josh 
Rogers. Bronwyn has been at our school for 
nearly 3 years now and we are really excited 
by her news. Josh (yes, that’s Josh who built 
the stage for us) and Bronwyn will marry 
sometime next year and we wish them all the 
very best for a long and happy future 
together. 
 

Have a great week everyone! 
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FORWARD DATES 
OCTOBER  
Thursday 5th to 
  Wednesday 
11th   
           (inclusive) 

Preps, 3S, 3/4L, 4M and 4W. 
Swimming Program each day at 
Pelican Park, Hastings 
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Tuesday 10th PFA Toys -  shopping night 
Monday 23rd School Council meeting 
Wednesday 25th  Gr 3 & 4 Aquarium Excursion 
NOVEMBER  
Thursday 2nd Prep 2007 Pirate Morning 
Monday 6th Curriculum Day 
Tuesday 7th Cup Day holiday 
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Welcome back for the last term of Out of 
School Hours Care for 2006. Thank you 
to all parents for prompt payment of 
accounts at the end of last term. 
 

Thank you  
Deidre, Marlene & Staff 
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ZONE ATHLETICS 
Tomorrow (Friday), we have an athletics 
team of 24 students representing our 
school at Zone level. Good luck to 
Sarah, Simone, Taylah, Bradie, Scott, 
Laz and Aiden, Allan (Grade 4) Jaimee, 
Maddison, Justin, Dylan, Jackson, Aaron 
(Grade 5) Isabella, Monique, Felicity, 
Rachel, Teile, Kathleen, Andrew, Tristan, 
Cameron and Andrew (Grade 6). We 
wish these students all the best in their 
events at Ballam Park. 
SUMMER LIGHTNING PREMIERSHIP                                        
Our Grade 5 and 6 students will be 
participating in a Summer Sports 
Lightning Premiership on Friday, 13th 
October. The sports offered are 
basketball, cricket, softball, rounders and 
volleyball. We have entered 10 teams in 
all and are asking for any parents who 
could assist with scoring or managing a 
team on the day. Please let me know if 
you could help out. 
PHYS. ED. CLASSES 
With the weather warming up again, 
please remind your children  to bring a 
bottle filled with water along to P.E 
classes together with their hat!! 
 

Keep on keeping on, 
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Well, last Term for the year and the PFA 
has two great fundraisers.  Next 
Tuesday, 10th October we have our 
Variety Toys Shopping Night. Purchase 
your ticket at the Office for $5.00. You 
won’t be able to just turn up on the night 
as they need to know numbers so that 
you can buy to your hearts content. They 

have over 20,000 items so a great way 
to start or complete your shopping for 
that big day at the end of the year!  Don’t 
forget to tell your family and friends as 
long as you prepurchase your ticket 
 

Our last fundraiser is our Wine Sales.  
Details will be sent home soon. 
 

Narelle Harvey 
PFA President 

5979 2710 
 

The Tyabb Primary School Staff and 
community extends their sympathy to 
Julia Furneaux and her family on the 
passing of Julia’s sister during the 
holidays. 

 
Mornington Peninsula Hockey Club  

Summer Hockey Program 
Commencing Thursday, 19th October at 
Peninsula Hockey Centre, Monash University 
Frankston.  
5 – 6 pm Minkey (U/9), 6 – 7 pm (U11+13). 7 
pm onwards U/15, 17 and Social Seniors. $5 
per week. Sticks, shinguards, balls and 
coaching provided. Everyone welcome 
whether experienced player or beginner. 
Further details contact Cheryle Bishop  
9766 7478. 
 

PlaySports Australia 
TERM 4 - Summer Sports  

(Basketball & Cricket) 
Students in Prep to Year 4. Held Tuesdays 

3.30 - 4.40 pm in the school grounds.  
$64 for 8 weeks. Commencing Tuesday, 10th 
October. Enrolled children are to assemble 
each Tuesday outside the school office for a 
3:40 pm start.  Please mail the enrolment 

form direct to PlaySports Australia, P.O. Box 
2107, Hampton East, 3188 with a cheque 
attached. Credit Card payments can be 

faxed to PlaySports on 9532 5589 or phone 
9532 5584 for more details. 
Visit www.playsports.com.au 

Email simon@playsports.com.au 
 
 

 

From October 16th to 20th Tyabb Primary 
will be celebrating Fruit and Vegie Week. 
Obesity is a concern for all western 
civilisations with Australians rapidly 
catching up to the Americans with 
obesity levels. 
 

All the latest information suggests that if 
children eat five serves of vegetables 
and two pieces of fruit per day as well as 
excercise they will grow to be fit and 
healthy. Being fit is an investment for the 
future. Here is an internet site that may 
be of interest to the community. This 
group works with students and health 
professionals and has published some 
good resources. 
http://www.vhetta.com.au/  
 

During Fruit and Vegie Week students 
will be involved in a couple of health 
sessions as well as having a daily 
excercise session prior to morning 
recess. We ask for parent support during 
that week. We would like students to 
bring fruit for their  
morning snack. Please  
try to avoid packaged  
products during that week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 �� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � 
 �
� � � 
 � � �	 � � � � � � �� � � 
 � � �	 � � � � � � �� � � 
 � � �	 � � � � � � �� � � 
 � � �	 � � � � � � �����

By Laura, Abby and Chloe 
On Tuesday the 12th of 
September Grade 3S went 
into Oliver’s Creek Bushland 
to release the leaf hoppers 
and the rust.  
After searching for a release 
site to release leaf hoppers we 
walked down a track right next 

 

Preps enjoying the vegetables they 
grew!! 
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to the creek with our plants. 
Here we released the leaf 
hoppers and rust.   
We used the GPS (Global 
Positioning System) and wrote 
down the position of the 
release site. It uses satellites 
to get the information. 
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When Mrs Darby first came in 
she brought a bag of weeds 
and she showed us how they 
spread.  
After that she took us into 
Oliver’s Creek to dig out the 
Bridal Creeper. It was harder 
than we thought so she told us 
about biological control.  
She brought leaf hoppers and 
rust to school so we could 
breed them in a breeding cage 
and let them go in Oliver’s 
Creek so they could suck the 
leaves and kill the Bridal 
Creeper.  
Today we put a net over our 
Bridal Creeper with the 
leafhoppers and rust on so we 
could release the leaf hoppers 
in Oliver’s Creek. When we 
were out in the bush we cut off 
the Bridal Creeper in the pot 
and placed it in the Bridal 
Creeper to release the rust 
and leafhoppers. 
I hope they keep on breeding 
so they can kill all the Bridal 
Creeper.       
�
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By Cathy 3S  

Oliver’s Creek is a bushland, 
which is a very peaceful place. 
All you can hear are the 
sounds of birds. It is next to 
our school and we use the 
bush for the Walkathon, Cross 
Country and Running Club. 
The air is so fresh and is 
welcoming and warm when 
you go in and it is shady. I 
would rather run in Oliver’s 
Creek Bushland than run 
around the oval. 
It is amazing that the whole of 
the Mornington Peninsula was 
covered in bush and probably 
the whole of Australia was 
covered in bush as well.  
But unfortunately there are so 
many weeds in Oliver’s Creek 
Bushland. The worst weeds 
you can see are Blackberry, 
Bridal Creeper and 
Pittosporum and there are 
also Aram Lilies. Nothing 
grows under weeds.  
There are many horse tracks 
and motorbike tracks. People 
take their horses in and the 
horse’s poo is bad because 
they eat hay, which is a weed 
and it spreads.  
Another problem is that people 
drop their rubbish in the 
bushland and any animals 
could get stuck in the plastic 
bags or cans and animals 
could try and eat some of the 
rubbish and choke.  
We are breeding Leaf 
Hoppers which is a kind of 
insect that eats Bridal 
Creeper. The Leaf Hopper 
comes from South Africa. After 
5 or 6 weeks we will send the 
Leaf Hoppers into Oliver’s 
Creek Bushland and let them 
eat the Bridal Creeper. We are 
also letting a Bridal Creeper 

plant without Leaf Hoppers on 
it so we can make rust fungus 
on the Bridal Creeper.  
I can help by going into 
Oliver’s Creek on a weekend 
to try and pick up as much 
rubbish as I can.  
And I can tell people at my 
school at assembly if they ride 
horses or motorbikes in 
Oliver’s Creek why it is a bad 
idea. If they ride a motorbike 
in their garden the seeds from 
the grass on their wheels will 
go into the bush and it will 
spread. People who ride their 
horses in Oliver’s Creek go off 
the actual tracks and squash 
native plants.  
I can ask my parents to help in 
Oliver’s Creek. I can ask my 
Mum and Dad to ring the 
Shire. You can help by not 
dropping your rubbish and 
stop taking your horses and 
motorbikes off the track and 
making new tracks. It 
squashes plants and makes 
erosion. 
Some people might say that “I 
can’t be bothered” or “What’s 
it matter if I just step on a few 
plants it won’t matter at all.” 
But it does matter because it 
might be a rare plant which 
doesn’t grow somewhere 
else.” 
Our grade is making signs to 
put in Oliver’s Creek Bushland 
in the horse tracks so they 
don’t walk in there.  
I really do care about the 
Oliver’s Creek Bushland and I 
hope that the  
signs and my  
care will work!  
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